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UNTTED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

ARISTA H. ISBELL, OF ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA.

MEMORANDUM-CALENDAR,.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 384,526, dated June 12, 1888.
' Application filed September 20,1887, Serial No, 230,924, (No model.)

To all whom it may concerm: :

Be it known that I, ArisrA H. ISBELL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ashe-
ville, in the county of Buncombe and State of
North Carolina, have invented certain new
and useful Improvementsin Memorandum-Cal-
endars; and I do hereby declare the following
to beafull, clear, and exact deseription of the
invention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same.

Thisinvention relates to perpetual calendars
which exhibit at the same time a name of a
month, the days of a week, and numerals for
all the days of a month, and which are also
adapted to Dbe set to exhibit the name of any
month of the year, and to further exhibit the
name of any day of the week opnosite the first
monthly numeral, so that all the week-days
shall register with the proper numerals
throughout a month when once properly set.

The objeet of the invention is to aid the
memory of business men in remembering ap-
pointments made for future days and for the
hours of any day; and the invention consists
in @ memorandume-calendar constructed and
arranged as hereinafter described and claimed,
reference beinghad to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure Lis a front view of a perpetual calen-
dar according to my invention, and Fig. II is
a side elevation of the same.

Of the numbers representing parts of the
deviee, 1 represents the back board on which
the other parts are mounted.

218 a cylindrical tin case secured perma-
nently to the face of the board 1, and having
an aperture, 4, in its fron, through which a
cylinder, 3, may be seen. This cylinder has
printed upon it the names of all the months,
and the said aperture is wide enough verti-
cally to expose the name of one month at a
time. September is here shown, and it is long
enough to expose the name of each month pre-
ceded by a printed figure indicating the num-
ber of that month in its serial order—e. g.,
‘“9th m.”—shown and followed by printed
figures indicating the number of days in that
month—e. ¢., 30 d.””—shown.

The cylinder 3 is mounted to revolve in the

case 2, and it is provided with knobs 5 at its
ends, whereby the operator may revolve it to
bring the name of any month to the aperture.,
The eylinder is provided with twelve equidis-
tant notches, 6; and a gpring, 7, with a pro-
jecting nib, 8, and adapted to engage the said
notches one at a time, is secured to the board
1to hold the cylinder when set with any month
exposed.

The spring 7 may be cheaply made of any
spring metal-—such as sheet-brass or stiff tin—
and its free end projects above the case 2 to
serve as a handle in case it holds the ecylinder
3 too firmly to be turned by its knobs 5.

9 represents another cylindrical case, 10 an-
other cylinder, and 11 a spring, all like those
before described, except that case 9 has seven
apertures in a line, and the cylinder 10 has
the names of the week-days, adapted to reg-
ister all at once with the seven apertures by
thespring11. Thiscylinder further hasseven
zones of week-days, the days of each zone
placed in serial order, and the successive zones
so placed that the seven days exposed through
the apertures when read in acircle will always
recur in their serial order, no matter what line
of days may be exposed. Atthesame timeany
day of the week may be set at the first or left-
hand column. ' )

12 represents receptacles for the memoran-
dum-cards. These receptaclés are located be-
low the week-day cylinder 7 in each line, and
numbered on their face from 1 to 31, each to
represent one day of a month. The front of
each receptacle is a spring, 13, secured af its
lower end to the board 1, and free at its upper
end for a card to pass in behind it, and it is
adapted to spring back upon the eard to hold
it in place. .

Heretofore devices for a similar purpose
have been provided with hooks upon which
cards might be hung, or with knobs upon
which cards provided with ioops might be
hung; bub there are two objections to those
devices, to wif: First, the eards when loosely
hung on such hooks or knobs are likely to be
blown away and lost; second, when a number
of cards are hung on the hooks they are likely
to conceal the dates, so as to confuse a person
looking at the calendar. These objections are
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obviated, first, by my springs 13, which press
firmly upon tlie cards and hold them in place,
and, second; the dates arc marked on the face
of the springs :and  cannot be concealed by
cards of suitable size held thereby. There
are various ways in which these springs may
be made, those at 14 showing -a different at-
tachment from those at'13.. It is also evident
that the :fronts: 13, now shown' as: springs,
might be liinged at their lower edges, 15, and
be provided with any kind of springs topress
their upper ends back upon the board or upon
interposed -cards.

17 represents a: series: of - depressions :or
grooves behind: the upper ends of the recep-
tacle for the purpose:of leaving ecards which
reston the board at 18 elevated from the board
at:the said depressiomns, to heeasily seized:by
the person’s fingers: ' In the present case the
board L is: tin :and the grooves:17 :are made
completely across it. ' Any other suitable ma-
terial may besubstituted for tin.

