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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE C. STARK,
of Vallejo, Solano county, State of California,
have invented an Improvement in Fruait and

5 FlowerPickers and Holders; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, elear, and ex-
act deseription of the same.

My invention relates to a device for gather-
ing fruit, flowers, or any article having stems

10 tobecut, which it is desirable to hold after be-
ing severed from the branch without handling
the article itself. _

It consists in the combination of devices
hereinafter described and claimed.

15 Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more complete explanation of my inven-
tion, Figure 1 is a view of the device with the
jawsopen. Fig. 2 shows them closed so as to
grasp the stem which the blade has cut off.

20 Fig. 3 shows the operation of my device.

A and B are two lever arms or handles,
suitably construeted to be grasped by the hand,
like pruning-shears, and having springs C,
of any sunitable construction, to hold them

_ 25 separated. These levers cross each other upon

a fuleram-pin, D, and the outer ends or arms
may be cuarved or straight; as is found most
desirable. In the present case I have shown
them curved, the jaw E being made rectan-

30 gular in cross-section and of considerable
thickness. The corresponding end, which pro-
jeets from the opposite lever-arm, is provided
with or formed into a cutting-blade, the posi-
tion being such that the edge of the blade

35 just passes to one side of or above the jaw I,
acting in connection with it to shear or cut off
the stem or article which may be placed be-
tween them, being in this respect similar to
pruning-shears.

40 Inorder to hold the stem after it has been
cut, a jaw, G, is formed of the same shape or
curve as the interior face of the jaw E. This
jaw G is slotted at ¢, and a pin or screw, b,
passing through the slot, screws intoahole in

45 the eutting-blade F, so that while the jaw is
held closely against the inner side of the blade
it is allowed to have a backward movement
when the opposite jaw closes against it. In
order to hold this jaw G against the jaw E

50 with safficient pressure to hold the grape or

flower stem or other article which has been
cut, a spring, I, is fitted to press against the”
back of the blade T, being held in place by a
yoke, J, the ends of which are bent down so

as to be secured by the same screw or pin 55
which holds the jaw G and cutting-blade to-
gether, as shown. When the jaws are open,
one side of the spring resting againstthe back

of the cutting-blade will prevent its pressing
the jaw any farther forward, and the front or 6¢c
curved face of the jaw projects slightly beyond
the edge of the cutting-blade.

The curved surfaces on the jaws I§ and G
areof such form thatsaid jaws seizethe flower-
stem or other article to be severed and hold 65
it between themselves with sufficient pressure,
by reason of the spring I. As the pressure
upon the handles A and B is continued, the
tension of the spring Iis overcome and the
jaw G is moved backward away from the jaw 7o
E, thus allowing the cutting-edge of the blade
I to pass across the jaw I8, so as to cut off the
stem above the point where it is being held by
the two jaws.

By this constraction I provide a simpleand 75
convenient pruning-knife or picking or gath-
ering device for grapes or other fruit, flowers,
or other articles which it is desirved to gather
and hold by the stems so as not to brush off
the bloom or in any way injure the article dur- 8o
ing the process of gathering.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— <

The convexly-curved cutting-blade having 85
a similarly-curved holding-jaw slotted trans-
versely and attached to the inner side of the
blade by a pin or screw passing through the
slot, @ spring, the center of which is held by
a yoke from the pin, while its ends press upon go
the ends of the movable jaw, in ecombination *
with an opposing curved jaw against which
the movable jaw is pressed when they are
closed, substantially as herein described. %

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my g5
hand. :

THEODORE C. STARK.
‘Witnesses:
GEO. J. BRENNAN,
JOEL A. HARVEY.




~ Correction in Letters Patent No. 348,357.

It is hereby certified that the name of the assignee in Letters Patent No. 348,357,
granted Aungust 31, 1836, upon the application of Theodore C. Stark, of Vallejo, Cali-
fornia, for an improvement in *Fruit and Flower Pickers and Holders,” was erro-
neously written and printed * William A. Bruce;” that said name should have been

written and printed William A. Brace; and that the said Letters Patent should Dbe

‘read with this correction therein that the same may conform to the record of the case

in the Patent Office. .
Signed, countersigned, and sealed this 19th day of October, A. D. 1886.
[SEAL.] H. L. MULDROW,
Acting Secretary of the Interior.
Countersigned:
R. B. VANCE,
Acting Commissioner of Patents.
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