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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, P. KENNEDY REEVES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bridge-
ton, in the county of Cumberland and State of
New Jersey, have invented a new and useful

Jover for a Jar or Can, of which the following
is a specification.

My inventionrelates toimprovements in cov-
ers for jars or cans, and particularly to that
class of fruit-jars which have inclines on their
necks.

The objects of my improvements are, first,
to provide a durable, effective, and inexpen-
sive ean or jar cover, the component parts of
which are few in number and easily united.

A further object is to afford facilities for
sealing and opening jars or cans which have
incliies on their necks, by providing means
to assist the hands or fingers of the operator
in rotating the clamp which fastens the lid to
the jar or can. ‘

A further object is to provide facilities for
carrying jars or cans.

I attain these objects by the mechanism il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my clamp-
ing device, and Fig. 2 i3 a sectional view of the
upper parb of a jar with lid clamped thereon
by said device.

Similarlettersrefer to similar parts through-
out the several views. '

The jar A has inclines @ « on its neck, and
a rubber gasket, D, rests on a shoulder at the
top of the jar in the usual well-known man-
ner. Anair-tight joint is formed by the press-
ure upon the gasket of the rim of the lid B,
the outer edge, b b, of which overhangs, form-
ing a shoulder. The top of the lid has a de-
pressed surface, at the central point of which
is a smooth pivotal recess, f. The clamp Cis
provided with a centrally-depressed portion,
d, the bottom of which-corresponds to and
bears in the central recess, f, in top of lid,
enabling the clamp to rotate pivotally upon
the 1id while preventing lateral motion of the
clamp. The ends of the clamp are bent down,
and lips g g, at the extremities of the clamp,
tarned inwardly, so as to bear under the in-
clines a ¢ on the neck of the jar. The clamp
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is secured to the lid by the ends e e of the bail
E, projecting through perforations 2 % in the
downturned ends of the elamp C.

The clamp C is made of sheet metal, pref-
erably of a low grade of steel, which contains
sufficient tenacity to enable its being eut and
formed into the proper shape. The lid and
jar are usually made of glass, although they
can be made of other material. The bail I is
composed of spring-wire, the ends e ¢ being
forced apart until they will enter the perfora-
tions % % in the clamp C, when the bail will
spring into its former shape.

The process of securing the 1lid to the clamp
is exceedingly simple, being merely to place
the clamp on the lid with the depression on
the clamp over the corresponding pivotal re-
cess or seat in the lid and press them together,
when the projections ¢ ¢, Figs. 1 and 2, will
spring down under the overhanging edge b b.
It will be noticed that while the rounded sur-
face of the 1id, immediately above the shoul-
ders b b, makes it an easy matter for the man-
ufacturer to spring the clamp down over the
lid, the removing the clamp from the lid is
comparatively difficult, thereby tending to
keep the parts together, and diminishing the
danger of losing the individual pieces. The
action of the cover as a whole is also obvious,
it being only necessary to place the cover on
the top of the jar and to enter the lips g ¢ of
the clamp C under the inclines ¢ a. The
clamp is then rotated by the fingers, the lid
remaining stationary, until sufficient pressure
is produced on the lid. The bearing of the

“clamp on thelid at f being pivotal the friction

of the clamp on the lid is reduced to a mini-
mum. '

T am aware that prior to my invention fruit-
jars have been made with inclines on their
necks and with lids on which are pivofed
clamps having lips on their downturned ends
for bearing under said inclines. These fea-
tures are consequently claimed only in eombi-
nation with the new features as described.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination of a 1id on which is piv-
oted a clamp or yoke and a bail having ends
e e, bent inwardly through perforations in the
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clamp or yoke, said ends hooking under the
_edge of the 1id to secure the clamp or yoke
thereto, substantially as set forth. '

2. The combination, with a jar or can hav-
ing inclines on its neck, of a clamp or yoke
having. perforated downturned ends bent in-
wardly so as to bear under said inclines, a lid
on which is pivoted said clamp or yoke, and
a bail having ends bent inwardly through per-

forations in the clamp or yoke, said bail ends 10

hooking under the overhanging edge of the
lid to secure the clamp or yoke thereto, all
substantially as set forth.

P. KENNEDY REEVES.

‘Witnesses:
PHILTP BUrCH, Jr.,
HARRY C. WARE.




