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To all whonv it.may concern:

-Be it -known that I, FRANKLIN OLIVER

Hopson, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Waxahachie, in the county of Ellis and
State of Texas, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Throat - Latch Fasteners, of
which the following is a specification. :

My invention relatei to a fastening and con-
necting deviee for the brow - band, cheek-
straps, and throat-latch of bridles; a,nd it con-
sists in the construction and auanaemenb of
the parts bhereof whieh will be more fully here-
inafter descubed, and p‘n*tlcularly pointed
out in the claims.

-Intheaccompanying drawings, wherem like
letters of reference indicate similar parts in
the several views, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a bridle vnth my improvemént shown
in connection therewith. TFig, 2 is a detail
perspective view-of my improvement and the
parts connected thereby. - Fig. 31is a sectional
view on-the line z x of Fig. 2. Fig. 4isa de-
tail perspective view of my improvement..

A indicates a plate, which is constructed
with two side bars, a ¢, and two end bars,
. The end bar « is somewhat wider than
the bar o’ to forin'a broader bearing-surface.
Adjacent to and inside of the bar ¢’ a broad

bar, @, is formed, and adjacent to and inside

of the bar &' a narrow bar, a', is provided.
From thebar o* to the end bar ¢” a longitudinal
central bar, ¢°, is constructed, which acts as a
binding- support for the straps passmo there-
over.

Between the bars &’ and o® an opening is
formed, and the construction of this portion

.of the plate in the manner described forms a

metal loop, B', for the securement of the brow-
band B, whlch is passed longitudinally under
the end bar ¢ and up over the broad bar a?,

to whieh latter bar it is secured by a rivet
passing therethrough and through a hole, a’,

in the said bar.

The central bar,a ,'bounded by theside bars,
a; aud the bars ¢ and a, forms a tongueless
buckle, ¢, for the retentlon of the cheek-strap
C, which passes transversely under one side

bar, up over the central longitudinal bar, ¢, |

- and then down under the oppos1te side bar.

50,

The end of the pldte at which the end bar
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the medium of-said end bar, the bwo mde bars,
the bar a', and the central bar, ¢, another
tongueless buckle, T, is constructed which

receives the throat-latch T, which is passed s5s5-

transversely under the two Slde bars and over
the central bar, ¢®. - The central bar, ¢’ at this
point is formed w1bh an integral stud, a’ whlch
engages with holes formed in the throab lateh.’
Thas it will beseen that an integral divisional 6o
connection for the brow-band, cheek -straps,

.and throat-latch is formed, whlch allows an

adJ ustment of. the said parts when necessary
The advantage of my improved device is

the saving of leather, labor,.and expense, and 65 _

the provision of a convement and strong and
durable connecting-plate.

Having thus described my mventlon what I
claim as new is—

@’ is formed is sllghtly reduced and ,through _ -

1. Theherein-described connectmg -platefor- 70 u

bridles, having a securing part, T’, at oneend, .
having a stud, «'; a loop, B ab the other end
and a tongueless buckle, C, in the middle, the
buckle C and securing part T havmg a com-

mon central longltudmal bar, o, and the stud 75

«' being formed onsaid bar, all 1ntegrdlly con-
structed for the reception of the brow- band
cheek-strap, and throat-latch, as set forth.

. 2. Thehberein-described connechng platefor

‘budles, having the side and end bars, ihe in- 8o
‘termediate transverse bars, a* and o’y and the

central longitudinal bar, ¢, havmgastud a,

in one portion thereof,. subsbautlally as de-
scribed.

3. The herem descrlbed connecbmg plate for 85
bridles, having theside bars, a a, the end bars,
a' @& thetlansvexsebarsa havmg arivet-hole,
«', the longitudinal bar «’, extending between . -
the transverse bar o’ and the end bar o, the
transverse bar «‘, and the stud ¢’ on the lon-. 9o
gitudinal bar @’ between the bars ¢* and’ o’y
substantlally as speclﬁed

Intestimony that I claim the forewomo“ asmy
ownIhaveheretoaffixed my SIgnature in pres~
ence of two witnesses.

. FRANKLIN OLIVLR HOPSON
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