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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Basit. MILLER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at West
Lafayette, in the county of Coshocton and
State of Ohio, haveinvented a new and useful
Improvement in Checkreins, of which the fol-
lowing is a specifieation, o

My invention relates to an improvement in
checkreins, lines,and appliances for connecting
the same to a bridle; and it consists in the
peculiar construction and combination of de-
vices, that will be more fully set forth herein-
after, and particularly pointed out in the
claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of a bridie provided with check-
reins, lines, and appliances embodying my
improvement. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the
same, showing a different arrangement of the
devices. Fig. 3 is a detached perspective view
of one of the gag-hooks. Fig. 4 is a similar
view of one of the adjusting-links.

A represents a pair of gag-hooks, which are
provided at their upper and lower ends with
transverse slots B C, and have ears or hook
projections D on their outer sides, as shown.
The said gag-hooks are connected t) the head-
stall by means of straps E, whichare connected

‘to the slots B.

F represents the checkreins, which are com-
posed of the central secticn, G, the end sec-
tions, H, the intermediate links, I,connecting
the central and end sections, and the links K,
attached to the outer endsof the end sections,
asshown. The said links K are first passed
through the bit-rings I, and the end sections,
H, are passed back and forth through the
transverse openings M and N, which are made
in the end and near the centers of the links K,
8o that the latter may be slipped back and
forth on the sections H to regulate the length
of the said sections.

The links I are provided likewise with
transverse slots O at their ends and with
longitudinal openings P near their centers.
the rear ends of the sections H are connected
to the slots O at the front ends of the links I,
and the ends of the section G are connected
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to the slots at the rear ends of said links I,
the said section G being engaged when the
horse is checked with the hook ¢ on the sad-
dle of the harness, as shown.

When it is desired to check the horse up
tightly, the sections H of the checkrein are
caused to engage the projecting hooks D on
the gag-hooks A, as shown in Fig. 1.

R represents the lines, which are passed
through the bit-rings I and have their front
ends attached to the links I, as shown in
Fig. 1. ‘

In Fig. 2 I illustrate another mode of em-
ploying my invention, in which the ends of
the lines R are detached from the links I and
are attached to the slot C at the lower ends of
the gag-hooks, thereby giving the driver
more perfect control of an unruly horse. The
links K enable the checkrein to be lengthened
or shortened, as may be desired, and the gag-
hooks enable the power of the driver to be so
exerted as toforcethe bitupward inthe mouth
of the horse,and thereby speedily reduce him
to submission.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. The combination, with a bridle, of the
gag-hooks A, connected to the head-stall, the
checkreins attached to the bit-rings adapted to
be engaged by the gag-hooks and having the
links I, and the lines passed through the bit-
rings and adapted to be connected to the links
I or to the gag-hooks, substantially as de-
seribed.

2. The combination, with a bridle, of the
gag-hooks A, having the ears or projections
D on their outer sides and having the end
slots, B C, the straps E, engaging slots B and
connecting the gag-hooks to the head-stall,the
checkreins attached to the bit-rings engaged
by the projections of the gag-hooks and hav-
ing the links I, and the lines‘passed through
the bit-rings and adapted to be connected to
the links I or to the gag-hooks, snbstantially
as described.

3. The checkrein having its ends provided
with the links K, the latter having the slots
or openings M N in their ends and centers,
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through which the checkreins are passed, In testimony that T claim the foregoing as my
whereby the Iatter may be lengthened or short- | own I havehereto affixed my signaturein pres-
ened, substantially as deseribed. ence of two witnesses.
4. The checkreinshavingthelinksI,adapted BASIL MILLER.
5 for the attachment of the ends of the lines, the Witnesses:
latter being passed through the bit-rings, sub- CHARLES B. HuUNT,

stantially as described. CHARLES W, VOORHES.




