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To all whom it may concerh:

Beitknown that T, James T. W, McLAUGH-
LIN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Harrisburg, in the county of Dauphin and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Step-Ladders

- with Jump-Shelf Attachment; and I do here-.
by declare that the following is a full, elear,
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and exact description of the invention, which
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to step-ladders com-
monly used by painters, paper-hangers, and
others, and has for its object an adjustable at-
tachment tothe lJadder termed a *‘ jump-shelf,”’
or platform whereon may be conveniently
supported a paint-pot, either at the level of
the top landing of the ladder or at one or two
lower levels, and which shelf may be folded
away when the legs of the ladder are closed
upon each other, as will be hereinafter more
fully described, and pointed out inthe claims.

In the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a side elevation of the step -ladder braced
open as for use with my jump-shelf extended
at the level of the top landing of the ladder,
and also indicated as reversed and supported
at a much lower level; and Fig. 2, a similar
view with the jump - shelf in position at me-
diuim height.

. Similar letters denote the same parts in the
several views.

Letter A denotes the landing or top step of
the ladder, which is secured firmly on the
battens D' by nails or wood-screws. To the

" exterior sides of said battensare fixedly at-
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I, as shown.

tached the main legs E of ladder, provided
with the steps ¢, and also the folding legs F,
pivoted to said battens by bolts X, and con-
nected to the opposite legs B by the stay-
pieces m n, pivoted thereto by serews or bolts
m »/, and joined together by the pivotal bolt
The legs F are also joined to-

gether by braces » and W. Said legs, braces,
landing, and steps are made in the usual man-
ner; but the battens D are rearwardly ex-
tended and joined together by the stop-ledge
d, or, in lien thereof, stops placed at the rear

ends of the battens D, as rests on which the
free end of the jump-shelf B is supported, as
shown, when fully elevated. The jump-shelf
B is provided with the cross-ledges B’ and B
on its under side, the latter of which hooks
over the stop-ledge d, for retaining said free
end of the shelf securely in elevated place.
The opposite end of said shelf has secured to
the under side of it the cross-ledge B’, which
bas joined thereto the braces C by staples b.

The braces C are preferably formed of a
continuous round rod, bent into U form, and
having its ends C' flattened and pivoted to the
legs F exteriorly. The middle of said rod is

the'axison which the said shelf may bereversed .

when the shelf is reversed end for end and
supported in low position, as shown by the
indicated lines in Fig. 1. The cross-ledge &/,
or stops in lien thereof, form an abutment
against which the shelf B bears to mainfain
itself level, as indicated. 'When the shelf is
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jumped to be at mid-elevation, as shown in .

Fig. 2, the inner end thereof is supported on
the fixed cross-ledge 8, or on lugs in lieu
thereof. In this manner the weight of a ves-
sel, H, serves to assist the shelf to retain cross-
ledge B? upon cross-ledge 8. When the shelf
is laid down freely, it folds close against the
ladder, and when the pivoted stay-pieces m o
are deflected upward the legs of the ladder
and said shelf may be folded compactly to-
gether. The brace-rods C may be made as
flat pieces of iron, having their ends pivoted
to the ends of the ledge B’ and to the sides of
the legs F; but it is preferred to use a round
rod to form both said braces as one rod, and

then the middle of the rod will answer as the-

hinge-pintle in the staples b, and thus it will
be stronger and of about equal cost.

I claim~— »

1. The shelf B, provided with the cross-
ledges B’ B* on its under side, and having the
braces C hinged or pivoted thereto and to the
legs F of the ladder permanently, in combina-
tion with the landing - battens D, provided
with the stop or stops d thereon, adapted to
be engaged detachably by the ledge B’ on the
free end of said shelf, substantially as herein
shown and desecribed. ‘
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2. In a step-ladder, the shelf B, provided | the landing on laddeir,for supporting said shelf
withthe cross-ledges B’ B?, and with the braces | thereby direct or reversed, substantially as
C, formed of a continuousrod,bentinto U form, | and for the purposes shown and deseribed.

having its middle joined by staples & to the JAMES T. W. McLAUGHLIN,
5 ledge B, and having its ends pivoted to the Witnesses: o
. lege F of the ladder, in combination with cross D. C. MAURER,

ledges or.stops S §' at various elevations below - THEOPHILUS WEAVER.




