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To all whom it may concern;

Be it known that I, SAmMuEer H. ToLES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Rosen-
dale, in the county of Andrew and State of
Missouri, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in a Combined Back-Band
Buckle and Trace-Carrier; and I do declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in back-band buckles
and trace-holders;yand it has for its object to
improve upon previous constructions of this
character, and to provide a simple and cheap
combined back-band buckle and trace-holder.

The novelty of the present inventionresides
in the peculiarities of construction and the
combinations, arrangement, and adaptation of
parts, all as more fully hereinafter described,
shewn in the drawings, and then particularly
pointed out in the elaim. '

This device.is designed to be attached to
the back part of the harness, as similar de-
vices of a like character, and it is thought
that its application will be readily under-
stood, and hence it is not shown in the draw-
ings as applied to the harness; bufisaid draw-
ings clearly illustrate the construction of the
device, Figure 1 being a perspective view,
with the back and hip straps indicated by
dotted lines. Fig. 2 is a central vertical sec-
tion, and Fig. 3 is a similar sectiow taken ab
right angles to that of Fig. 2.

Referring to the details of the drawings by

letter, A designates the combined buckle and,

trace-holder, the construction of which is as

follows: The Dase portion « is substantially |

square, although this form is not essential,and
may be varied to suit.the taste of the maker.
At diametrically-opposite sides the base por-
tion is provided with aperturesbbce, throngh
which pass the back and hip straps, ag indi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig.1.. The bhase por-
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tion is provided with a transverse strip, B,
the lower face of which is flush with the bot-
tom face of the base portion; but its upper
face is cut away to form the recess d, the bot-
tom of which is flush with the bottom of the
apertures b in the base portion. This mate-
rially decreases the weight of the buckle and
provides room for the strap D, so as to avoid
bunching in the interior of the buckle. The
strap C in the base portion is at right angles
to the strap D, and finds a bearing on the
raised portions fof the cross strip B.

F is a projection or pin rising from the
transverse strip B in the center of the same,
and is designed to engage the holes in the
straps, as seen in Fig. 1.

The arched piece @&, running at right angles
to the strip B, is provided with hooks k, which
project downward and inward toward each
other, and possessing such a degree of curva-
ture at their ends as to secure and retain upon
them the cockeyeattached tothe traces of the
harness or the slots cuf in the leather of such
traces.
shown, for the sake of lightness; but thehooks
are protected by the arched piece, so that the
hairs of the horse’s tail will not be caught in
said hooks.

‘WhatTI claim to be new, and desiretosecure
by Letters Patent, is—
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This arched piece is open-worked, as .
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As an improved article of manufacture, the -

combined buckle and trace-carrier described,
consisting of the base portion «, having aper-
tures'd b and cc, the transverse strip B, hav-
ing its lower face flush with the lower face of
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the base portion, and its upper face cut away

to form the recess d, flush with the apertures
b, and the arched piece G, arranged at right
angles to the strip B, and formed with the
hooks %, covered by said arched piece, sub-
stantially as shown and set forth.

In testimony whereof Iaffix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

SAMUEL H. TOLES.

Witnesses:
A. M. LEWELLEN,
R. T. BECKETT.
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