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, SPHECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No0.382,937, dated May 15, 1888,
) Application filed December 9, 1887. Serial No. 257,443, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerw: ‘

Beit known that I, EGBERT BABCOCK, a citi-
zen of the Unifed States, residing at Laurens,
in the county of Otsego and State of New York,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Folding Tables, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
folding tables; and it consistsinthe construe-
tion and novel combination of parts herein-
after described, illustrated in the drawings,
and pointed out in the appended claim.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the under
side-of a table constructed according to my in-
vention and showing one pairof legs folded
and the other pair extended. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal section of the same. Tig. 3 isa de-
tail view of one of the cleats. Tig. 4 is a de-
tail perspective view of the folding brace, to
show more clearly the shoulders which limit
the downward motion of the adjacent ends of
the arms of the said brace.

Referring by letter to the drawings, A des-
ignates the table-top, to the under side of
which near the ends are secured the cleats B
B, which are povided on their inner sides near
the ends with shoulders C C.

D D represent the legs, which are pivoted ab
their upper ends to theshoulders C C by means
of bolts or serews. These legs are connected
together in pairs, (the two legs attached to
each cleat constituting a pair,) by the cross-
braces It B, which are attached to the oufer
sides of the said legs at their upper ends. The
braces are beveled on their outersidesto ren-
der the upper or bearing surfaces thereof
broader than the lower edges. When thelegs
are extended or arranged in vertical positions,
theupperedges of the cross-braces bearagainst
the lower sides of the cleats, and thns prevent
the legs from swinging beyond a vertical po-
sition when they are suabjected to an outward
strain. .

The objeet in pivoting the legs of the table
to shoulders on the eleats instead of pivoting
them to the ends of the cleats will now be
clearly seen. The cross-braces extend to the
outer sides of the legs, and as the cleats cx-
tend beyond the outer sides of the legs theen-
tire upper edge of each cross-brace findsa bear-
ing-surface on the cleat. Further, the cleats

extend entirely across the table-top, and thus
prevent the latter from separating or splitting,
but at the same time, owing to the shoulders
on the cleats, the legs may be pivoted a short
distance inward from the edges of the top.
The ends of the cleats are beveled downward
from the edges of the top for a purpose which

-will be readily appreciated.

G Grepresént the hingedand jointed braces,

“which consist, respectively, of the arms ¢ g,

which are jointed together at their adjacent
ends, and the ears ¢’ ¢, which are hinged or
jointed to the outer or free ends of the said
arms. These ears are secured by screws or
other similar means respectively to the lower
edge of the cross-brace between the legs and
the under side of the table top between the
cleats.

The adjacent and connected endsof the arms
¢ g are provided with the Dbeéaring-shoulders
H H, which are adapted to come in contact
when the legs are extended, and the braces
are bent slightly beyond a straight line. The
objeet in arranging the said shoulders so as to
allow the brace to bend beyond the straight
line before they come in contaet is to prevent
a slight jar or blow upon the brace or the
leg of the table from disturbing the brace
and allowing it to fold. It will also be ob-
served that the braces fold outward—that is,
toward the ends of the table. Therefore,
when the legs are extended the weight of the
centers of the folding braces hold the shoul-
ders H H in contact. If the joints of the
brace should through long usé become loose
the braces will not berendered unsafe, as their
weight will still hold them in the operative
position. Also, when the legs are extended
the braces will assume their proper positions
without operating them individually. If, on
the other hand, the braces are so arranged as
to fold inward or toward the center of the
table, the weight of the cenfer of the brace will
tend to cause it to fold. Therefore, when the
joints become loose by wear, this tendency to
fold will render the table unsafe, ag a slight
jar or blow upon the inrer side of one of the
legs will allow the center of the brace to drop,
and as a consequence the table will fall. Thus
the mere sagging of one of the braces will re-
sulb in the collapse of the table aud the pre-
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cipitation of itscontents upon the floor. This
objection therefore is of great importance, it
being of absolute necessity in a table to guard
against even the possibility of an accident.

‘When the legs of the herein-described table
are folded, the corresponding legs at opposite
ends of the table are adapted to bear side by
side against the under side of the top.

K represents a button or catch, which is piv-
oted on the lowerend of thestandard L, which

_is attached to the table-top, and is adapted to

be turned under two adjacent folded legs to
thus lock them in their folded position.

Many tables are constructed with their legs
hinged directly to the top. This construction
is objectionable—first, because all the strain
of the legs is brought upon two or three
points, and the result is (especially if the top
1s constructed of a series of strips or boards)
that the top is warped or drawn out of shape;
and, second, the screws which secure the
hinges to the top are liable to. tear out under
severe strain. These objections are not ap-
plicable to a table constructed according to
the above description. In this case the strain
is distributed by the cleats, and the latter
must be pulled off bodily in order that the
legs may be detached.

The legs g g of the folding braces G open
upwardly and outwardly, so that when the
table is closed they fold away between the
cross-braces B and the top of the table and
are both protected and out of sight. The armns
¢ are of equal length, as can be seen in Fig. 2;
consequently the leverage from the pivotal
point of each leg to the common joint is'equal

. for both, and the joint-cannot be bent by

40

pressing on one leg more easily than by press-
ing on the other.

I am aware that tables have been con-
structed with folding legs at each end, whieh

legs have been pivoted to transverse cleats
against which a transverse bar, connecting
the legs at said end, bears when the legs are
extended. Iamfurtherawarethat buttons piv-
oted to the tablehave been used to keep the legs
folded. Iam further aware that braces have
been composed of two pieces hinged together
at their meeting ends and at their other ends
hinged, respectively, to the bar connecting
the legs at each end and to the platform of
the table. Iamfurther aware thattransverse
cleats having shoulders at their ends against
which the legs are pivoted are not new in the
art. Such elements I do not claim, broadly.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I

claim—

The herein-described folding table, compris-
ing the top A, the transverse cleats B, having
the shoulders C, the legs D, pivoted to said
shoulders, the cross-braces E, conneeting the
outer sides of said legs and resting against the
corresponding cleats when the legs are per-
pendicular to the top, the buttons K, arranged
tobeturned outward and hold both pairs oflegs
folded, and the hinged braces G, each having
legs g g of equal length, one of which is pivoted
in an ear, ¢', secured to the table, and the other
to a similar ear secured to the corresponding
brace, ¥, the said braces folding upward and
ontward and resting between the top of the
table and the corresponding braces E, in or-
der to be protected and out of sight, substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereto affixed my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

EGBERT BABCOCK.

‘Witnesses: :
L. A. HEWEL,
JOoHN L. TUCKER.
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