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. corner portions of the end of the strip held by
" the needle are drawn against the edges of the
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. torn or said strip is caught and drawn out of
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~of the inconveniences pertaining to the use of
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, FREDERICK C. BEASLEY
and MILTON BRADLEY, citizens of the United
States, residing at Springfield, in the county
of Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Weaving-Needles, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to weaving-needles,
the object being to provide a needle of this
class of such improved construction that many

those heretofore made are obviated; and the
Invention consists in thepeculiar construction
of theneedle, all as hereinafter fully described,
and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
weaving-needle constructed according to my
invention, therebeing indicated in dotted lines
in said figure a portion of a strip of paper or
other material having one end thereof held be-
tween the end of the spring-lateh and the end
of the needle-head in operative position. TFig.
2 is an edge view of "the needle, drawn on a
somewhat smaller scale than that shown in
Fig. 1.

‘The weaving-needles heretofore in use by
children or other persons.for weaving strips
of faney, colored, or other paper or cloth, either
for amusement;, instruction, or for some useful
purpose, are 0 made that when holding a strip
of paper by one end corners or portions of said
end project laterally beyond the edges of the
needle, and when the stripso held is drawn be-
tween the strips of paper which, so to speak,
constitnte the warp of the woven product, said

warp-strips, and either the latter are thereby

the needle, and much inconvenience results
therefrom. _

In the improved needle herein shown and
described the above-described difficulties are
overcome, and by its peculiar construction the
strip held by it is with great difficulty drawn
from the needle, and, in fact, when said strip

is of paper the end thereof, when the strip is

pulled upon, will tear off before it will slip 5o
from the needle. : ;

The needle is made from two thin strips of
metal, 2 and 3, preferably of steel, having the
requisite spring quality. Thesaid metal strip
2 constitutes the body of the needle, on. one 55
end of which is formed the hook-shaped head.

4, the end 5 of which extends toward the op-
posite or shank end of the needle, substantially -
parallel with one side of said body 2.. The
said piece 3, constituting the latch of the nee- 6o
dle, is of the same material as the body thereof,
and is rigidly secured by one end to that side

of the body 2 over which the end 5 of the head
extends by brazing, riveting, or other suitable
means, and its free end 6 extends under theend 65
b of the needle-head, and is held normally in -
the position shown against the inner side of
said end 5 by the spring action of said latch,
which is bent away from the side of the body

2 about at the junction of the latch and body, 70
as shown. . The free end 6 of the said lafch of
the needle i3 offset, as shown, in order to form

a shoulder, 7, higher than the adjoining end 5

of the head 4 of the needle, and of the com-
bined thickness of said end and of a strip of 75

. material held between the lapped ends 5 and

6,.s0 that when the needle holding the end of
a strip of material to be woven is drawn be-
tween said warp-strips the latter will belifted - -
high enongh above the end 5 to be carried 8o
quite over it without catehing thereon, or on
any part of the end of the said strip which is
held between the end of the latch and the end
bof thehead 4. Theextremeend of the shank
of the needle in Fig. 1 is shown parfly broken
off. :

The operation of the within-described needle
in practice is as follows: Thestrip of paperor
other material to be held and manipulated is
held in alire with and over the latch of the
needle, with one end thereof near the end 5 of
the needle-head. Theend6 of thelatehisthen
forced toward the adjoining side of the needle,
thereby springing the end of the latch away
from the end 5. The end of said strip of ma-
terial nearest the head of the needle is then
Pplaced between the end of the latch and theend.
b, and the latch is released, letting it spring
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against said end 5, and thereby clamping the
end of said strip therebetween. The freeend
of said strip is then folded over the end 5 of
the head 4 to the position shown by the dotted
lines D, Fig. 1, which indicate the relative po-
sitions of the head of the needle and the end of
said strip after the latter is attached to the
needle, and its end is left in the position as
thereshown. Whensaidstripisdrawn through
said warp in weaving, the needle is moved in
the direction indicated by the arrow in Fig. 1,
and consequently said strip is drawnin a cor-
respondingly straight line, or nearly so; but
owing to the fact that the end of the strip is
folded or hooked over the end 5 of the needle-
head, and that the end of the latch presses
against the end of said strip, the latter is not
easily disengaged from the needle. The bent

form at the end 5 of the hook, which the strip
of paper takes when held by the needle, as in
Fig. 1, contributes to cause the attached end
of the strip to pass between the warp-stripsin
weaving, and might sometimes prevent said

end from catching were the shoulder 7 not
formed on the latch 3; but the shoulder in- 25
sures the best work.

‘What we claim as our invention is—

1. A weaving-needle consisting of a body
having a head in the form of a hook, and a
spring-latch rigidly secured by one end to one 3o
side of said body, having its free end extend-
ing under and bearing against the end of said
hook,-and a shoulder, 7, thereon higher than
the adjoining end 5 thereof, substantially as
set forth. 35

2. A weaving-needle consisting of a body
having a head in the form of a hook, and a ~
spring-latch rigidly secured by one end to one
side of said body,; having its free end extend-
ing under and bearing against the end of said 40
hook, substantially as set forth,
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