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To all whom it Moy CORCErTL:

Be it known that I, HERMANN WITZEL, &
subject of the King of Prussia, Germany, re-
siding at the city of Neustadt, in the King-
dom of Prussia, Germany, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Shoes,
(which has heretofore been patented to me by
the governments of France, dated December
27, 1887, No. 187,840, and England, dated
January 9, 1888, No. 354,) of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
fastening devices for boots or shoes; and the
object of my invention is to provide a boot or
shoe which can be closed and fastened or un-
fastened very easily and rapidly, and which
when closed fits snugly on the foot and when
opened permits introduecing or withdrawing
of the foot with ease.

The invention consists in a shoe having a

" eut in the front face along the instep to a point
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some distance back from the toe, two flaps se-
cured to the sides of said eut, the edges of the
flaps opposite to the ones secured to the edges
of the cut being united. :

The invention also consists in the construc-
tion and combination of parts and details, as
will e fully described and set forth herein-
after, and finally be pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side view of my improved shoe open. Tig.
2 is a top view of the same open. Fig. 3is a
side view of the same closed. Fig. 41s a top
view of the same closed, and Figs. 5 and 6 are
perspective views of the locking-lever.

Qimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The front of the upper is cut along the in-
step from the point & to the point y, TFig. 4.
To the two edges thus formed the two flaps
or wings a b ¢ d ¢ are sewed along the edges
a e, the parts d e of the bottom edges of said
flaps being sewed to the upper and the edges
b ¢ d of the flaps being sewed together. When

the shoe is open, the two flaps are spread, as
shown in Fig. 2, and when the shoe is closed
the two flaps overlap, as shown in Fig.4. In
order to facilitate closing the shoe and to

cause the flaps to rest snugly on the froud
parts of the shoe, a curved lever, f, is secured
between the two flaps.  Oneendofsaid curved
lever isprovided with an apertare, f’, whieh
ab the point z, TFig. 1, is sewed to the edge a
¢ on the lower or inner flap, the ends of said
curved lever being held between the flaps ab
the edges b ¢, where a pocket, ¢, may be
formed between said flaps by stitches. ‘When
the flaps are folded on the shoe, the lever f
swings down with them and prevents the open-
ing of said flaps; but as it may occur that
some object may cateh under the edges b ¢ or
¢ d of the flaps and raise the same, 1 have pro-
vided the tongues B and G, having slots,
through which buttons &* ¢* on the outside of
the shoe near the rear end can be passed for
the purpose of locking the flaps in place.

Tn case that the shoe is too loose the pocket
¢ for the swinging end of the lever f must be
shapéd so that the swinging: end is a greater
distance from the point ¢, whereby by closing
the shoe—that is, folding the flaps against the
front and top of the shoe—-the mpper flap is
drawn more oubtward and the inuer one is
pressed -inward more, so that the shoe will be
tighter over the instep. Ib is evident that
boots can be made in the same manner.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to seeure by Letters Patent—

1. The combination, with a shoe having a
cut on the front of the upper from the top
along the instep to some distance back from
the toes, of two flaps sewed to the opposite
edges of the ent and having the edges opposite
the ones secured to the edges of the cut united,
and of a curved lever between said flaps, sub-
stantially as set forth.

9. The combination, with a shoe having a
cut in the front face of its upper from the top
along its instep to a point some distance from
the back of the toes, of the flaps a b ¢ d ¢, se-
cured to the upper and to the opposite edges
of said cat, which flaps have the edges bed
united, and the curved lever f, having one end
secured to one of the flaps, and having the op-
posite end between the flaps united at their
edges, substantially as set forth.
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3. The combination, with the shoe having a
cut in the front of its upper from the top
along the instep to a point some distance back
from the toes, of the two flaps a b ¢ d, secured

5 along the edges a ¢ to the edges -of said cut,
and said flaps having the edges b ¢ d united,
the lever f, the tongues B G, and the pins #?
¢’, substantially as set forth.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub- 10
scribing witnesses.

HERMANN WITZEL.
Witnesses:
Fr. KirzIing,
Worbis.
T, HOMEISTER,
Hannover,




