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UNITED STATES

FREDERICK G. FISCHER, OF KANSAS

PaTENT OFFICE,

CITY, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-

HALF TO JOHN C. HIGDON, OF SAME PLACE.

BASE-BAL

L GLOVE..

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 381,687, dated April 24, 1888.

Application filed September 8, 1387,

To all whomw it may conRceri:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK G. FISCHER,
of Kansas City, Jackson county, Missouri,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin Gloves for Ball-Players, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact description,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part thereof.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
light base-ball glove that will protect the fin-
gers of the players from being sprained or
broken duringthe progressof agame,in prac-
tice, or wherever base-balls may be used.

My invention counsists in the peculiar fea-
tures and combination of parts, more fully de-
seribed hereinafter, and pointed out in the
claims.

In the drawings, which illustrate the man-
ner of carrying out my invention, Figure 1 is
a perspective view showing the metallicstrips
on my impreved glove. Fig. 2 is a sectional
view takenon line z z, Fig. 8. Fig. 3is aplan
view showing a modification of the finger-
strips hinged directly to a back plate. Fig.
4 is a seetional view taken on line y 'y, Fig. 3,
looking toward the rubber ends or cushions.
Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing a modifica-
tion of finger-strip, which can be used with
the ordinary glove. Fig. 6 is asectional view
taken on line z 2, Fig. 7. TFig. 7 is a perspec-
tive view showing improved form of glove
proper and one way of securing the finger-
strips to said glove.

A indicates a back plate, which can be made
in any desired shape or size, to which the fin-
ger-strips are hinged by means of the metallic
straps or plates D. E indicates such hinge.
The back plate answers as a bearing-surface to
the finger-strips B when they are suddenly
knocked baek, and being broad it prevents the
back of the hand from being hurt, as would
be the case should the ends of the fingér-
strips bear directly on the back of the hand.

In Fig. 3 the finger-strips are hinged di-
rectly to the back plate without using plates
D, E indicating the hinge. In this view the
back plate is shown in two parts, AA’. A'is
provided withslots e, through which pass pins
f, which are secured to seetion A. This con-
struction of the back plate does away with
straps D, as it answers the same purpose.

Serial No. 249,087. (XNo model.)

The finger-strips are composed of any suit-
able material, preferably of sheet metal, and
are made in three sections, b @ ¢, respectively,

the endsof which aresuitably hinged together 55

and may be made with overlapping ends d,
as shown in Fig. 2. The rearsection is hinged
to slotted plates D, which are attached to back
plate A by means of headed pin f and slot e.

The use of slob ¢ is to allow the finger-strips £o

to be more readily worked, the plates D being
adapted to slide on pins f. ‘When the fingers
are bent at the joint which connects them to
the hand, as in grasping a ball, the distance

from the tip of the finger to any point above 65

said joint is greater than when the hand is in
a straight position,and by use of slot ¢ the
joint Eis allowed to move forward, thus mak-
ing allowance for the increased distance from

joint to joint when in abent position, as shown 70

by dotted lines in Fig. 2.

The finger-tips or cushions C are composed
of any suitable material, preferably of rubber,
and are inserted in section ¢ of finger-strips B,

the ends of which are crimped around the tips 75

C; or they may be fastened in by means of a
pin, or in any suitable manner.

In some instances I make use of tips com-
posed of leather or other pliable material,

which are ia the form of asort of cup or thim- 8o

ble, and which are to be located upon section
¢ and attached thereto by sewing or in any
desired way. '

The detachable finger-strip shown in Fig.

5 is somewhat similar to those shown in other 85

views; but it is also provided with leather
strip ¥, which encircles the fingers and has
its bearing-surface under and between the fin-
gers. The use of this leather strip is to pre-

vent the tips C from being forced against the go

ends of the fingers when struck in a horizontal
position. T'his finger-strip is particularly de-
signed to be used with the gloves now in use,
to which it can be readily attached by means
of button 10, or any suitable means. _
figure a leather strip, 8, provided with a but-
ton-hole, is shown attached to the rear end of
section b, and button 10 engaging the button-
hole of the strip.

The construction of the glove shown in Fig. roo

7 is preferable to any other. It admits of the
glove proper being worn beneath the finger-

In this o3
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strips and is provided with a loop, @, on its
top, through which the finger-strips are placed.
By means of this loop the finger-strips are
more securely fastened to the leather glove,
making it impossible for them to get knocked
out of their proper position. The adjacent
ends of sections b a ¢ are slightly turned up,in
order to prevent any chance of the finger-
joints becoming pinched when the finger is
quickly straightened. It will be observed in
this construction that when the hand is opened
and the fingers straightened to their greatest
extent, as shown in Fig. 5, the adjacent ends
of the contiguous plates will become locked
against each other, and the plates « b ¢ will
form an alignment corresponding with the
open fingers, and when the interloeking ends
are thus locked the backward or outward ro-
tation of the plates is arrested, as previously
mentioned, thereby rendering the fingers in-
flexible and any abnormal backward strain
will be prevented. .

In the practical application of my invention
many small changes in the details of construc-
tion may be required and made, and because
of this fact T do not desire to limit myself to
the exaet construction that is shown in the
drawings, for it is obvious that such changes
in my device as might suggest themselves to a

skilled mechanic could be made without de-
parting from the spirit of my invention, and I.

feel myself entitled to make such alterations
as come within its scope. ‘

Having thus deseribed myinvention, what I
claim is— ) o

1. A base-ball glove provided with fingers
having hinged sections upon the back, said
sections being composed of hard material and
having their ends arranged to lock one against
the otherto preventabnormal back ward strain,
in the manner and for the purpose described.

2. A base-ball player’s protective device,
consisting of hinged sections composed of hard
material arranged to fit over the back of the
hand, said sections having their ends arranged

to lock one against the other, in combination
with pliable holding-loops, substantially as
described. . :

3. A base-ball glove provided with hinged
sections of hard material uponthe back of the
fingers, the ends of the sections locking one
against the other and being bent upwardly to
prevent pinching, substantially as described.

4. A ball-player’sglove havingstripsofhard.

material arranged upon the back of the fingers
thereof,substantially as specified,and the outer
ends of said strips provided with cushions, as
and for the purpose set forth.

5. A ball-player’s glove having a covering

50

5E

of hard material arranged upon the back of 6o

the fingers thereof, substantially as specified,
said covering being arranged in seetions and
thesections being hinged together, and the end
sections being provided with tips or cushions
of pliable material, for the purpose set forth.

6. A ball-player’sglovehavingstripsofhard
material arranged upon the back of the fingers
thereof, in combination with portions of the
material of which the glove is composed, as G,
which encircle said strips and hold them in
position, substantially as specified.

7. A ball-player’s glove comprising a piece
of leather or other suitable material arranged
in the form of a glove, a covering of hard ma-

657

70

terial arranged in sections upon the back of 75

the fingers of the glove and hinged together so
as {o allow the fingers to be closed inwardly
and yet prevent them from being knocked
backward, a plate of hard material to which
the rear sections are loosely connected, and

S0

tips of pliable or elasti¢ material which are
carried by the end sections of the covering,

substantially as specified. .
In testimony whereof I affix my signature.in
presence of two witnesses.

FREDERICK G. FISCHER.:

Witnesses:
S. 8. MOREHOUSE,
A. A. HigDON,