‘Within the brackets'16 I have shown' an-
other series of the same kind of receptacle be-
neath aline marked ¢ To-day’s engagements.”’
These receptacles are in two- lines, the upper
line being marked with whole nunibers rep-
resenting the business hour of a day, from 9
to 3 0’¢.; and the lower line marked with: the
half-hour numbers, from 9.30to 3.80 o’c..: As
there are :but thirty-one:days in any month,
and five lines of: receptacles :are required to
place the same in seven columns, each headed
by a week-day, there remain four receptacles
afterthe 31, not numbered.: They:are designed
forblank cards, for cardsmarked “ Will be in
at;? “ Will be away after,”” &ec., and one re-
ceptacle has Deen assigned for to-day’s cards.

I now describe principal use of the memo-
randum-calendar.

First, when the proprietor has an engage-
ment for a fixed date, he makes a memoran-
dum of it on a blank card and places it in the
receptacle bearing that date—e. g., to attend
circuit-court on Sat., September 10th; also to
confer with a representative of the Ax B Co. at
2 p. m. of Tuesday, Sept. 27th, &c. The pro-
prietor will judge how long each engagement
will occupy his time, and can thus apportion
cach day’s engagements throughout the month
to his ability or inclination. When he enters
his office each day, he will take all the memo-
randa accumulated in that day’s rcceptacle
and first note the particular hours already
fixed, and distribute the cards accordingly in
the receptacles of section16. Then he may as-
sign the remaining engagements for that day
to other hours to suit his own convenience or
the time when such persons are likely to call,
thereby avoiding confusion and economizing
his time.

Memoranda of future occurrences may also
be made and placed in the receptacle of their
date for the proprietor’s convenience. A
pocket to receive cards with names of months
marked on them is not an equivalent of my
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case 2and monthly eylinder.3, for two reasons-—
first, those eards: may be easily separated by
wind or otherwise and lost, but no part of this
cylinder can.be removed or lost; seeond, this
cylinder, by its notches :and spxmg, is ‘me-
chanically retained when once set until it is
designedly: changed, and the months occur in
serial order, whlle in :that : the cards may be
misplaced and there is no mechanieal recur-
rence or retention,

This calendar may be artistically decorated
on' the board between the various . attach-
ments, and: when . this ‘board is tin. may be
printed and enameled. and: then be passed
through rollers to groove it.

I:am:aware that a spring similar: to my
spring 13 has before been'shown facing down-
ward to hold :papers; but that depends -en-
tirely upon the strength or.grip of the:spring
to hold the papers, and their own weight, as-
sisted by a: little shaking, might drop them,
while ‘my springs, opening: upward, serve as
pockets which will: hold eards unaided: by
the  grip, the :latter :being :added :merely to
keep the  cards: from: being blown up out of
the receptacle.

Having: thus:deseribed :my invention, what
I desire to secure by Letters Patent is the fol-
lowing:

1.:The reombination, in a :calendar-roll, of
the board 1, the receptacles 12, secured there-
in,seven:in a line and numbered from 1 to.31,
the eylindrieal ease 2, having: an: aperture:in
its front, the cylinder 3, journaled in the case
and having names of months upon it to reg-
ister with ‘the said apertures, and;. further,
having the notches 6 around -it, the:spring 7,
provided with a nib, 8, to engage the said
notches, the case 9, secured to the board 1 and
having seven apertures in a line in its front,
the cylinder 10, journaled in the case 9 and
having the days of a week in seven zones
upon it to register with the said seven aper-
tures, and each aperture to head a column of
the said numbered receptacles, the eylinder 10
being notched circumferentially, and a spring,
11, adapted to engage the said notches, sub-.
stanbmll y as shown and described.

2. The combination, in a calendar, of a
board, 1, a cylindrical case secured thereon
and having an aperture in its front, a cylin-
der having the names of divisions of time
marked on it in circumferential spaces; and,
further, having notches in it to register with
the said spaces, and the spring 7, secured at
one end to the board 1 and having a nib, 8, to
engage the said notches, and a projecting han-
dle portion, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

3. The combination, in a calendar, of a
back or board, 1, and a series of springs se-
cured thereto and forming receptacles there-
with, the receptacles having marks upon their
faces outside of the said springs indicating
dates, substantially as shown and deseribed.

4, The combination, in a calendar, of a
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board or back having depressions 17 and card-
receptacles secured to the said back below the
said depressions, substantially as shown and
described.

5 b. The combination, in a calendar, of a
board having depressions 17 and receptacles
having fronts adapted to press upon the said
board at the projection below the said de-

pressions, substantially as shown and de-
scribed. 10
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.
ARISTA H. ISBELL.
Witnesses:

E. L. WHITE,
W. X. STEVENS.




