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UNITED. STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES RANDALL, OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

FIRE-KINDLER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 381,951, dated May 1, 1888,

Application filed May 12, 1886, Serial No. 201,918,

To all whom it - may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES RANDALL, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at San Fran-
cisco, in the county of San Francisco and State
of California, have invented a new and useful
Fire-Kindler,of which the following is a speci-
fication.

My invention relates to improvements in
fire-kindlers; and it consists in the construc-
tion of a pile of wood laths or strips, such as
are employed in plastering, said strips orlaths
being arranged in double tiers of parallel
laths placed. diagonally across the bed-track
upon which it is constriacted, and the angle of
each two tiers being placed at the angle of re-
flection or the equftl angle in the reverse di-
rection, as will be fully explamed

qure 1 is a perspective view showing the
pile sawed off at the rear end and broken off

ab the forward end; Fig. 2, a plan view of the

same as Fig. 1; Fig. 3, a side elevation of the
same; Fig. 4, a perspective view of a single
kindler with the intervening shavingor paper
strip removed. Fig. 5is an edge view of the
kmdler, showing the paper or shaving strips

¢ and G,

The following i is the construction of my im-
proved kmdler I take the laths A,of conven-
ient length-—say about two feetwaud lay
them diagonally across the bed-track paral-
lel to each other and distanced from each
other about the width of a lath. I then
place the side tie-strips, B and , over the
ends of the laths A. I then place the laths B
parallel with the laths A, but over the spaces
between the Jaths A. I then place two more
side tie-strips, E and F, over the ends of the
laths B. I then place the laths C diagonally

across at the opposite angle equal to the angle
of reflection from the angle of the laths A and-
B, the ends lying directly over the ends of the’

laths A. Tthen place the sjde tic-strips, E
and E; covering the ends of the laths C. 1
then place the laths D directly over the spaces
between the laths C. [ then place the side
tie-strips, E and F/, as before. I then place
the laths A’ with thin shaving or paper strips
G, coineiding in width and length, attached
sufficiently tohold them nupon the surface, but
50 as to allow them a free saturation with the
inflammable compound to which the whole is

(No model.}

to be subjected. These laths A’,I placeat the
same angle and directly over the laths A. I
then place the side attaching-strips, Eand E/,

-to cover the ends of the laths A’. I then place

the laths B’at the same angle and directly over
the laths B; then the side tie-strips, Eand F,
to cover the ends of the laths B'. I thenplace
the laths ¢ directly over and at the same angle
as the laths C. Then I place theside tie-strips,
E and F, to cover the ends of the laths C'. I
then place the laths D’ directly over the laths
D and at the same angle; then placing theside
tie-strips, E and ¥/, to cover the ends of the
laths D’; then the laths A’ and so on until the
whole pile is made ready for sawing. Iinter-
vene as many of the thin shavings or paper
strips as may be required torender the kindler
easily lighted by a match. I either nail or
glue the end strips, E and E, thus fastening
all the ends of the laths together.  Ithen bore
holes to receive the pins F, two at each inter-
section of the lath, sothat when sawed through
the lines a'and b the pins which passthrough

the laths B pass through the laths B’ and B
‘and through the laths D and D’ and D% and

the other pins at the same intersection pass
through the laths A, A’, and A’ and the laths
C, ¢, and C% leaving each kindler,when sep-
arated, in the form shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

I have shown twelve tiers of laths, so that
when separated the blocks from six of the tiers
will form one block or fire-kindler, although
any required number, more or less than these,
may be employed to produce a greater or less
pumber of blocks to each kindler.

Having thus described the manner and de-
sign of the construetion to secure the form of
the kindler, I will deseribe the remainder of
the process. .

The pile,being constructed in the form and
order of construction stated,is indefinitely ex-
tended as fast as fed up for the saws to cat the
lines designated by the dotted lines b. When
the lines or saw-cuts b are produced,the cross-
lines or saw-cuts a are produced,dropping the
kindlers in the forms shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

I generally immerse the kindlers in melted
resin, although other inflammable substances
may be emploved as a coating for the same.
The small block sawed from the ends of the
laths form an inferior kindling, and are use-

6o

05

70

8o

85

Q0

95

ole]



2 381,951

ful about in the proportion that they come in
the manufacture of the kindlers.

Iam aware that it is not broadly new to
provide a fire-kindler consisting of a series of

5 strips arranged diagonally and held together
by pins.

I am also aware that inflammable strips of
material have been interposed between the
wooden strips; but I am not aware that the

10 binding-strips E E' employed by me havebeen
heretofore used; nor am I aware that the kin-
dler as an entirety has been heretofore known.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, ard desire to secure by Letters Pat-

15 ent, is—

The combination. with 4 series of parallel
laths arranged in ficrs and leaving spaces be-
tween them, of the parallel laths C, arranged
diagonally with relation to the laths A B,
pins F, nassing through the several tiers, the 2c
binding-strips E E' between each tier of laths,
and the inflammable strips G G, secured be-
tween each tier of laths by the pins F, as set
forth.

JAMES RANDALL.
Witnesses:

JoHN H. REDSTONE,
L. E. REDSTONE.




