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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES C. COVERT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West
Troy, in the county of Albany and State of
New York, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Throat-Latches for Hal-
ters, of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings. ‘

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in halters constructed,

preferably, of strips of webbing. :
My invention consists of a throat-latch con-

structed of a strip of webbing secured rigidly

ab one end to one cheek-piece and detachably

- to the other cheek-piece, and provided with a
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connecting device having aneye at one end and
composed ofaskeleton frame having cross-bars,
the latch being woven between the cross-bars
and the eye adapted to fit over ahook or suit-
able device secured to one cheek-piece.

My invention further consists of a hook hav-
ing a recess on one side of the preng and lug
on the other side opposite the recess, and of
the skeleton frame having the eye at one end
adapted to fit over the hook and prevented

from accidental displacement by the lug and-

removable by passing into the recéss. ,

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and on which like
reference-letters indicate corresponding fea-
tures, Figure 1 represents a perspective view
of the upper portion of a halter with my im-
brovementsapplied thereto; Fig. 2,an enlarged
sectional view of the skeleton frame and a part

- of the interwoven throat-lateh; Fig. 8, an en-

larged detail view of the frame in plan; and
Fig. 4, an enlarged detail view of a modified
form of hook in perspective. o

The letter A designates the upper portion of

a head-stall or halter, of any approved type,
but preferably of webbing and of the kind
set forth in Letters Patent granted to me May
10, 1887, No. 862,494, for halters. To this
halter, at the usual place for a throat latch, is
secured by a rivet or otherwise one end of a
strip,B,of lighter grade and of less width than
the halter proper. This piece of webbing con-
stitutes the throat-latch, and at its free end is
provided with askeleton frame, C. This frame
is composed of side pieces, D, of end pieces, E

and F, from the latter of which is a projection
or head, G, having an eye, H, therein, and of
two cross-bars, I and J, the latter being pref-
erably a little farther from the end piece, E,

than from the cross-bar I, for the purpose of-

giving ample space for the passage of the two
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thicknesses of the latch, The latch being of -

fabric and somewhat soft, and also requiring to
be adjustably secured, needs to bearrangedin
a peculiar way. This way consists in thread-
ing it between the end piece, E, and the cross-
bar J, being under the former and over the
latter, thenece between the bars Jand I, under
and round the latter, back over itself, under
the piece E, and between it and incoming por-
tion of the latch,
part tending to move in one direction, acts

drawn in the other direction, while the strain
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When thus arranged, one -

‘against the other part, which is consequently -
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against the cross-bars and end piece, E, be-

ingadded,the result isthat the latch isstrongly
held, yet easily adjusted.

The letter K refers to the hook with which

the eye H engages, which is secured to the hal-.

ter, as by a rivet, and has its prong recessed
at L and provided with a lug, M, opposite the
recess to prevent the eye from working off,
while the recess admits of removing the eye
by hand.- The lug N protects the end of the
prong or hook from being broken or bent by
catching against anything, as set forth in my
said patent. ‘ :

These improvements are of great value in
the trade, and render the halter Secure upon
the animal’s head without liability of slipping’
off, with convenience in adjusting, and with
ease in engaging and disengaging the eye,and
without danger of the eye working off the hook,

Having thus fally deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a halter, substan-
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tially asshown and described,and a web throat-

latch secured permanently to one side of the
upper portion of the halter,of a skeleton frame,
as G, through which the free end of thelatch is
woven,and constructed with an eye at the end
nearest the side of the halter oppositetothat to

. which the latch is permanently secured, and a

devicesecured to said nearest side of the halter
with which the eye is adapfed to engage.
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9. The combination, with a halter, substan-
tially as shown and described, and a hook se-
cured to one side of the upper portion thereof,
and having a prong constructed with a recessin

-one side and a lug on the other side and oppo-

site the recess, of a throat-latch connecting-
frame,as C,havingan eye at one end adapted to
be fitted over the said prong by hand and ar-
ranged to be secured against accidental dis-
lodgement by the said lag.

3. The combination, with a halter, of a me-
tallie hook, for the purpose described, consist-
ing of a body portion having a holeat one end
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for theattachment of the hook tothehalter and
terminating at the other end in a prong run-

‘ning toward said hole,the prong having arecess

in one side of it and alug on the other side op-
posite the recess, whereby an eye may be fitted
dver the prong by the hand and is prevented
from accidental dislodgement.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
JAMES C. COVERT.
Witnesses:
ARTHUR B. STEWART,
FrRED W. COVERT.
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