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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, JoHN W. LITTLEFIELD,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Everett, in the county of Middlesex and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and usefnl Improvements in Adjustable Dress-
Forms; and I do hereby declare the following
tobe afall, clear, and exact description of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertaing to make and use
thesame,reference beinghad tothe accompany-
ing drawings, and to letters or figures of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form apartof this
specification.

This invention pertains to certain new and
usefnl improvements in dress-forms; and it
consists in the detail construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts, substantially
as hereinafter fully set forth, and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

Tn the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a side elevation of a skirt-form embodying my
invention. Fig. 21is a vertical section of the
same. Figs. 3 and 4 illustrate modifications
in the construction of the long extensible skirt-
ribs.

The central post is made with a folding base,
B, consisting of the sliding ring b, having 2
set-serew; to which is hinged the foot-rods o’
and the fized ring 5? at the foot of the post,
having the hinged braces b* hinged to the rods
» near their centers, so that by loosening the
ring » and sliding it up the rods o’ 0* are folded
up against the pole.

C are the upright ribs of the skirt-form;
D, B, and F, sets of braces or stretchers there-
for, arranged and operating in the usual man-
ner, and G and I are the hipand waist tapes.

In addition to the customary sets of braces
for the hips and bottom of the skirt-ribs, there
is a set of single waist-braces, K, hinged to the
ring I and to the upper ends of the ribs C,
to afford a firm and rigid support for the waist
of the skirt-form when the parts are properly
adjusted. The ring L is placed on the pole
below the ring F’ of the hip-brages F, with the
braces K projecting upward, and it is provided
with aclamping device, preferably in the form
of a set-screw ring, I, projecting below the ring
I.. The ends of the braces D E are also connect-
ed to sliding rings D’ E' on the central post, as
shown,

I am aware that it has been heretofore pro-
posed to use a double set of braces for the

waist ends of the ribs of a dress-form, and 1

do not claim them, broadly; but the primary
idea of this invention, so far as this portion
of the device is concerned, is to secure the
necessary waist-support for the ribs and atb the
same time have the deviee completely eollap-
sible, so that all the ribs and braces will fold
down as close as possible against the post; and
when thus constructed the upper part of the
skirt-form folds down as closely with the set
of waist-braces as the ordinary style of skirt-
forms de without them.

In shutting up, the ring of the braces F
slides up on the pole and the upper ends of the
ribs C shut down on top of it. In this posi-
tion the brace-wires K have room to fold in
against the pole without causing the ribs C
to project out farther than they otherwise
would.

The ribs C are all made extensible for the
purposes above described. TFor this purpose
the ribs are made in two parts, ¢’ C”, which
can slide on each other. In the form of the
device shown in Figs. 1 and 2 each of the see-
tions € C” has eyes m, which encirele the
wires of the other section of the rib. Stops n
a short distauce above the ends of the wires of
the upper part prevent the parts O from be-
ing drawn clear down to the end of the upper
part, so that the ribs, when drawn out to their
full length, will still have some stiffness. The
part C” has the cross-bar G, to which is hinged
the extensible braces D.

In the modification shown by Fig. 3 theup-
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per part of the rib has ab its lower end the-

eross-bar O, to which the braces I aré hinged,
and which cross-bar also operates as a stop for
the lower sliding part, ¢”, and the latter has
two eyes, m’, on each of its side wires, which
encircle the wires of the upper rib portion.

The form shown in Fig. 4 is a sombination
of the two preceding forms, each section of the
rib having eyes m’ ab its ends, the upper part
a stop, #%, and the npper part also carrying
the eross-bar O.

What I claim as new, and desire tosecure by
Letters Patent, is-—

In a dress-form, the combination of the cen-
tral stationary post, the adjustable and col-
lapsible base, the upright ribs with extensible
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parts, both having eyes encirecling the wires
of the other parts, stops » on said upright ribs,
a seb of single waist-braces hinged to the waist
end of said ribs and to a sliding ring on said
central post, and the extensible braces D, se-
cured to the extensible parts of said ribs and
to a sliding ring on said central post, all con-
structed and arranged substantially as shown
and deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein to
presence of two wibtnesses.

JOHN W. LITTLEFIELD.

Witnesses:
NATHANIEL W, LADD,
D. A. HINCES.




