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UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE,

JOSHUA BERRY, OF J ONESBOROUGH, GEORGIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO
F. C. BETTS, OF SAME PLACE. -

GRAIN<CRADLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No, 382,024, dated May 1, 1888.
Avpplication filed September 29, 1887, Serial No. 251,060, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, JosaUuA BERRY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jones-
borough, in the county of Clayton and State
of Georgia, have invented new and useful Tm-
provements in Grain-Cradles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in
grain-cradles; and it consists in a certain
novel construction and arrangement of parts
for service, fully set forth hereinafter, and
specifically pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

view of the cradle. Xig. 2 isa detail section
of the lower end of the snath to show the at-
tachment of the scythe-blade thereto. Fig. 3
is a detail view of the back end of the scythe.
Fig. 4 is a detail view.
. Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
ignates the snath, of the ordinary shape, pro-
vided on the under side, at the lower end, with
a groove, a, the upper end of the said groove
terminating in a depression or socket, o,

B represents a nib attached to the snath.

C represents the scythe-blade, of the ordi-
nary shape, having the tang D on the rear
end, adapted to be placed in the groove in the
snath. The extremity of the said tang D is
bent over to form a hook to fit in the socket @’
ab the upper end of the said groove a.

E represents a band secured to the snath
near the lower end and passing around the
tang D of the blade, and F represents a wedge
adapted to be driven between the said band
and the outer side of the tang D, tofirmly
secure the latter in the groove.

- G designates an upright or post secured at
the lower end to the blade near its outer end
or point, and I designates a similar post
bolted to the blade near its inner end. The
upper end of the post G is inserted in the
lower arm of the socket-piece I, and a finger
or top bar, K, is attached to the upper ends
of the uprights G and H and inserted at the
outer end in the horizontal arm of the said
socket-piece. 'The inner end of the finger K
extends beyond the upright H, and is secured
at the extremity to athird upright or post, I,
which is secured at its lower end to the lower
end of the snath. :

. M desigtiates a brace-bar extending from th

post L near the upper end to the snath near
the nib, and N N designate similar braces ex-
tending from different points along the up-
right H to the snath, these latter being also
designed to prevent the grain from slipping
off the cradle at the inner end.

O O designate the fingers, extending from
the post L through the post H and secured at

_their outer ends in the post G.

It will be seen that the construction of this
cradle is very simple and strong. The lower
ends of the uprights G and H are secured to
thescythe by bolts or secrews passed up through
the latter. The advantage of the third post,
L, is to strengthen the cradle and prevent the
same from twisting when a heavy weight of
grain falls against the point of the same, This
accident is liable to happen when only two
posts are used, for the reason that there is not
substantial attachment to the snath of the in-
ner ends of the fingers.

The construction hereinshown anddegcribed
allows of a very secure bracing of the parts,
and as the same may be accomplished without

materially adding to the weight, the result is -

an improvement.

The manner herein described of attaching
the seythe to the snath is very simple, the
connection is easily made, and there is little
liability of the parts becoming detached. The
band being secured around the lower end of
the snath prevents the same from splitting,
and when the wedge is driven in between the
band and the outer side of the tang on the
scythe the said scythe is very securely at-
tached to the snath. '

The socket-piece, I, herein described is in
the form of an angle, having a horizontal and a
vertical arm, each of which forms a socket, in
which the end of one of the bars of the frame
may beinserted. Thesaidsocket-pieceisplaced
at the upper outer corner of the said frame,
and the ends of the upright G and the top fin-
ger, K, are inserted therein, and thus they are
bound securely together. The said joint be-

tween the upright and the finger is much more
secure than it could be if simply bolts were
used. The bars are prevented from splitting
at the same time that they arebound together.

The cradle as herein desecribed is composed
of wood, preferably, and therefore, although
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there arvea few more parts comprising:it than
in:other frames, (which are constructed with-
out the additional or third standard or up-
right,) the weight s in ireality less. i Being
construected of wood aud in the' manner de-
geribed, the frame is givena rebounding flexi-
ble action ‘which iron ior metalliccradles lack.
This is an'advantage, from:the fact:that asud:
den strain on any part: of the cradle ‘docs not
strain the same, but it'yields and then returns
to its first shape immediately.

It/ will be seen that the ends of tlie braces N
areinserted at their upper ‘ends in apertures
in the upright H and at their lower ends: in
apertures in the snath, | The brace M is:simi-
larly attached to the upright I and the snath.
This | construction' obviates ithe necessity of
using any supplémental means ofattachment,
The lower: ends of: ‘the braces miight be at-
tached to ‘a separate bar which  is: seecured to
the snath; but this is.objectionable, as its adds
weightand renders the eradle elumsy to han-
dle: : It also adds to the costiof manufacture.
It will be'seen, therefore, that it is far prefer-
ableto attach the énds of the said braces di-
rectlyito:the partsiwhich they areintended to
brace, as shiown and deseribed herein.

The fingers O pass through the upright H,
and there is muchiless: danger of their being
broken when ithis' method of: construction is
followed.

Having thus described the constructionand
arrangement of my:invention, I claim~~

1. The ecombination, with:the snath and the
seythe attached thereto, of the nprights G and
H, secured at their lower ends to theseythe re-
spectively near its: outer and 'inner ends, the
socket-piece: I, having :its -vertical : arm : ar-
ranged on the upper end of the upright G, the
top:finger; K, seeured to:the upperend of the
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upright: H and ingerted at its onter end:in the
liorizontal arm of the socket-piece, the said
finger being extended inward beyond the up-
right H, the upright Ly secured: to the lower
end of the snath and atfached atits upperend
to the inner end of the fibger K, the fingers O,
secured at their:inner: euds: in:the upright L
and at their outer ends/in the upright G, and
passing at their intermediate points through
the upright H, the brace M, extending from
the upper end of the upright L: to the snath,
andthe braces N, extending fromintermediate
pointsiof the upright H to the snath, substan-
tially as specified.

2. Ina grain-cradle, the combination of the
snathiand theiseythe secured thereto, theouter
and inneriuprights, G and H, secured at their
lower ends: to :the scythe, the top finger, K,
connecting the upper ends of the said uprights
and extending inward: beyond the innmer up-
right, the upright:L, attached atits:lowerend
to the snath, and having anapertare iniits up-
per end to receive theinner end of ithe finger
I the fingers O, passing through the upright
i at intermediate points of its length and se-
curediat their ends,respectively,to the nprights
G and L, the brace M; inserted atiitsiendsiin
apertures in the upright L and the snath, and
the braces N, inserted 'at: their ends: in aper-
tures at intermediate points of the: upright H
and thesnath, substantially as and forthe pur:
pose hereinbefore specified.

In testimony that Lclaim the foregoing as my
own I havehereto affixed mysignature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

3 JOSHUA BERRY.
Witnesses: .
J. J. HANES,
Gr0.'S; HANES.
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