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Do all whom it may concern:
_Be it known that I, Wirrram T. SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Bir-

‘mingham, in the county of Jefferson and State

of Alabama, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Fire-Escapes,of which
the following is so full, clear, and exact a de-
scription as will enable others skilled in theart
to which thisinvention appertainsto make and
use the same, reference being had to the ap-
pended drawings, forming a part hereof.

This invention relates to certain new and
usefnl improvements in fire-escapes; and it
consists in a certain novel combinalion and ar-
rangement of the various portions, as will be
more fully hereinafter set forth in the speci-
fication, and pointed out in the claims.

The objeet of my invention is to provide a
simple and cheap fire-eseape, and one that can
be readily adjusted for use in time of need.

Another object of my invention is to com-
bine with the above-mentioned fire-escape a
wash-stand. ‘

A farther object of my invention is to make
a combined wash-stand and fire-escape which
shall at the same time not only be useful for
the purposes intended, but which shall also be
ornamental as an article of furniture and pre-
senb anappearancedifferent from that of either
a wash-stand or a fire-escape.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specifieation, and on which similar
letters of reference indicate the same or corre-
sponding features—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion, showing the samne as it appears when not
inuse. Fig. 2is a transverse sectional view
of the same. Iig. 3 is a delail view of the lad-
der, and Fig. 4 a detail view of the drum and
its engaging lever.

The letters A and B designate the front and
rear sides of the body of the wash-stand, and
the letter C the bottom thereof, the same be-
ing supported upon rollers D, and provided
on ils front face and on its ends with orna-
mental seroll or other work, as desired. The
ends are provided with doors E and F, hinged
to the side pieces, and the rear side extends
upwardly some distance above the wash-stand
top G, and is provided with one or more desk-
shelves and with ornamental work in repre-
sentation of a desk, and to a projecting board,

H, T secure by hinges the desk-top I, the same
being mounted upon inclined sides J, so that
when the desk-top is closed it inclines.

Situated below the shelves of the desk and
adjacent to the rear side is the reservoir K,
having an interior lining, K, of zinc or other
suitable water-proof material, and descending
from the bottom thereof and extending to the
wash-basin L is a water-supply pipe, M, pro-
vided on its free end with a faucet, N, so as to
turn the water on and off, as desired.

The bottom of the basin, as usunal, is pro-
vided with a discharge-pipe, O, and a plug, P,
and below said diseharge- pipe I locate the
discharge-receiving pan or tank Q, which is
mounted upon a transverse shelf, R, extending
across the wash-stand. Secured to the front
of the wash-stand are eyes S, and through
them extend the bolts or pins T, the purpose
of which will hereinafter appear.

Located upon the cross-pieces U, mounted
on the standards V, is a shaft or dram, W,
and upon this shaft or drum I attach securely
and firmly one end of the ladder X, the same
consisting, preferably, of webbing with rounds
Y, of either wood or iron, extending across
from one band to the other, and to the end of
this ladder Isecure a bag, Z. This bagis made
of strong material, and sufficiently large to re-
ceive a good sized child or even a woman in
case of fire,

I secare firmly but loosely to the rear of the
desk or wash-stand a lever whose central por-
tion is cut away to correspond with the shaft,
the other end of the lever terminating in a
handle, so that in case of fire, when itisdesired
to lower a child in the bag at the end of the
ladder it is only necessary to roll the wash-
stand near a window, secure the child in the
bag, and by pressing the lever upon the shaft
W steadily yet yieldingly the child may be
let down to the ground without harm.

The pins before referrved to as upon the front
of the wash-stand may be driven into the
floor by & hammer kept conveniently inside
of the wash-stand, thongh it i3 not absolutely
necessary to do so, for its weight is usually
sufficient to withstand the strain of a person
descending the ladder; but in order to provide
against any danger in descending I provide
the pins.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
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what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a closed article of
furniture having a slot in its front face and
doors in its side, of a drum situated within
the said piece of furniture, a flexible ladder
adapted to be wound around the said drum, a
bag or receptacle carried by the said drum,
and a lever secured at the rear of the said
drum and adapted to engage therewith for the
purpose set forth, and having its opposite ex-
tremity extending out through the slot in the
front face of the article of furniture.

~

2. A drum, a flexible ladder carried thereby,
a receptacle carried by the said ladder, and a
spring-lever having its extremity secured at
the rear of the drum and adapted to engage
therewith, in combination with a support hav-
ing a slot in its front face to receive the free
extremity of the lever. .
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.
WILLTAM T. SMITH.
Witnesses:
EpwiN L. BRADFORD,
M. P. CALLAN.
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