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To all whom it oy concerm:

Be it known that I, HENRY B. PUFFENBER-
GER, a citizen of the United States, residing ab
Tiffin, in the county of Seneca and State of
Ohio, haveinvented a new and usefal Improve-
mentin Corn-Shock Binders and Compressons,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
corn-shock binders and compressors; and ib
consists in the peeuliar construction and com-
bination of devices, that will be more fully set
forth hereinafter, and particalarly pointed out
in the claim. :

The object of my invention is to provide a
device for compressing a corn-shoek and hold-
ing the same while being bound with cord,
straw, or a stalk.

In the accompanyivng drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view illustrating the mauner of

nsing my improved cornshock compressor.’

Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the
same, showing the lever in its initial position
in fall Jines and showing the same in its ter-
minal position in dotted lines. '

A represents a plate, which may be made of
either wood or metal, and is of suitablelength,
breadth, and thickness. In one cnd of the
same and extending nearly throughont the
length of the plate is an incised opeu-ended
slot, B. In practice one end of the compress-
ing-cord is passed through this slof and en-
gaged by the lever, and as the cord is drawn
around the shock it moves along the slot from
one end thereof to the other, as will be read-
ily understood.

C represents-a casting, which is screwed to
the face of the plate near the closed end there-
of, and is provided with a pair ofears, D, be-
tween which is pivoted the inner end of a hand-
lever, 1. Necar the onter end of the said le-
ver, on one side of the same, is a recess, It, and

pivoted in the said reeess is an eccentrie-

clamp, (&, the face of which is corrugated and
isadapted to bindagainst a shoulder, H, formed
in onc side of the recess-F. The said clamp
Gis provided with a projecting stud or thumb-
hold, I, by means of which it may be readily
turned on its pivot.

K represents a compressing-cord of suitable
length and size, which has on3 end attached
to the closed end of the plate C.

The operation of my invention is as follows:
The operator places the plate C in a horizon-
tal position against one side of the corn-shoek
to be compressed and holds the same in place
with one hand and with the other hand passes
the cord around the shock and engages the
free end of the cord with the clamp G, thereby
securing the cord to the lever E, the latter be-
ing falerumed on the closed end of the plate
C, as shown in Fig. 1, and in solid lines in
Fiz. 2. 'The operator then grasps the slotted
end of the plate C with his left hand and with
his right hand grasps the outer end of the le-
ver B and swings the same through half a cir-
cle, thereby causing it to draw and compress
the cord firmly around the shock, as will be
readily nnderstood. Thelever is thus brought
into the position shown in dotted lines in Fig.
2, and while in this position the shock will be
held compressed while it is being bound. Af-
ter binding the shock the operator releases the
clamp from the cord and the device is then
ready for nse in compressing another shock.

A corn-shock compressor thus constructed is
extremely cheap and simple, and will be found
of great practical utility.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

The improved shock-compressor herein de-
seribed, comprising a plate having the open V-
shaped slot in one end, a pair of ears, E, se-
cared to the opposite end of the plate, a hand-
lever pivoied at this end of the plate between
the said ears and having a reeess in ifs side
near the handle, a clamp pivofed in said re-
cess and having a corrugated face to co-oper-
ate with one wall of the recess, and a project-
ing thumb-piece, and a cord secured to the end
of the plate near the pivot of the lever and
adapted tobe passed around the shock through
the V-shaped slot and the recess in the lever
and to be engaged by the clamp, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereto affixed my signafure in
presence of two witnesses.

HENRY B. PUFFENBERGER.

Witnesses:
J¥o. A. ANDERSON,
JamEes S, PUFFENBERGEE.

55

6¢

65

~X
Q

So

go

93



