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To all whomv it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEPH MoRTZ, a citi-
zen of the United Sbates residing at Couy, in
the county of Erie and State of Pennsylvania,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provéments in Carriage-Tops; and Ido here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exacht deseription of the 1nvent10n such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had totheaccompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon,
forming part of this specification.

My invention consists in the improvements
in carriage-tops hereinafter set forth and ex-
plained, and illustrated in the accompanying
drawmgs. in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved carriage-top. Fig. 2 shows an en-
larged section of same. Fig. 3 shows an en:
larged view in elevation of the adjustable
connection of the top to the vehicle seat.
Fig. 4 shows a vertical central sectlon of the
same.

Like letters refer to like parts in all the fig-
ures.

In the construction of my devxce shown A
is a carriage-top bow, constructed in the usual
manner. To the lower ends of the bow A, 1
secure metal sockets B in the usual manner.
In the sockets B,I make vertical slots of suffi-
cient size to pass over the segment of a circle,
D. Across the upper portion of the slot C, I
secure & pin, E, adapted to fit into the bear-
ing F on the upperside of the segment D; and
from-a short distance below the pin E the side
of the slot C is cut away to a point, e, near
the lower end of the slot C, so that the seg-
ment D can be inserted in the slot C, and in
the lower end of the socket.B is a set-screw,
G, which enters the lower end of the slot C.
The segment D is preferably provided with
serrations d, into which the end of the set-

screw G fits, so that when tightened up it will
not slip. The segment D is provided on its
inner face with a plate, H, of such shape that
it will fit over and inside of the end % of a ve-
hicle-seat, to which it may be secured by
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means of screws or bolts A, so as to rigidly se-
cure the segment D thereto.

Tt will be seen that by means of this device
the top can be set at any angle desired,or laid
back, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 1, or en-
tirely removed from the vehicle, if desired.

In constructing the top I secure clips I to
the upright parts of the bows A mnear the
curves J thereof, these clips I having on each
side thereof ears ¢, to which braces K are se-
cured by means of pintles ¢. On thewside of
the clips I is also a stud-pin, L, upon which is

“pivoted a hook, [, which engages with a stud-

pin, M, at the joint M’ of the side bows, N N.
These side bows, N N, are preferably made of
sections N’ N” and N?, the sections N’ having
each a half section of the joint M’ secured
thereto, and also  ears n thereon, into which
the ends of the braces Kare secured by means
of pintles. These sections N’ N’, I preferably

‘cast of malleable iron, and in the ends N°

thereof I make screw-threaded holes n’. The
sections N?, I make preferably of steel wire,

the ends of which are screw-threaded, so as

to fit the holes #* in the sections N’. The sec-
tions N? of the bows N are bent with curves
O and O’ therein, so as to be substantially of
the shape shown in Fig. 1.

‘When it is desired to fold the top together,
the hooks:l are disengaged from the stud-pins
M, which causes the joints M’ to slide down-
ward upon the upright portions of the central
bow, A, the action of the braces K folding the
side bows, N, inward, substantially as shown
in dotted lines in Fig. 1.

From the description heretofore given the
operation of my improved carriage-top is so
obvious that further deseription thereof is un-
necessary. Therefore,

‘What I claim as new, and desire to secare
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The combination, in a earriage-top,of the
upright central bow, A, with the side bows,
N N, provided with sockets », and connected
by a hinge, M, sliding vertically on the bow
A, the braces K, the rods N* screwed into sock-
ets n, and the hook l, substanblally as and f01
the purpose set forth.
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2. The combination, in a support for the
bows of a carriage-top, of the segments of a
circle, D, secured to:the vehicle by means of
a projection, H, thereon, and having the bear-
ings F therein, and the serrations d, with bow-
sockets B, having the slots C, the pins E, and
an opening on one side for the passage of said
projection H, and the set-screws G, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.
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Intestimony whereof T affix my signaturein 1o
presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH MORTZ.

Witnesses:
A. T. BoLE,
C. P. ROGERS, Jr.




