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To all whom it ma,y COnCern:

Be it known that I, HENRY C. FAY, a citizen

_of the United States, res1dmg at Wor cester, in

‘the county of Worcester and State of Massa-

5 chusetts, have invented certain newand useful

Improvements in Folding Cases, of which the

following is a specification, reference being had

to the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a

1o trunk-shaped case embodying my invention.
Fig. 2showsa rearelevation of the same. Fig.
3 is a rear elevation of the case as folded. Fig.
4 is a transverse sectional view of a part of the

. case. Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view of

15 thelid. Fig. 6isalongitudinal sectional view

of a part of the case, and Fig. 7 is a longitudi-

nal view showing the spring-bottom.

Similar letters refer to similar parts in the
several views.

My invention relates to a folding case in
which the parts are so arranged that the case
may be varied in size; and it consists in the
construction and arrangement of the parts, as
hereinafter described and claimed.

25 A A’ aresides rigidly attached-to the bot-
tom B, Fig. 4, and C (' are end pieces,also at-
tached to the bottom B. To the fixed end

. pieces C.C are hinged the end pieces D D,
byahinged joint. (Shown in section in Fig. 6.)

The hinged edges are beveled on their inner
-gides, and to the beveled surfaces « a, I attach
the leaves of the hinges b b and the strips of
rubber or leather ¢, thus forming an insect-

tight joint.

The hinged end pieces,when folded, assume
_the position indicated by broken llnes D% and
the upper edges of the end pieces, resting on the
posts d d, hold the ends parallel with the bot-
tom of the case, forming a support for the
hinged sides B F" when folded in, and inclos-
ing a space, ¢, adapted to hold any contents
which it may be desired to retain in the case
when folded. _
~ The side pieces, E E', are hinged, as shown
in sectional view in Fig. 4, the leaves of the
hinges being attached to the edges, with the
pinfles on the inner side, so that when the sides
are opened they will be held from falling out-
ward, and are also held from falling inward by
50 means of the ends D D’. The ends D'’ are
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maintained in an upright position by asliding
pin or bolt, f, or any other equlvﬂent method
of fastenmg

One of.the sides is hmged far enough above
the bottom so that the hinged side piece E 53
will fold in and lie in ahorizontal position on
the upper surfaces of the folded ends D D’,and "
the opposite side, E, is hinged enough higher. -
8o it will rest, when folded in a horizontal po-
s1t10n, on the side E, asshown by broken lines
in Fig. 4. 1If, however, the case is so made that
the hinged sides do not overlap, both may be
hinged the same distanee from the bottom: B.
In the upper edge of the hinged piece E, I in-
sert the metal block g, having a dovetalled re-
cess to receive the leaves of the lid-hinges,
which ‘I hold securely in place by a.pin, A,
passing through the leaf and block g.

To the front edge of the lid I attach a hasp,
T, containing a lock having a button, 4,adapted
to engage the socket G on the hinged side E.

Inthe upper edge of thefixed side A’, I place
metal blocks , similar to those i in K, and hav-
ing similar dovetailed grooves, j'.

When the case is to be folded, the leaves of 75 -
thelid-hinges held in the blocks g areremoved,
the ends and sides of the case folded in, a,nd
the leaves placed in the dovetailed grooves j§’
and the lid locked in the socket G on‘the fixed
side A, 'When the side ' is folded over the 8o
side E, the lid or cover is nofiched at H to fit -
the side E'. - In order to close the space be-:
tween the case and lid against the passage of
inseets,I place aline of rubber tubing, %,around
the edge of the lid,in position to be compressed 83
when the lid is closed over, the folded sides
E and E, and a similar line of elastic tubing
may be placed between the fixed and hinged .
sides A and B and A’ and E. Around the
edges of the lid is-a flange, I, a8 is usual in go
trunk-lids, and in order to hermetically seal
the space occupied by the notch H, I place a
line of elastic tubing, I, between the inner side
of the flange I and outer side of the ends C C.

The elastic tubing L may be attached to thein- g5
ner surface of the flange I, as shown in Fig. 5,
or it may be fastened dnectly to the outer sur-

face of the case.

For most purposes to which my improved
case is adapted—such as the carriage of fruit, 1c0
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eggs, or other fragile articles—I use a movable
bottom, J, resting on and supported by springs
11, which are held on lugs projecting inwardly
from the sides or ends of the case, or they are
supported, asillustrated in Fig. 7, by the fixed
bottom B. ) .

The hinged ends D D’ may either be hinged
at such height above the bottom B as will af-
ford the required space ¢ when the case is
folded, or in some cases the ends D D’ will be
hinged directly to the bottom of the case.

‘What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a folding case or
box whose sides are provided with dovetailed
grooves,of a detachablelid,and hingesattached
to said lid provided with leaves adapted tobe
inserted in said dovetailed grooves, whereby
the 1id is attached to said case or box, substan-
tially as described.

2. In a folding case or box, the combination
of a rigid and a folding section, substdntially
as deseribed, each of said sections being pro-
vided with dovetailed grooves, and a lid hav-

ing hinges provided with leaves adapted tobe
inserted in said dovetailed grooves, substan-
tially as described.

3. In a box or case, the sides provided with
dovetailed grooves to receive the leaves of the
lid-hinges, a detachable lid having hinges, each
of which is provided with a leaf which is
adapted to enter one of said grooves,and a pin
passing throughsaidleavesinto the box,where-
by the lid is attached to the box or case, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

4. In a folding case, the sides A A’and CC/,

attached to the bottom of the case, folding sides:

T E, folding ends D D/, the edges of the sides
A’ and F being provided with grooves, as de-
scribed, and a detachable lid having hinges
whose leaves are adapted to enter and be held
insaid grooves,and an clastic packing between
gaid lid and the sides of said box or case, sub-
stantially as described.

HENRY C. FAY.
Witnesses: )
CHARLES F. STEVENS,

Rurus BENNETT FOWLER.
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