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To all whom it imay concerm:

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER B. SHER:
'WOOD, a citizen of the United States, residing
ab Ohlcavo in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented a certain new and use-
ful Improvementin Paper-Files; and I hereby
declare the following to be a full clear and
exact description of t the same.

My improvementrelates tothe class of papel
files to which the device set forth in Letters
Patent ofthe United States No. 352,664, granted
to me November 16, 1886, belongs, and I de-
mgn my presend 1mprovement especially for
use in connection with the aforsaid file.

+ My invention relates particularly to an im-

provement in the mechanism for adj usting and

firmly holding an arched transfer-wire in po-
sition with relation to its rigid vertical com-
panion receiving-wire.

By referring to my aforesaid Letters Patent
it will be seen that each arched transfer-wire
is supported at its lower end on a eylindrical
base confined in a socket, to permit of its be-
ing oseillated back and forth to move the trans-
fer-wire at its extremity into and out of align-
ment with its receiving- wire, and that the
maintenance of such ahcrnmenb depends for
reliability upon the fuctlonal hold inthesocket
of the eylindrical base.

Paper-files involving in their construction
movable arched transfer and rigid vertical re-
celvmg wires must, to be satlsf'wtorlly oper-
ative, depend in thelr use, in order to permit
ready transfer of the papers while on the file,
upon firmness of position of the transfer-wires
while coincident with the receiving - wires.
Therefore, unless provision be made for insur-
ing the desired rigidity, the device is defective,
or, at least, liable to become so with use. In
the aforesaid patented device such liability is
present, for the reason stated-—-namely, that
rigidity of position of the arched transfer-wire
with reference to the receiving-wire depends
upon the frictional hold in the socket of the
rotary eylindrical base. If the latter become

loosened with use, the permanent space be-
tween the receiving and transfer wires, which
istheall-important feature of the construction,
is liable to be destroyed or disorganized to an
extent that prevents the desired alignment of
the adjacent ends of the two wires.

Furbhel

more, a5 the necessity for moving the transfer-
wires in the improved device for which my
aforesaid Letters Patent were granted occurs
but geldom, comparatively speaking; there i3
nothing obJecblonable in a construction of the
adjustment of the transfer-wire that shall ren-

der it removable, if desired, to permit with-

' drawal of the accumulated papers in bulk from

the file, and, if removed, require replacing it
to adapt the file to continued use, since the
operation of entirely removing. the transfer-
wire need not be attended with greater diffi-
culty than one of simply moving or turning it
on its axis.

. It is my objeet to provide a simple and ef-
fective mechanism for the adjustment of the
transfer-wire, which, while ifs use permits the
removal from the file of the transfer-wire, in-
sures rigidity of the same in its adjusted posi-
tion of alignment with the receiving-wire to
produce and maintain the desired permanent
space,

To this end my 1nve11t10n consists in the
construction hereinafter set forth and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
a paper-file without the base provided with
my improvement; Fig. 2, a side elevation of
the same, partly in section, supported on the
base, which is shown as broken away; Fig. 3,
a plan view of my improved adjusting mech-
anism; Fig. 4, a broken view in elevation ofa
detail; "and Tigs. 5 and 6, respectively, a plan
anda broken perspectlve viewshowinga modi-
fication.

Ordinarily paper-files of the present con-
struction involve two each of the transfer and
receiving wires,in pairs,parallel to each other,
near opposite edges of a suitable base; and the
device upon which my present improvement
is shown to be applied is such a one, though,
of course, it is equally applicable to a paper-
file having only one pair of the wires.

A is the base, having secured upon it near
its upper end a rectangular metal frame, B,
provided at the corners of its lower or for-
ward side with sockets », to hold vertical re-
ceiving-wires C, and at the corners of its op-
posite side with sockets D, provided on their
outer sides with lugs ¢, having horizontal
screw-threaded openings to receive thumb-
serews B.
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Between the socketsand D, laterally on the
frame B, are sockets p, to receive and hold the
vertical rod portions of the punch and gage
device T, which need not be deseribed in
the present connection, sinee it forms no part
of my present invention, being deseribed and
claimed in my aforesaid Letters Patent.

G G are the arched transfer-wires inserted
into the sockets D, to extend normally and be
firmly held in alignment at their arched ex-
tremities with the ends of the receiving-wires
C, without, however, having contact with and
thereby forming continuations of the same,
but to afford permanent spaces o, whereby the
filing of papers may be performed without re-
quiring the transfer-wires to be moved for cach
operation,

As it is the purpose of my improvement to
permit fastening of thetransfer-wires in their
soclets by means of set-screws with a degree
of firmness that will prevent their uninten-
tional displacement when adjusted with refer-
ence to the receiving-wires, the lower end of
each transfer-wire may be provided with a flat
surface, as shown at sin Fig. 4. The transfer-
wire, however, may be flat in more than one
side,or, if desired, be square, as shown in Figs.
5 and 6, when the shape of the socket D inter-
nally should correspond. ’ .

The set-screws E are preferably in the form
of thumb-serews, as shown, and are inserted
through the threaded openings provided later-
ally, as aforesaid, in the sockets D to receive
them,

The transfer-wires fit snugly in their sock-
ets in position to coincide at their arched ex-
tremities with the receiving - wires, and by
tightening the screws I against them they may
be firmly secured in such position. To per-

mit their removal or displacement for the pur-
pose of withdrawing an accumulation of pa-
pers from the file, it is only necessary to loosen
the screws.

‘What I elaim as new, and desire to sccure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a paper-file, the combination,with the
base A and receiving-wire C, of an arched re-
movable transfer-wire, G, and a socket, D, to
receive the lower portion of the transfer-wire,
and provided with a set-screw, E, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. Ina paper-file, the combination,with the
base A and receiving-wire C, of an arched re-
movable transfer-wire, G, flattened toward its
lower end, and a socket, D, to reeeive the
lower portion of the transfer-wire, and pro-
vided with a set-screw, E, substantially asand
for the purpose sef forth.

3. In a paper file, the combination, with the
base A and a receiving-wire, C, of an arched
removable transfer-wire, G, square toward its
lower end, and a socket, D, corresponding in-
ternally with the shape of the square portion
of the transfer-wire, and provided with a set-
serew, I, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

4. Tu a paper-file, the combination,with the
base A and receiving-wire C, of an arched re-
movable transfer-wire, G, and a socket, D, to
receive the lower portion of the transfer-wire,
and provided with a lateral lug, ¢, having a
serew-threaded opening containingaset-screw,
E, substantially asand for the purposeset forth.

ALEXANDER B. SHERWOOD.

In presence of—
J. W. DYRENTORTH,
C. W. SHERWO0OD.
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