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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANE H. STANWOOD, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi-
nois, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Steps or Platforms, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification,

This invention relates to an improved con-
struction of steps and platforms specially de-
signed for carriages, omnibuses, railway-cars,
and other vehicles. My object isto render the
step capable of acting as a foot-scraper to a
more efficient degree than previous construe-
tions, and at the same time to simplify and
cheapen the manufacture. ,

The invention consists of a reticulated open-
work step or platform -consisting of strips of
thin metal placed edgewise, a surrounding
frame of stiff material by which the strips are
held together, and a hanger or equivalent sup-
port attached to the frame.

In the drawings accompanying this specifi-
cation and forming part thereof, Figure 1 is a
perspectiveof a carriage step made according
to my present invention.  Fig, 2is a planofa
step or platform,partly in section; and Fig. 8
is a vertical section of the same upon the line
33 of Fig. 2.

In said drawings, A represents one of the
series of strips composing the body of my im-
proved step or platform, and B the other se-
ries. Both series consist of strips formed of
flat band metal or other deseription of narrow
thin metal, and areslotted from one edge pref-
erably to their longitudinal centers, as shown
at @, sothat when puttogether edge uppermost,
with the slots of one series down and the slots
of the other series up, and with one series cross-
ing the other, they will halve together at their
intersections and form a-reticulated even-sur-
faced structure.

The ends of the various strips are fashioned
to fit into the groove ¢ of the surrounding

frame C, which is made of channel or other
suitable iron. This channel ¢ forms a guard
against vertical movement of the strips,while
the latter are mutually self-sustaining against
lateralyielding. Of courseothershaped metal
may be employed for the frame; but the form
shown is very simple and serves the purpose
well. Its ends may be spliced by the use of
the plate D and rivets d, or in any other suit-
able way. The strips A and B may be wavy
or zigzag instead of straight. They should
preferably, however, approach the frame at
right angles to the latter, because if they enter
the channel inthe latter obliquely they are apt
to spring or bend out of the channel.

A step or platform made in this way forms a

very efficient foot-scraper, as the edges of the

strips are thin and sharp aund well adapted to
cut into and loosen mud and snow adhering to
the feet, while the meshes in the step permit
the free escape of all which may become de-
tached. Stiffening or strengthening ribs may
be passed through the structure from end to
end or side to side, if found desirable.

The device illustrated is a carriage-step and
is provided with the hanger customarily used
with such steps. The form of the hanger or
hangers and the size and shape of the step or
platform are, however, immaterial matters in
1my invention.

I claim— ‘

The reticulated or open-work step or plat-
form consisting of a support or hanger, a stiff
frame secured to the support or hanger, and
separatestripsof sheetorlikethinsharp-edged
metal forming the tread and arranged edge-
wise in and supported by said frame without
being welded to or made integral therewith,
substantially as set forth, =~

- FRANK H. STANWOOD.

‘Witnesses:

H. M. MUNDAY,
R. H. MUNDAY.
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