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To all whomy it may Concern:

Be it known that I, JoHN B. OWENS, of
Jackson, in the county of Madison and State
of Tennessee, have invented a new and useful
Improvement in Securing Draft-Timbers to
Cars, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description. '

My invention relates toan improvement in
devices for securing draft-timbers to cars, es-
pecially adapted for use with freight-ears, and
has for its object to provide a means whereby
the draft-timbers may be expeditiously and ef-
fectively bolted to the sills, and wherein the

_ means employed will be very simple.
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The invention consists in the construction

" and combination of the several parts, as will
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be hereinafter fully set forth, and pointed out
in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a central.longitudinal section
through the sill and attached draft-timbers,
and Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof. Fig. 3
is a plan view of the same.

In carrying out the invention, A represents
the central sill of a car, provided with align-
ing apertures, through which rods « are passed
transversely the sill at or near each end near
the top, the projecting ends of the rods being
provided with longitudinal slots adapted to re-
ceive the spring-keys ¢, as shown in Figs. 2
and 3.

The draft-timbers B consist of side pieces, b,
united in any suitable manner at their inner
ends, and connected attheir onter ends at the
bottom by a metal brace, b*. Ineachsidepiece
at the bottom aligning inclined recesses D D’
are cutateach side of the center,theinclination
of the recesses being from the outside inward.

Straps E T are extended transversely the
timbers at the bottom, entering the respective
recesses D I, the ends d d’ of the said straps
projecting beyond the sides, their opposing
edges being in engagement with the inner ver-
tical walls of the slots, whereby the faces of the
two straps are given an inelination toward
each other. In the construction of the straps
they may be centrally depressed, as shown, or

straight,or of any contour best adapted to the
draw-bar carried by the timbers.

The projecting ends of the straps are aper-
tured to receive the threaded ends of rods H,
the other ends of said rods being formed with
an eye, &, adapted to be slid over the sill-rods
a, and held in connection with the sides by the
spring-keys o/, as shown in Fig. 2. By means
of nuts %/, entered upon the threaded end of
the rods H, the draft-bars and sills are drawn
closely together until the two are substantially
integral, A colter-pin or a key may, if de-
sired, be passed through the rods H beneath
the nuts to prevent their working loose.

As thesili-rods « are placed near each outer
end and the recesses D D’ near the center of
the combined sill and draft-timbers, the side
rods, H, are given an inclination from the bot-
tom upward in direction of the ends, as shown

in Fig. 2, and because of the said inclination’

of the rods H and the recesses D D', when the
draw-bar is pressed inward in coupling, the
front strap, E, sustains the shoek, binding at
the same time the timbers closer to the sill,
and when the cars are started the rear strap,
E/, sustains the strain with like result.

It will be observed that by the construction
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above set forth a draft-timber may be readily

and expeditiously attached to a car, and that
when attached they are held in firm engage-
ment therewith. :

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the central sill of
a car, and rods projected trangversely through
the same near the ends, of draft-timbers pro-
vided with aligning recesses intheirunder edge
at each side of the center, apertured trans-
verse straps engaging the walls of said re-
cesses, and inclined side bars connecting the
said straps and sill-bars, substantially as and
for the purpose herein set forth. )

2. The combination, with the sill of a car,
and rods projected transversely through the
same near the ends, of draft-timbers provided
with aligning recesses in their under edge at
each side of the center and inclined in direc-
tion of said center,apertured transverse straps
engaging the walls of said recesses, detacha-
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ble inclined side bars connecting the said
straps and sill-rods, and means, substantially
asshown and described, for securing the side
rods to the straps and sill-rods.

3. The combination, with the center sill of
a car, and rods projected transversely through
the same near each end, provided with aper-
tured extremities and keys in said apertures,
of draft-timbers provided with aligning re-
cesses in their under edge at each side of the
center and inclined in direction of said center,

apertured transverse straps engaging the walls

of said recesses, and detachable inclined side
rods connecting said sill-rods and straps, and
provided with a thread at one end adapted to 15
receive a nut and an eye at the opposite end,
all arranged to operate substantially as set
forth.

JOIIN B, OWENS.

Witnesses:
ADRIAN D. DUGGER,
JoHN M. BORGHT.




