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Be it known that T, HENRY A. BLACE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,
in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,
have invented a new and useful Improvement
in Lamps, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

My invention relates particularly to an im-
provement in the class of lamps used for sig-
naling purposes in connection with railroads.

It is a common occurrence for the signal-
light to be extinguished by the falling of the
wick into the oil-pot, owing to the effect upon
the wick - adjusting mechanism—to, turn the
wick down—ofthe jarring produced by the mo-

»tion of the train,whether the position of the

lamp be ab a switch or on the train. Such an
occurrence is obviously liable to be the cause
of disastrous consequences.

My object is to provide means of simple
and effective construction which shall operate
to hold the wick in place against the tendency
of the jarring effect of the train to lower it.

To this end my invention consists in having
the button on the end of the spindle carrying
the wick-operating ratchet-wheel on the burner
adapted to make frictional contact with the
surface of the oil-pot by securing the burner
in place.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view in ele-
vation of the oil-pot and burner of alamp pro-
vided with my improvement, and Fig. 2 a
plan view of the same.

A is the oil-pot of a common form of lan-
tern, B the burner, and C the ordinary wick
raising and lowering device comprising a hori-
zontal spindle, », provided with a button, o,
at one end and extending toward its opposite
end through the burner near its base and pro-
vided with one or more toothed wheels which
extend through the side of the wick-tube ¢
into the path of the wick and serve to en-
gage with the wick and produce raising and
lowering thereof by turning the spindle at
the button in the proper direction for the pur-
pose.

The button o, which is of ordinary disk form
and may be milled around its edge, is ar-
ranged with relation to the upper surface of
the oil-pot to extend into contact with the Iat-
ter,when the burner,which is preferably of the
ordinary screw-threaded variety, is screwed
into position——that is to say, the button is out
of contact with the upper surface of the oil-

(No model.)

pot while tiie burner is being screwed into
place and until it has been turned nearly to
its limit of tightening, whereby the button
remains free to be manipulated to regulate
the light by adjusting the wick. When the
burner by turning it has been lowered suffi-
ciently far to produce contact of the button
with the upper surface of the oil-pot, farther
turning increases the frictional contact of the
button by pressing it against such surface,
thereby tightening it to an extent which serves
to hold the spindle » against rotation by jar-
ring and thus effectually preventing uninten-
tional extingnishment of the light by thelow-
ering of the wick.

My object may be attained either by provid-
ing a button, o, of a diameter which wiil cause
its periphery to extend into contact with the
oil-pot when the burner is screwed down or
inserted part way, or by having the top of the
oil-pot or a portion of it sufficiently high or
‘“‘raised,” as shown at n, to extend against the
periphery of a button of ordinary relative di-
&meter when the burner is inserted to the de-
sired depth.

‘While I show my 1mp1ovement applied to
the oil-pot of a lantern, this being the imme-
diate medinm with Which I desire to use it, I
do not limit my invention to such particalar
means for its applieation, but wish to be un-
derstood as intending to secure protection for
it in any lamp-connection to which it is appli-
cable, the term “‘lamp’’ being employed in
ity broadest sense and including any light-
producing vessel with which my 1mptovement
may be used.

‘What I claim as uew and desu'e to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

The combination of an oil- pot, A,aburner,
B, and a wick raising and lowering device
hfwmg a Lutton, o, in frictional contact with
the oil-pot, substmntmllv as and for the pur-
pose set forth.
* 2. The combination of an oil-pot, A, pro-
vided with a raised top, a burner, B, and a
wick raising and lowering device, C, having
a button, o, in frictional contact with the oil-
pot, substantially as and for the purpose set
forth.

HENRY A. BLACK,

In presence of-—
J. W. DYRENFORTH,
CHAS, E. GORTON,
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