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To all whom it may eonceriv:

Be it known that I, KUGENE SCHMIDT, of
Stillwater, in the connty of Washington and
State of Minnesota, have invented a new and
Improved Combined Carpet Stretcher and
Tacker, of which the following is a fall, clear,
and exact deseription.

My invention relates to the construction
of an implement whereby carpets may be
stretched to place, and whereby, having been
stretehed to place, they may betacked to the
floor of an apartment; and the invention con-
sists of certain novel constructions and com-
binations to be hereinafter deseribed, and spe-
cifically pointed out in the claims.

Referenece is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a view of the lower side of the
implement forming the subject-matter of this
application, the handle, however, not being
shown, and the tack-carrying tube being re-
moved in order to better disclose the tack-de-
livering mechanism. ¥Fig. 2 is a side view of
the implement, the lower portion thercof be-
ing shown in section. Fig. 3 i3 a sectional
plan view taken on line z » of Fig. 2. Fig. 4
is a perspective view illustrating in detail the
construction ofone of the folding jaws between
which the tacks pass. Trig. 5 is a detail plan
view of the jaws through which thetacks pass.

In constructing such an implement as the
one illustrated in the drawings above referred
to, I provide a main supporting frame or cast-
ing, 10, which is ecylindrieal in cross-section,
but formed with a longitudinal slot or open-
ing, 11, and with an upper cross-slot, 12,1ead-
ing from the main longitandinal slot 11. The
lower portion of the casting 10 is in the form
of a flat plate—such as the one shown at.30—
and to the under side of this plate there is se-
cured a steel plate, 13, formed with teeth 14
14, which serve in the ordinary manner to se-
cure a hold upon the carpet to be stretched.

The handle of theimplement is brokenaway
in the drawings, the shank 15 of said handle
being, however, shown, and in this shank
there is fitted a rod, 16, which enters the bore
of the casting 10, and is normally upheld by a
spring, 17,one end of this spring being secured

to the rod 16, while the other is secured to
the casting 10. The rod 16 carries a roller,
18, and the spring 17 isso arranged that when
the handle of the implement is released it will
force this roller into the transverse slot 12—
that is, to the position indicated in Fig. 1. To
the lower end of the rod 16 there is secured a
rod, 20, which constitutes the plunger or ham-
mer, by which the tacks are forced through
the carpet and into the {loor, as will be pres-
ently explained.

To the under side of the implement there is
secured a tube, 21,formed with a longitudinal
slot, 22, said tube being supported by a brack-
et, 23, and by rivets 24, which pass througha
flange, 25, formed on the tube, and enter the
plate 30-of the casting 10 in the positions best
shown in Fig. 1, the tube being curved in-
ward at its lower end, and its slot 22 being
upon the outer and under side of the tube.

Although the plate 30 has been described as
a flat plate, still it has a central recess, 26,
which is in register with a similar recess, 27,
in plate 13, forming an opening in line with
the plunger 20, and in the enlarged upper
portion of this opening there are mounted
swinging jaws31, the upperapproaching faces
of which are inclined, as shown at 32. The
approaching edges of the jaws 31 are formed
with shoulders 6, 7, and 8, as shown in Tig. b,
and each of the jaws is provided with trun-
nions 33, by means of which they are mount-
ed between the plate 30 of the casting 10 and
the plate 13. These jaws 31 are normally held
in the position in which they are shown in
Fig. 1 by springs 34. In the plate13 thereis
an opening, 40, throungh which the apper por-
tions of the jaws 31 project, and upon the up-
per portions of the plate there are stops 4,
against which the upper ends of the jaws 31
abut.

In operation the heads of a number of tacks,
5, are placed within the tube 21, the pointsof
the tacks projecting out through the slot 22.
Now,the weight of the tacks will force the low-
est tack forward between the jaws 31 and
into the path of the hammer or planger 20,
between the shoulders 8, so that by turning
the handle of the implement to relcase the
roller 18 from engagement with the slot 12
and then forcing down the handle the ham-
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mer or plunger will strike against the head of
the tack,and any continued pressure will force
open the jaws 31, so that the tack may be de-
livered to the position shown in Fig. 2 and
thence to the floor,being driven or forced into
position. By relaxing the force employed to
throw down the handle thespring 17 will act,
to return the handle to the position shown in
Fig. 1, and from its peculiar connection with
the rod 16 and the casting 10 it will act to
throw the roller 18 into engagement with the
slot 12, and it is when the parts are in this
position that the implementis used asacarpet-
stretcher.

Thespring 17 is double acting, as it performs
the function of a torsion-spring as well asthat
of a retractile spring. ‘

Having thus fully described my invention,
what T claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the frame or cast-
ing 10,formed with a longitudinal and a trans-
verse slot, and the carpet and tack holding
devices at the lower end of the casting, of an
operating-rod extending through the lengi-
tudinal bore of the casting, the roller 18 on
the rod, and adapted to engage the transverse
slotin the casting, and the double-acting spring
17, connected to the operating-rod and to the
casting, the said spring acting to retract the
operating-rod from the tack-holding devices
and to throw the roller into the transverse slot,
substantially as set forth.

2. The combination, with the casting 10 30,
bored longitudinally, of the operating rod or

plunger, the plate 13 under the plate 30,

‘the plates 30 and 13 being recessed to form

an aperture in alignment with the bore of
the casting, the jaws 31, pivoted at their
lower ends between said plates and having
their upper ends inclined at 32 to connect
with the'rod or plunger, and their inner ap-
proaching edges below theinclinesshouldered,
as at 6,7, and 8, to form tack-receiving spaces,
and the feeder leading to the said shouldered
ends of the said jaws,substantially asset forth.

3. The combination, with the casting 10,
Tongitudinally bored, and having the plates 30

40

45

13 at its lower end,recessed in alignment with |

said bore, the plate 13, having the opening 40
at its upperend, the operatingrod or plunger,
and the feeding-tube curved inward at its lower
end, adjacent to the opening 40, of the lateral-
ly-swinging jaws 31, pivoted at their lower
ends between plates 30 13, on opposite sides

of and-parallel with the aperture or recess:

formed between said plates, the upper ends of
the jaws projeeting through the opening 40,ad-
jacent to the feeding-tube, and being inclined
on top, as at 32, and formed with shoulders 6

7 8 below said inclined top portion, the shoul-

ders 6 being adjacent to the delivery end ofthe
tube, and the shoulders 8 being at opposite
sides of the longitudinal openingor bore trav-
ersed by the rod or plunger, substantially as
set forth. :
' EUGENE SCHMIDT.
Witnesses:

JOouN C. NETHAWAY,

Lrwis W. CLARKE.
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