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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN RAU, a citizen of
the United States, residing at the city of St.
Louis, in the State of Missouri, have invented
a certain new and useful Improvement in Oil-
Cans, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, forming part
of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
Fig. 2 is'a longitudinal section
taken on line 2 3, Fig. 4, showing the valve
closed. Tig. 8 is a section taken on the same.
line, showing the valve open. Fig. 4 isasec-
tiontaken online 4 4, Fig. 2. Fig. b is anend
view of the valve-stem and an elevation of the
push-stem for operating the valve.

My invention relates to an improvement in
oil-cans; and my invention consists in features
of novelty "hereinafter fully described, and
pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
body of the can, provided with a filling-cap,
B, a handle, C, and a spout, D.

E is the opening through which the oil
passes from the body of the can to the spout,
and back of this opening is located a dia-
phragm, F,with an opening or perforation, G,
through which the oil passes, and surround-
ing this opening is an upturned flange, H,
forming the seat of avalve, I, which issecured
to one end of a stem, J, the other end of which
is straddled by the bifurcated lower end, L,of
the push-stem M, that extends up through a
sleeve, N, and protrudes from the top of the
can, where it is provided with a pressing-
cap, O.

A spring, P, surrounds the stem M within
the sleeve N, and acts to 1ift the stem when the
pressure is removed, the spring bearing be-
tween the bottom of the sleeve and a collar or
washer, T, on the stem. The opposite ends of
the sleeve may beprovided with serew-caps U,
which, if desired, may be packed to prevent
the escape of oil around the stem. When the
stem is forced down from the position shown
in Fig. 2 to that shown in Fig. 3, the valve Lis
lifted from the seat H, as shown in Fig. 2,
and the oil can pass out, as indicated by the
arrows. Then when the pressure is removed
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from the stem M a spring, V, bearing at V'
against the valve-stem, closes the valve. The
spring is coiled around a rod or bar, W, to
which the valve-stem J is secured, and the
back end of the spring is secured at X to the
bottom of the can.

The connection between the lower end of
the stem M and the rear end of the valve-stem
J is shown in Fig. 5, and is made by simply
notching the valve-stem to receive the forks
of the stem M, allowing the stem M to move
upon the valve-stem as the latter moves on a
circle of which the rod or bar W is the cen-
ter.

In using the can the nozzle is first placed
upon or near the part to be oiled, and then by
pressing upon the stem M, as described, the
oil will flow from the can; but the oil will not
flow until the stem M i3 depressed,which opens
the valve. Then assoon asthe pressure is re-
moved from the stem the valve automatically
closes under the influence of the spring V.

This can is particularly useful where patts
of machinery have to be oiled that are diffi-
cult to get at, and which cannot be gotten ab
without placing the can more or less in a ver-
tiecal position with the mouth of the nozzle
presented downward, foritwill be understood
that though the can be held with the nozzle
directly down the oil cannot flow from the can
until the valve is open, and when a sufficient
amount of oil has escaped from the can, the
valve being closed before the ean is attempted
to be removed from its position, the flow of oil
ceases, so that it is not wasted as the canisre-
moved from the part being oiled.

Another advantage of the can is, that the
spout D may be kept filled with oil at all
times, which of course is prevented from es-
caping bytheatmospheric pressure on theout-
side. The result is, that as soon as the valve
is opened the flow of oil immediately com-
mences from the nozzle, and the party using
the can does not have to wait for the passage
of the oil from the body of thecan to the end
of the nozzle. .

This improvement can be used on various
forms of oil-cans, and is not confined to lubri-
cating-oil, but can be used for coal-oil and
other kinds.
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The face of the valve I is preferably pro-
vided with some soft material, Y, which the
oil will not affect.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of the body having a
perforated valve-geat and a nozzle, the bar,
the valve-stem fulerumed on the bar and hav-
ing a valve, a push-stem connected to the
valve-stem having a eollar, a sleeve surround-
ing the push-stem having inner and outer
heads, and a spring located within the sleeve
between the inner head and the collar, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The combination of the body having a
nozzle and a perforated valve-seat, the bar,
the valve-stem fulerumed on the bar and hav-
ing a valve, a spring surrounding the bar and
bearing on the valve-stem, a push-stem con-
nected to the valve-stem, and a sleeve. sur-
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rounding the push-stem, substantially as de-
scribed.

3. In an oil-can, in combination with the
valve and perforated seat, the valve control-
ling communication betweenthe body and noz-
zle of the can, the stem secured to the valve-
bar upon whichsaid stem is fulcromed, spring
surrounding the bar and bearing upon the
valve-stem, push-stem forked at its lower end
to enter grooves in the valve-stem, sleeve
through which the push-stem passes, spring
surrounding the stem within the sleeve, and
knob upon the upper end of the stem, sub-
stantially as-and for the purpose set forth.

JOHN RATU.
In presence of—

Epw. S. KNIGHT,
J. WAHLE.
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