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PaTeEnT OFFICE.
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(No model.)

To «ll whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR M. LEE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Pomona, in the county of Jackson and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Combination Blacking-
Boxes; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact desceription of
the invention, which will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, which form a part of
this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved blacking-box, showing it closed up.
Fig. 2 is a similar view showing it ready for
use. Figs. 3-and 4 are longitudinal vertical
sectional views of the closed and open box.
Fig. b is a bottom view of the box. TFig. 6 is
a horizontal sectional view on line z x, Figs.
3 and 4; and Fig. 7 is a vertical eross seetion
on line y ¥, Fig. 4.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention has relation to boxes for con-
taining a blacking-brush and dipper, & bex of
blacking, and similar articles; and it consists
inthe improved construection and combination
of such a box, inwhich the casing forms a han-
dle as well as a receptacle for the said brushes
and articles, as hereinafter more fully de-
scribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter A
indicatesthe long and narrow box which forms
the receptacle and handles for the brushes,
and whichis formed at one of its rounded ends
with a hinged curved door, B, the free end of
which door is provided with a lip, D, having

. two outwardly - projecting flanges, E, which
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engage the edge of a strap, O, upon theside of
the box, through which strap the lip isinsert-
ed when the door is locked, and within which
strap the lip is held by the flanges upon it.
The sides of the box are formed with longi-
tudinal slots I, commencing near the open end
of the box and extending to a distance from
the closed end of the box, and two lugs, G G,
projecting from the ends of the cdges of a
blacking-brush, H, slide in these slots. The
back of this brush forms the greater portion
of the top of the box, the top being open at
that portion, and a lip, I, having an upward-

ly-projecting end, J, prujects over the open
portion at theend of thesame, bearing against
the back of the brush. Two lugs, K K, pro-
Jjeet from the inner sides of the side picces of
the box, and the back of the brush rests upon
these lugs at the inner end of the compart-
ment, in which the brush rests. It will be
seen that by sliding the brush out, with the
lugs G sliding in the slots, after the door has
been opened at the end of the box, the brush,
the bristles of which are faced inward, may
be reversed, turning it upon the lugs in the
slots, and the free end of the back of the
brush may be inserted under the lip at the
end of the compartment and may rest upon
the lugs ab the end of the said compartment,
when the door may be closed, preventing
the brush from slipping and keeping it in
position, with the bristles projecting out
through the open top of the box, which lat-
ter may serve as 4 handle to the brush. A
mirror, L, is sccured to the bottom M of the
brush-compartment. The Dbottom N of the
box is pivoted with two laterally-projceting
pius, O O, in the open end of the box, and is
formed with flanges P upon its side edges, and
two bent pieces, Q Q, of wire turn in vertieal
bearings I? upon thesides of the box and have
their inwardly-bent lower ends projecting un-
der the pivoted bottom, holding its free end
in place when the said bent ends are turned
in. The Dbottom does not extend entirely to
the closed end of the box, and is formed with
alongitudinal slot, S, in which a lug, T, slides,
projecting through it, which lug projects from
the bottom of a plate, U, sliding upon the in-
ner side of the bottom, and provided with the
upwardly and inwardly projecting lips V,
which serve to retain a box, W, with blacking,
and with outwardly - projecting pins X X,
which may fit into perforations Y in the closed
curved end Z of the box when the plate isslid
over the aperture in the bottom between the
end of the bottom and the end of the box. A
partition, A', projécts from the under side of
the bottom of the brush-compartment, and di-
vides the compartment in the bottom of the
box, the partition being at the inner end of the
sliding plate when the latter is slid back, and
the compartment formed between the parti-
tion and the hinged door may be used as a re-
ceptacle for soap and similar articles, A
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spring, B/, is secured at one end to the upper
side of the bottom of the brush-compartment,
and the downwardly-bent end of this spring
projects through a slot or aperture in the bot-
tom of the brush-compartment down info this
soap-compartment, where it will prevent the
articles contained in the said compartment
from dropping out through the door when it
is opened, the spring having to be raised be-
fore the articles can be removed from the com-
partment. The compartment, at the closed
end of the box, has a circular aperture, C', in
the top of the box, having two notches in the
opposite sides of the edge of the aperture, and
the sides of the lower aperture of the compart-
ment are provided with inwardly-projecting
pins D’ and E', the pin D’ projecting from the
sides of the box and the pin E projecting from
the free end of the hinged bottom. The dip-
ping-brush I fits in this compartment, and
may rest with the edges of its back G’ upon
the pins projecting into the lower aperture
of the box, and a circular plate, H’, of sheet
metal, is sécured upon the upper side of the
back of the said brush, and is formed with
perforated ears I I, and with a flat spring, J',
secured at both ends, and having the ears
at its edges. The lower edge of a handle,
K/, is pivoted with. two trunnions, I/ I, in
these ecars, and has two projections, M/,
upon the sides of its lower cdge, bearing with
their faces against the middle of the spring
when the flat handle is raised, and bearing
with their ends against the spring depressing
it when the handle is folded "down upon the
back of the plate. The upper end of the han-
dle is provided with a hinged ring, N’, hinged
to the end of the handle, and the side edges
of the handle are provided with npwardly-
facing and outwardly-projecting shoulders O’
O, which may slip through the notchesin the
upper aperture of the dipper-compartment
and bear against the under sides of the edges
of the said aperture when the handle isslight-

