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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 381,194, dated April 17,1888,

To all whom it may concerwn:

Be it known that I, JAMES WALKER, a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, residing ab Chlcago,

“in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

have invented a new and useful Fastening for
Metallie Burial-Caskets, of  which the follow-

- ing is a specification.
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My invention relates to improvements in
fastenings for metallic burial-caskets; and it
consists-of a small and thin metal plate having
a wedge-shaped projection on one of its faces,
a thumb-piece rising from the same face, and

“two slots extending partly through it, it being
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designed to be secured to the lid of a burial-
casket, so that its wedge-shaped projection can

~ be forced under a lip on the side of the casket

_ simply by pressing with the thumb, and the
* lid be thus securely fastened upon ‘the main
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part of the casket. I attain this result by the
device illustrated in the accompanylng draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1.is a plan view of a burial-casket,

showing my improved fastener.” Fig. 2 is a

detail cross-section of the same,taken on the
line 11 in Fig. 1. - Fig. 8 isa detail plan sec-
tion taken on the line 2 2 in Fig. 2. Fig.4is
a detail perspective sectional view of the up-
per part of the casket with the lid of the same
removed. - Fig. 5 is a side elevation of one of
my improved fasteners detached. -
Similar letters refer to similar parts through-

~oub the several views.

35

40

45

. 50

In the figures, A represents the main part
or body of the casket; B, the lid or cover of
the same; B/, a ﬂange on the outer border of
the lid swarred about the block of wood, 4% and
des1gned to. rest upon the ledge A? extendmg

around the inner side of the body of the cask-

et; A’,alip on the upper edge of the side of

the’_ casket,‘ extending inward and downward
“abt an acute angle; A’ aledge extending af

right angles {from the innerside of the body of
the casket below the lip. A’ a distanceslightly
greater than the thickness-of the lange B' and
the rubber gasket B on said flange; A°, a nar-
row rim on said ledge rising at right angles to
its edge; a, supports welded to the lip A’and
the ]edge A?; b, tacks securing the gasket B to
the block of Wood ‘%, ‘held by the flange B; o/,

tacks securing the upholstermg ‘to the Wood

lining of the bodv of the casket; b'; glass in the
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1id B; C, the plate of my 1mpro’ved‘ fastener;
C, the Wedge shaped projection on the same;

'02 the thumb-piece of thesame; ¢, slots in the -

same; ¢; serews passing through saidslotsand . 5%
seculmg the fastener upon the ﬂange B at the . -
edge of the same.

My fastener is operated as follows: It is .=

’-placed obliquely across the flange B’, with the - -~ s
thin end of the wedge (V' at the ont;er edge- of 60 S

the ﬂange and the thumb-piece C* at the inner
edge, and thus is secured by.the serews ¢/, pass-
ing through the slots ¢ into the flange B. The
lid B having been placed in its proper posxtlon - :
on the-body A of the casket, the fagtener Cis 65 -
forced, by pressing against the thumb-piece C?, ~ ' -
under "the lip A’. The wedge C' being thus
forced more and more tightly, as such press- -
ure continues against the lip A’ the flange B" =
will be forced downward, and thus the rubbér 70
gasket B’ will be made to fit air- tlght upon the co

[:rim A® of the ledge A% " -

The casket upon which I propose to use my '
improved fastener will be constructed of thin ~ -
sheets of metal, and the joints of its different 75

) parts will be madeair: tight; hence when thelid -

is fastened, asabove descnbed theentirecask- -~ -
et will be closed air- ‘mght-—an obvious advan- -
tage at all times, and especially -so when it is
necessary to ship a corpse a long distance.. . 8o
Another advantage of - my- proposed casket -

is its light weightin comparlson with the'metal
caskets now in use,.as mine will weigh so lit-
tle that a man.of ordinary strength can lift -

several of them at once.. 85 .

Having now fully deseribed my mvenblon,, ‘
what I clalm as new, and desire'to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. In a metallic burial-casket, the fastener - -
consisting of the metal plate C, havmg the par- 90 E
allel slots ¢.running 1engthw1se, and on oneof
its faces the wedge-shaped projection .C, its .
thin end terminating near one end of sald
plate, and having the thumb-piece C*rising
from the same face at the end opposite tosaid ‘9‘5

‘projection, in combination with the screws ¢,

the flange B’ on the' lid B, and the Jip A" on . .

_the body A of said casket when constructed

and operated substantna]ly as and for the pur-

pose specified. 100

2. Tn a metallic burial- caskeh the 11p A, ‘e'x- .
tending inward and downward at. an acute an- :
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gle from the upper edge of the sides of the
body A of said casket, in combination with
the wedge-like projection C’ on the metal plate
C, which is secared upon the upper face of the
flange B’ of the lid B of said casket, and with:
the ledge A? on the inner side of the body of
said casket, when constructed and operated:
substantially as and for the purpose stated.

3. The rim A® on the ledge A* upon thein-
10 ner side of the body A of a burial-casket, in

combination with the rubber gasket B’, se-
cured to the bottom of the ftange B’ on the lid
of said casket, and with the wedge C’ upon the
plate C and the lip A’ on the body A of the

casket, when constructed and operated sub- 15

stantially as and for the purpose stated.
JAMES WALKER.
‘Witnesses:
© . BE. C. CRAWFORD,
JouN T. DONAHOE.




