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To all whom i6 may concern:

Be it known that I, MorGAN E. LASHER, of
Champaign, in the county of Champaign and
State of lllinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Hame-Links; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a front view of my im-
proved link uniting the lower ends of a pair
of hames. Tig. 2 is a view of the same de-

tached and its closing end spread open, such

being the appearance of the link as put upon
the market. Fig. 3 is aviewof the link with
the loop-dividing bar removed. ]

This invention relates to improvements in
harness-links; and it has for its objects topro-

“videan improvedlink for connecting the lower
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ends of the hames and also for the attachment
of the pole-strap or choke-strap, or both; and
the invention consists in the novel construe-
tion of link and arrangement of parts herein-
after fully explained, and particularly speeci-
fied in the claims.

In the drawings, A designates the link
proper, which is composed of a main rod or
bar, B, and aloop-rod, C. Thebar Bisbowed
somewhat, as shown, to accommodate it to the
collar upon which the hames are placed, and
the opposite ends of this bar are bent down-
ward and inward, as shown at b ¥, forming
complete semicircular bends. The end & of
the bar is made of greater extent than end ¥,
for a purpose hereinafter shown. Both ends
b b are preferably tapered off to permit their
readier engaging in the eyes f f of the hames
F F, as shown. .

The loop-rod Cof the link has its main por-
tion lying parallel with but below the bar B,
and similarly curved centrally thereto. How-
ever, the rod O is of less length than bar B,
and its ends ¢ ¢ are bent upward and outward
and unite with bar B at a point where the
curve of ends b ¥ begins, so that the portions
¢ ¢ of rod C and the bends b b’ of bar B form
almost continuous rings at the opposite ends
of the link. The ends of rod C are widened
af their junction with bar B, so that noangular

(Nomodel.)

corners are formed either on the interior of
the loop or within the bends of the link. The
bar B and rod C are made integral, either of
wroughtor cast malleable metal, so as to gunard
against the danger of the loop-rod C being
broken away from bar B when the lirk is in
use.

Inapplying thelinkto the hames F'F, I first
pass the elongated end of bend b of bar B
through the eye fof one hame, and then bend
end b down against theadjoining part ¢ of rod
C, securely but flexibiy jointing the link to
oné hame, as shown. The opposite end, V', of
the link can be hooked into the eye of the re-
maining hame-to secure the hames in position
upon the collar. )

The peculiar bend of end ¥ and the adjoin-
ing end ¢ of rod C prevents any casual un-
hooking of the link and hame. It will be ob-
served that the end b of the link is bent so
much inward that the space between its point
and the adjoining edge of bend ¢ of rod C is
of less extent than the diameter of the open
ring formed by said bends " and ¢. Conse-
quently to hook this end into the eye of the
hame it is necessary to depress the opposite,
end of the link somewhat in order to readily
engage.the eye of the hame in bend 5'.

D designatesametal ring hung in the loop of
the link, as shown. This ring may be forged
around theloop-bar, or the link may be forged
around the ring, as may be most convenient.
To produce a cheaper link and ring, I first
maketheringsseparately. Then,whenprepar-
ing to cast the links, T put a core-print of the
ring on thelink-pattern, and after drawing out
the pattern place the ready-made ring in the
space of the core-print and east the link
around the same. DMy object is to so unite
the ring and link that they cannot be separated
without breakage. This ring D is for the at-
tachment of the pole strap or chain, the
choke-strap of the harness being attached to
the remaining horizountal portion of the loop-
rod C. ‘ _

In order to prevenb chafing of the ring
against the choke-strap or its undunly rubbing
and abrading the link by toomuch play there-
on, I purpose employing a division and re-en-
force bar, E, as shown. This bar is set to di-
vide the loop-space of thelink into twospaces
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of equal or unequal extent, in one of which is
retained the ring and in the other the choke-
strap of the harness. The bar E also braces
the centers of bar B and rod C, as is evident.
The said bar 12 is formed integral with the

other portions of the link, or properly secured |

thereto in the mannerand for the purpose de-
seribed.

It will be observed that my improved link
canbe readily and easily attached to the hames,
and by closing bend b it ecannot beccine en-
tirely separated or detached from the hames.
By reason of its parts being integral and the
loop entirely closed it is not liable to become
broken or any of its attached parts unloosed
therefrom when in use. These are great ad-
vantages over the ordinary loops, in which the
hook ends are not adapted to be bent around
the eye of the hame, and the loop is made
separately from and attached to the connect:
ing-bar by riveting—such, for instance, as that
shown in Patent No. 277,290.

Having described my invention, what I claim
as new is——

1.. The herein-described one- piece hame-
link, comprising a top bar having a central
depending loop formed therewith and itsends
extended on each side of said loop and curved
to engage the hame-eyes, one of said ends be-
ing adapted to close against the loop around
oneof thehame-eyes, all substantially as speci-
fied. ' .

2. The herein- deseribed hame -link, com-
posed of an upper connecting-bar having its
ends bent, as described, one of which is elon-
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gated to permit its closing around the eye of
the hame, and a lower loop-rod having up-
turned ends lying just within the bent ends of
the connecting-bar and formed integral there-
with, in combination with a ring secured in
the loop of the link, all substantially as set
forth.

3. The hame-link having a central loop and
curved hooked ends outside this loop, and a
central division-bar dividing the loop-space,
all substantially as described.

4. The hame-link consisting of an upper
bar having its ends bent to engage the hame-
eyes, a loop-rod formed integral with said bar,
a division-bar in said loop-space connecting
the loop-rod with the upper bar, and a ring
in one of the spaces of said loop, substantially
as specified.

5. The hame link for harness, consisting of

an upper bar, B, having bentends b 9’, aloop- .

rod, C, having bent ends ¢ ¢, formed integral
with bar A and widened at the junctionsthere-
with, a re-enforce division-bar, E, connecting-
bar B and rod C centrally of the loop-space,
and a solid ring, D, mounted on the loop-bar
on one side of bar E, all constructed and ar-
ranged substantially as specified.

In testimony thatI claim the foregoing as my
own I affix my signature in presence of two
witnesses.

MORGAN E. LASHER.

Witnesses:
. K. ROBESON,
G. W. DAVIDSON.
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