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To all whom it may conceri:

Be it known that I, Rarea W. E. ALD-
RICH, of Northampton, in the county of Hamp-
shire and State. of Massachusetts, have in-
vented a new and useful Improvement in
Plumes, Tassels, and Similar Articles, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription, . '

My invention relates to an improvement in
plomes, tassels, rosettes, and similar articles,
and has for its object to simplify the construc-
tion of such and produce a handsome, dura-
ble, and cheap device.

The invention consists in the construetion
and combination of the several parts herein-

after deseribed, and specifically pointed out.

in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.
 Figure 1 represents the application of a tas-
sel embodying my improvements. Fig. 2-is
a perspective view of the tassel, and Fig. 3 is
an end view of the body illustrating the forma-
tion thereof. Fig. 4 is a vertical section
through the head of the tassel.

In carrying out the invention the plume,
rosette, or tassel is constructed primarily of
a strip, A, of ¢“Cotswold hide,”” tanned or
cured in the usual manner, with the wool or
hair attached, which wool is left in its natural
state, or is bleached, dyed, or colored, as de-
sired, and to suit a multiplicity of tastes. The
said prepared ‘*Cotswold wool’’ is attached
in any approved manner to an ornament, one
form of which for harness is illustrated at B,

" which ornament may be made of metal, horn,
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gutta-percha, leather, or equivalent, and may
partake of an almost endless variety of de-
signs, one of which, representing a hanging
tassel-head, isillustrated. The ornament may,
however, consist of the rigid portion of a
drooping upright plume or arosette, of which
the Cotswold wool is adapted to constitute an
ornamental pendant. - Heretofore in this con-

nection hemp or fringe of silk, cotton, orsimi-
lar producthas been employed. The Cotswold
wool not only makes a more graceful, duarable,

and elegant ornament than the aforesaid ma-
terial, but is much cheaper and more readily
applied, as a small strip of skin bent upon it-

' gelf longitudinally and sewed or otherwise at-

tached at the edges produces a full and mag-
nificent pendant or plume capable of use not
only for the purposes specified in the pre-
amble of this specification, but for sundry

other purposes—such as dust - brushes pro-

duced by the mere addition of a handle. . .
In theconstructionof the pendant ornament
shown the strip of wool iscub in rectangular
form and the longitudinal edges are.brought
together and united, as heretofore stated, by
sewing or equivalent means, as shown in Fig.
8. In one end of the tubular body C thus
formed the enlarged end of a link, D, is in-
serted, and the said body is sewed or otherwise
secured in engagement with the said link at
the above-mentioned enlarged end, the other
end of the link being unattached and made to
project ontward from the body, as illustrated
in Fig. 4. An ornamental or finishing cap,
E, having a slot, e, in its closed end, is slid
over the body C. The link D, passing through
the said slot, is drawn outward until the end

of the Dbody secured thereto virtually en-

gages the slotted end of the said cap, as also
illustrated in Fig. 4. 'To the link D a hook,
T, provided with a locking-ring, f, or any
other approved form of suspension device, is
attached, the said hook being adapted’ to
engage the harness, as shown in Fig. 1, or
other support and retain the complete tassel
in engagement therewith or dependent there-
from. ‘

I do not confine myself to the use of Cots-
wold wool exclusively, as Angora may be em-
ployed with good effect, likewise any hide hav-
ing long wool or hair upon the same.

Having thus described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, ig— - °
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"1, The eombination herein described,With :

a eap or head support, of a strip of hide hav- -

ing the wool or hair thereon bent upon itself,
wool or hair outside to form a body having
two contiguous edges united, the said body
being adapted for engagemet with said cap or
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headsupportat one end, substantially asshown | eap E, having a slot, ¢, through which the ex-

and described. posed end of the link passes, substantially as
2. A plume or tassel consisting of the tubu- { set forth.

lar body formed of a strip of hide united at its | RALPH W. E, ALDRICH.
5 longitudidal edges,and having the hair or wool Witnesses: )
on the outer. side, the link D, passed partly J. F. ACKER, Jri,

into said body and secured thereto, and the ! WiLLiaMm E. BAINE.




