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To all whom it may conceris.

Be it known that 1, WirLt.iam J. NOBLE, of
the city, county, and State of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Coffin-Fasteners, of which the following is
a specification.

This invention relates to an improved fast-
ener for attaching the 1id of a casket or coffin
to the body of the same, the fastening devices
being concealed from view and readily oper-
ated when removing the 1id from the casket
and antomatically locked to the body when
applying the lid thereto.

Theinvention isspecially designed as an im-
provement on the coffin-fastener for which an
application was filed by me under date of An-
gust 6, 1887, Serial No. 246,299.

The invention consists of a fastening and
locking device for the lids of coffins, &e.,which
comprises a plate attached to the casket-body,
said plate having a depressed channel or way,
an eye oropening at the front end of said chan-
nel, a stop or shoulder at the opposite end of
the same, and a ledge with inclined face ad-

clined face attached to the lid, and a pivoted.
and spring-actuated loeking-piece that abuts
against the rear shoulder of the plate and is
provided with a thumb-piece for lifting the
piece clear of the shoulder when it is desired
to remove the lid.

Inthe accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep-
resents a bottom view of the lid of a casket
with my improved fastening device. Fig.2is
a top view of a casket-body, showing the re-
cessed plates with which the fastening devices
for the lid interlock. TFig. 3 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal section of the fastening devices con-
necting the body and lid of the casket, drawn
on a larger scale; and Iigs. 4 and 5 are detail
top and bottom views of the fastening and lock-
ing devices applied to the lid.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Inthe drawings, A representsthe body, and
B the lid, of a casket of any approved con-
struction. Thebody A isprovided with plates
C, of which two are arranged near the head
and two near the foot end of the bhody A.
Each plate Cisprovided with a depressedlon-
gitudinal channel or way, a, an opening, b, at
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the frout end of the channel ¢, and a ledge, d,
adjoining the opening b, said ledge having an
inclined face, as showu clearly in Fig. 3. The
bottom of the channel ¢ is a straight plane,
while the sides of the channels are at uniform
width from each other. The plate C is at-
tached by screws to the edge of the body A,
the edge being properly recessed, so that the
plate C is flush with the same. Iach plate C
is provided at the rear end with astop or shoul-
der, ¢, which serves as an abutment for the
locking-piece E.

The lid B is provided near both ends with
as many catches D as there are plates in the
body, each plate being attached by a perfo-
rated disk-shaped enlargemeit, D', and screws
to the 1id B. The catch D is made tapering
toward its point and inclined at that side ad-
joining the ineclined face of the ledge d, and
slightly carved at its underside, so as to move
along the depressed channel ¢ and drop into
the opening b at the eund of the same until it
is firmly engaged by the inclined edge d of the
plate C, as shown in Fig. 3.

The inclined ledge, in connection with the
inclined face of the catch, produces the inti-
mate locking of the plate and catch and pre-
vents play and rattling of the parts. Toeach
catch D at the foot end of the body A is piv-
oted a weighted locking-piece, I, which is
acted upon byaspring, E', interposed between
the eateh and lid, the Jocking-piece being
pivoted byits T shaped end f toa correspond-
ing recess, f7, of the enlarged plate D’ of the
catch D, as shown clearly in Fig. 4. The op-
posite end of the locking-piece E is gradually
increased in thickness, so as to be sufficiently
weighted to drop automatically into the de-
pressed channel ¢ when the catches D engage
the ledge d.  This isaccelerated by the spring
F/, which also holds the locking-piece E in
position and prevents therattling of thesame.
Each locking-piece B is provided with a lat-
erally and downwardly extending thumb-
plece g, by which the locking-piece E can be
lifted whenever it is desired to remove the lid
from the casket-body. Torthis purposethelid
isprovided with arecess,h,extending vertically
above each locking-piece I, sothat a sufficient
space is produced for lifting the locking-piece
I clear of the shoulder of the plate C and per-
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mit the withdrawing of the cateh D from the
ledge d.

For attaching the lid to the casket-body the
catches D are moved along the depressed chan-
nels of the plates C C until they drop into the
openings or eyes b and engage the inclined
ledges d of said plates. When theyarrive in
this position,the weighted and the spring-actu-
ated locking-pieces EE drop into the depressed
channels ¢ of the plates Cand abubagainst the
shoulders of the same, so that the lid is pre-
vented from being removed from the body of
the easket until the locking-pieces are lifted,
80 as to clear said shoulders. The springs T/
retain the pivoted locking-pieces Ereliably in
engagement with the shoulders of the plates C,
80 as to prevent any accidental disconnection
of the lid from the casket-body.

I am aware that the lid of a burial-casket
has been attached to the body of the same by
means of inclined hooks that engage plates
attached tothe body, which plates are provided
with depressed channels or ways and slots at
the ends of said ways, so that the lid may be l.
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released from engagement with the casket-
body by drawing at the foot end of the same
without moving, and I do not claim this fea-
ture broadly.

Having thus deseribed myinvention,I claim
asnew and desire to sectare by Letters Patent—

Thecombination, with a plate attached to the
edge of the casket-body, said plate being pro-
vided with a depressed channel or way, a
shoulder at one end of said channel, an eye or
opening ab the other end of the channel, and a
ledge adjoining said opening, a tapering catch
attached to the lid, and aspring-actuated lock-
ing-piece pivoted to said cateh and provided
with a lateral finger-piece, substantially as set
forth.

In testimony that Iclaim the foregoing as my~
invention I have signed my name in presence
of two subscribing witnesses.

WILLTAM J. NOBLE.

Witnesses:
PAUL GOEPEL,
SIDNEY MANN,
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