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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY H. BROWN, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Madi-
son, in the county of Dane and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Ankle-Boots; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters and figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifica-
tion.

This invention relates to improvements in
anti-interfering pads or ankle-protectors for
horses to prevent interfering.

It consists in the peculiar construction of
the protector or pad, as will be hereinafter
fully explained, and pointed out in the claim.

Inthedrawings, Figure 1shows a view of the
inner side of the protector which lies against
the ankle of the horse. Fig. 2shows the outer
side thereof ; and Fig. 3is a vertical longitudi-
nal section on the line X X, Fig. 1.

An inner pad, a, is provided from any suit-
able non-metallic material. I prefer to make
it of leather; but a substantial textile mate-
rial or prepared paper will answer the pur-
pose. I use, preferably, sole-leather, because
it keeps its shape better and will not so read-
ily get water-soaked as the softer qualities of
leather. This pad is crimped into form, as
shown, to fit the ankle of thehorse. This pad
is held in place by a strap, b, which passes
around the leg of the animal just above the
ankle. This pad could be made of such length
that its upper end could be secured to the
lower edge of the strap, in which case it would
not be held very firmly against the ankle, but
would swing outward slightly with the move-
ments of the animal. Jfarranged thusitwould
give good results; but I prefer to make it as
I will now describe. '

The upper end, ¢/, of the pad is carried up-
ward, so as to form an extension, which lies
against that portion of the leg just above the

ankle. The strap b passes on the outside of
this extension, and when buckled to the leg it
holds the pad firmly inits place. Onthe outer
side of the pad I place a metallic backing-
plate, ¢, which is stamped into form to fit the
convexity of the said pad. This plate extends
only to where the extension « begins, and the
strap b is fastened just at the upper edge of
the said plate, asshown. This leaves the up-
per edge or extension, «/, free, so that it will
have a flexibility sufficient to prevent its hurt-
ing the animal. On the inner side of the ex-
tension Iprovide acushion,d,whichliesagainst
the leg. The presence of the cushion enables
me to draw the strap b tighter without injury
to the leg of the animal, and thereby gives
greater firmness to the position of the ankle-
protector. The cushion is arranged above the
binding-strap b, and when the said strap is
drawn tight the extension will be bent inward
slightly between the lower end of the cushion
and the upper end of the metallic back plate.
The back plate is held to the protector by riv-
ets or other suitable fastenings.

No claim is made, broadly, to an ankle-boot
consisting of a non-metallic pad crimped in
concavo-convex form to fit the ankle of the
horse and a metallic plate of corresponding
shape secured to the pad to preserve its shape,
as the same forms no part of my invention.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

The ankle-protector hereinbefore described,
composed of the non-metallic pad having an

upper extension, a metallic backing secured

to the pad, a cushion secured on the inner side
of the upper extension, and a retaining-strap
secared to the back of the upper extension,
substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my signature in
presenee of two witnesses.

HENRY H. BROWN.
‘Witnesses:

MATTHEW W. LYNCH,
HERMAN PFUND.
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