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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY HAMMOND, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Charl
ton, in the county of Worcester and State of
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in . Fruit- Cutters, &e.;
and I dohereby declare that the followmg is'a
full, clear, and exact deseription thereof, which,
in connectlon withthe drawings maklng a part
of this specification, will enable others skilled
in the art to Whlch my invention belongs to
make and use the same.

My invention relatestoa cutter for fruit, &ec.;
and it consists in an improved eonstructlon of
a cutter of this class, and, more particularly,

.in providing it witha spring-actuated holding
jaw or surface by means of which the stem of-

the fruit, or anything else which it is desired

to cut off, will be securely held and prevented.

from droppmg after bemg operated on by the
cutter.

The object of my invention is to prov1de a
catter for cutting fruit, flowers, &e., of simple

construction and opelatlon, and adapted to-

-grasp or hold whatever is cut. or severed and
prevent the same from dropping until the cut-
ter is opened to release the same.

Referring to thedrawings, Figurelisa view
of a cutterembodying myunprovements, apor-
tion of the spring-actuated holding-jaw being
broken away. Fig. 2 is a reverse view of a
portlon of the cutter shown in Fig. 1. Fig.3
is an edge view of a detached portion of the
cutter, looking in the direction of arrow a, Fig.
1. Fig. 4 is a section on line # , Fig. 1, look-
ing in the direction of arrow b, same ﬁgure,
the jaws being shown closed. Fig. 5 corre-
sponds with Fig. 4, except a stem is shown in-
serted and held between the jaws; and Fig. 6
shows the spring-actuated holding jaw or sur-
face detached.

In the accompanying drawings, 1 and 2 rep-
resent the handles, of any ordinary construc-

tion, of a cutter, which are pivoted together |

by a pin or screw, 3, in this instance prov1ded
with anat, 4, to hold said pin orserew in place.
The handles 1 and 2 have the jaws 6 and 5 re-
spectively made a part thereof and extending
beyond the pivot-point of the handles, as is cus-
tomary in the ordinary construction of pinch-
ers. Thelowerjaw, 6, is preferably provided

(No model.)

| ‘With a strip of leather, 7, or other pliable ma-

terial held in a depression in the face of said
jaw 6; but this may be dispensed with, if de-
sired, and the face of the jaw roughened or left
smooth, if preferred. The upper jaw, 5, car-

ries the knife-blade 8, which is adapted to ex-

tend along one edge or side of said jaw and
sever or cut off anything placed between the
jaws by shearing on the corresponding edge of
the other jaw, 6. © (See Figs. 4and 5.) Inthis
instance the knife-blade 8 is made angular in
cross section (see Figs. 4 and 5) and secured
to the upper surface or face of the jaw 5 by
serews 9. If preferred, the knife-blade may
extend only along the edge of the jaw 5, as is
often customary, and be secured thereto in any
well-known manner, or made a part thereof.
The jaw 5 is provided upon its inner face or
surface with the movable or spring-actuated
hoiding jaw or surface 10, which is supported
and pivoted upon the pin orscrew 3, and is pref-
erablyprovided with an oblongslot 11, therein,
through which said pin or screw 3 extends, in
order that there may be a slight movement of
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said movable jaw 10 at its plvob point, thus -

causing the movable jaw10toact more quickly
at its pivoted end to grasp and hold whatever
is inserted between the jaws of the cutter. A
round hole may be substituted for the oblong
slot 11 in the movable jaw 10, if preferred.

The movable holding-jaw 10 is made angular
in cross-sectiony as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, so
as to extend along the edge of the jaw 5 oppo-
site from the knife-blade 8; and.soas to extend
along the inner face of the jaw 5, forming a
yielding surface for said jaw b, (see Fig. 1,)
and said movable jaw 10 is adapted to bear or
press against the face of the jaw 6. (See Fig.
4.) The movable holding-jaw 10 is pressed
away from the face of the jaw 5—in this in-
stance by means of a small spiral spring, 13,
supported in a hole, 14, in said jaw and bear-
ing at one end againstthe top plate of the knife-
blade 8 and at its other end against the inte-

rior surface of said movable jaw 10. (See Figs.

1, 4,and 5.) Asmall lugor projection, 15, on
the edge of the movable jaw 10 extends over
the end of the top plate of the knife-blade 8
(see Figs. 1, 2, and 3) and prevents said jaw

10 from bemg pressed or held too far away -

from jaw b by the spring 13.
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The operation of my improved cutter will
be readily understood by those skilled in the
art from the above description, in conneetion
with the drawings, and is asfollows: The user
grasps the handles 1 and 2 in the ordinary
manner and spreads them apart, causing the
jaws 5 and 6 to diverge. e then incloses the
stem, as 16, Fig. 5, between the jaws and

brings the handles 1 and 2 together, which |

causes the jaws band 6 to be bronght together
and the knife-blade 8 to act tosever the stem,
and at thesame time the spring-actuated hold-
ing-jaw 10 to be compressed, binding and hold-
ing the stem between it and the jaw 6. By
spreading the handles 1 and 2 apart at the de-
sired time the jaws 5 and 6 will be opened and
the stem released. T

Having thus described my invention, what I~

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent,is—

1. The combinaticn, with the jaws 5 and 6,
pivoted together and provided with the han-
dles for operating the same, of a knife-blade
upon one of said jaws, a spring-actuated hold-

5 ing-jaw extending between said jaws 5 and 6
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and forming a yielding surface for one of said
jaws, a spring interposed between said mov-
able jaw and the jaw it extends over, and a lug
integral with the movable jaw and embracing

the jaw over which said movable jaw extends 3o

on the side opposite from said spring, for the
purpose stated, substantially asshown and de-
scribed. .

2. In a fruit-cutter, the combination, with
jaws pivoted together and provided with han-
dles-for operating the same, one of said jaws
having a knife-blade thereon, of a spring-actu-
ated holding-jaw extending between said jaws
and forming a yielding surface for one of said
jaws, said holding-jaw being loosely secured
at its rear end upon the pivot-pin of said jaws,
and provided with an oblong slot therein to
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permit of the rear end of said holding-jaw -

moving on said pivot-pin, for the purpose
stated, substantially as set forth.

HENRY HAMMOND.
Witnesses: :

JouN C. DEWEY,
CLARENCE M. DICKINSON.
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