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To alf whom it may concern: 7
Be it known that I, DAVID SLAUGHTER, a
_ citizen of the United States, residing at Mount-
ville, in the county of Lancaster, State of
5 Pennsylvania, have invented certain Improve-
ments in Cigar-Mold Presses, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. = -

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for compressing the tobaceo in any of
the well-known eigar-molds now in use; and
it consists in the construction and combina-

IO

tion of the various. parts, as hereinafter fully.|r

described and claimed, and - as illustrated in
‘the accompanying drawings, in which—

15 - Figure 1 is a front elevation of the press,

showing one .of the platens-in its depressed
position and the other elevated.” Fig. 2is a

vertical transverse section through « x, with’

fall lines showing the platen elevated and
dotted lines depressed. Fig. 3-is a front view
of the fulerum-beam, havmg one of the levers
connected with it by 4 hinge, and with asocket
shown for receiving the end of the other.
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Similar letters refer to like parts throughoutv

the several views.

The press represented in the drawings and
described in this specification is intended to
operate upon two molds at the same time,
they being placed with their length transverse
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on the same principle to opera‘t’e on any num-

“ber of molds, their position in the press being
varied to suit circumstances.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
bed or base upon which the molds rest; B, the
gtandards connected near the top and toward
their rear edges by a beam, C, in which lie

the fulerum-points of the hand-levers H.

"~ Eand F are two bearing- plates mortised
into the standards in front of the beam C, the
first, B, being somewhat lower than the under

. edge of C, and the second, F, placed some dis-
tance below the first. :

The platens D are supported below the plate
F by rods G, passing -upward through open-
ings in both plates. These rods have springs
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g coiled around them between the two plates,

. the lower ends of which bear upon the plate
F and the upper on pins projecting from the

50 rods for that-purpose.

These springs serve to

_simple.

of the press; bub presses can be constructed

(No model. )

uphold the rods in pos1t10n, and When not -
compressed draw the platens up aoralnst the
lower face of the plate F.

On a’line -with each rod: there is.a hand-
lever, H, hinged to thie lower edge of the beam 55

-C, as ab h “When they are turned down, these

levers project forward and engage the upper.

_ends of the rods G, which, upon the exertion

of due pressure, they force dow nward, causing
the platens to press upon the molds.
Immediately ‘over each platen thére is a-
rigid stay, I, hmged to the. front edge of the - - .
plabe Eabe.  These stays are of such- length .
that when the platens. are .pressing upon a-
mold they. hang vertically downward and keep 6 5
said platens in engagement with the mold;:
but when the platens are held up ‘against the
plate F the stay projects diagonally forward
and rests upon the front of the platens. : :
The operation of my press is exceedmgly 70
A mold having been placed on the :
base below one of the platens, the operator -
presses upon the lever and forces the platen -
down upon it, 5o as to compress the material :
contained thereln As soon as the platen 75
reaches that position: the stay, I, by reason of
its own. gravity, swings inward and engages
the top of the platen to hold it down.~ In or:

60

der to. facilitate the movement of the stay, the

swinging end ¢ is made much larger than the 8o
upper. - To release the mold, the lower end of
the: sbay is simply pushed outward when the
platen is raised by the action. of bhe spring g.
These stays are secured to the plate B by fast-
ening ‘the hinge to their front faces, so.that- 85
when they are holding the platen dewn the -
upper end bears against the lower face of the
plate; relieving the hinge from undue strain.

There are two arrangements for the levers.
Either there may be one hinged to the beam C go -
back of each rod G, or there may be a socket,
¢, in said beam in plaee of each hinge and one
lever used for all the rods by inserting itin
turn in each socket and withdrawing it as soon .
as the platen is forced downward, 95

~Having thus déscribed my invention, what I -
claim as new, and desn'e to secure by Lebters
Patenb igem-

. The combination of the frame composed '

of the base A, the standards B, the beam C, :oc{f
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and plates E and F, arranged as described, | the same, of a gra{zity-stay hinged to a cross-
with the platen D, the rod G, supported by | plate of the frame above said platen, substan-
the spring g, the lever H, and the gravity-stay | tially as and for the purpose specified.

I, substantially as and for the purpose speci- DAYVID SLAUGHTER.
g fied. Witnesses: .
2. In a cigar-mold press, the combination, GEo0. A, LANE,

with the platen and mechanism for depressing | ‘WM. R. GERHART.




