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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, DENNIS HARRIGAN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Som-
erville, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Mail-Boxes; and

- I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
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clear, and exact description of the invention,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

The objeet of my invention is a box for the
reception of letters, newspapers, and parcels,
and it may be used for the purpose of eollect-
ing mail-matter for the United States mails
and for private purposes, soarranged that the
articles to be deposited in the box will be re-
ceived in a suitable receptacle and deposited
in the box automatically.

In the drawings I have shown in Figure 1
a perspective view of my invention, and in
Fig. 2 a side view of a longitudinal section of
the same.

A isabox for the reeeption of letters, papers,
or parcels. bis a eylindrically-shaped recep-
tacle, having a portion of its upper side re-
moved, as shown in Fig. 1,and having a half-
revolution npon an axis, ¢, at each end. For
the purpose of turning the receptacle b there
is provided the gear d, attached to one end of
the receptacle b, as shownin Fig. 1, connected
with the gear ¢, attached t6 the cover f.

The operation of my invention is as follows:

When the cover is closed, the receptacle has
its open side down. As the cover is opened,
the gear ¢, attached to it, turns the gear d, at-
tached to the receptacle, which turns with the
cover; but the receptacle turns entirely over,

0 as to present the open side upward, while

the cover makes a quarter-revolution, asshown
in Fig. 1. The article to be deposited in the
box is then placed in the receptacle and the
cover shut down. As the cover is turned
down in closing, the receptacle b turns with it,
and when it is completely closed the recepta-
cle has its open side down, and the article
which has been placed in it has dropped into
the box below, from which it may be removed
in any suitable manner. The opening g may
be used for placing letters in the box, or they
may be placed in the receptacle b.

By means of a spring or other suitable de-
vice the cover may be made self-closing.

What I claim, and desire to seeure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The box A, having in its upper part the
receptacle b, turning on the axis ¢, in combi-
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nation with the gear d, the gear e, and the -

cover f, substantially as and for the purpose
above deseribed. -

DENNIS HARRIGAN.

‘Witnesses:
H. F. WILLARD,
CuAS. H. DREW.