- 1y turned. When the brushes are not in use,

the blacking - brush or dipper is drawn up
into the compartment by means of the han-
dle, which is provided with a small slot, P,
near its outer end, which slot may fit upon the
upwardly-projecting end of the lip holding
the inner end of the polishing-brush, and the
handle may thus be either held in place by
the slot fitting upon the lip, when the handle
is folded in over the back of the polishing-
brush, or it may be folded out, when the box

‘may be suspended upon a nail or hook by the

ring. The lower end of the dipper-compart-
ment is covered by the sliding plate carrying
the box of blacking, which plate is slid over
it, and the polishing-brush is turned with the
bristles into the box.

‘When the boxes are to be used, the polish-
ing-brush is turned out and secured, with the
bristles facing upward, and the dipper or
blacking brush is let down through the aper-
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ture made by sliding the plate carrying the
box of blacking back, when the dipper may
be dampened. The dipper may now again be
raised and the box of blacking pushed under
the brush upon the plate. '

By depressing and turning the handle of
the brush, it may be saturated with blacking,
when the plate carrying the box with black-
ing may be withdrawn again, and the dipper
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is therenpon forced down and secured by turn-

ing the handle, when the shoes may be black-
ened by the dipper and afterward polished by
the polishing-brush.

The brushes and the box of blacking will
be perfectly covered, and can in no manner
come in contact with articles about it when
the box is closed,so that the box may be packed
among any articles in a trunk or valise, or be
carried aboutin the hand without any danger
of soiling it; and, as stated, several articles
useful at the toilet may be carried in the box,
which will be a useful and compact article
for travelersand others who desire tohave a 1
articles to oceupy as little space as possible.

Having thus deseribed myinvention, I claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— )

1. In 2 combined blacking box and brush,
the combination of a box having longitudinal
slots in its sides, and having an open top, a
brush having two laterally-projecting lugs
sliding in the slots and projecting from the
ends of the side edges of the back of the brush,
a lip projecting into the end of the open top
of the box, and a door closing the open end ot

the box, as and for the purpose shown and set.

forth.

2. In a combined blacking case and brush,
the combination of a box having a compart-
ment at one end formed with an opening in its
top, a dipper or blacking brush adapted fo
move up and down in said compartment, the
bottom of said box provided with a longitudi-
nal slot, and a plate having a lug on its under
side, and havingupon its upper side means for
securing thereto a box of blacking, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

- 8. In a combined blacking case and brush,
the combination of a box having a compart-
ment at one end formed with an open bottom,
having pins projecting into it, and having a
circular aperture in its top formed with two
opposite notches, and a dipper or blacking
brash within the compartment having a flat
handle hinged to its upper side, said handle
being provided with upwardly-facing and
outwardly-projecting shoulders upon the up-
per ends of its side edges, the shoulders slip-
ping through the notches and bearing against
the under side of the edge of the aperture
when the brush is pushed down and turned,
as and for the purpose shown and set forth.

4, In a combined blacking case and brush,
the combination of a case having at one end a
compartment for a dipper or blacking brush,
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a dipper adapted to move up and down in my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
said compartment, a handle hinged to the back | in presence of two witnesses.

of said dipper, a ring at the end of said han- , ;

dle, a compart;ment for a polishing-brush, and ARTHUR M. LEE.
5 a polishing-brush adjustably secured therein, Witnesses:

substantially as shown and described. BENJ. A, WARD,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as SAMUEL HARGRAVE.




