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To ail wheom it may concern:
Be it known that I, GEORGE J. BEDFORD,of

~ Anamosa, in the county of Jones and State of

IC
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35

40

45

Towa,haveinvented a new and Tmproved Mail-
Ponch, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact description.

The object of this invention is to provide
for the safe transport of valuable packages—
such, for instance, as registered letters and se-
curltles—the invention consisting, essentially,
of a metallic-lined pouch that is arranged for
connection with a metallic belt that is to be
placed about the person of the messenger in-
trusted with the securities, the pouch itself
being provided with any proper form of lock,
all as will be hereinafter more fully descrlbed
and specifically pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved metal pouch. Fig. 2is a central eross-
sectional elevation of the pouch. Fig.2%isa
sectional plan view taken on line 2 x of Fig. 2.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating the
construction and arrangement of a portion of
the plates with which the pounch is lined, the
plates, however, being represented as they ap-
pear when separated the one from the other.
Fig, 4 is a detail view illustrating the con-
struction and arrangement of the eyebolt that
is ‘carried by the front plate of the pouch,
said plate, its covering, and the washer ar-
ranged in connection with the bolt being shown
in section. Fig. §is a detail view illustrating
the construction of a modified form of belt.
Fig. 6 represents a section of the belt which
is provided with a stud. Tig. 7 is a detail
view of one of the slotted plates carried by
the shoulder-strap, the plate being arranged
to engage with a stud represented in Fig. 6,
and Fig.8isan edge view of the belt illustrated
in Fig. b

In construecting such a pouch as the one
illustrated in the drawings above referred to
I provide a front plate, 10, a rear plate, 11, and
sectional end plates, 12, all of which plates are
connected by hinge-joints, as is clearly shown
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the front, back, and ends of the pouch, the
sectionial end plates being connected by a cen-
tral hinge-joint, 13. The bottom of the pouch
is formed of plates 14 and 15, that are con-

in the dfa,wings, the connected plates forming 50

nected by a hinge-joint, 16, the outer edges of 55

the plates 14 and 15 being hinged, respecbively,

to the rear plate, 11, and the front plate, 10, *

To the rear plate, 11, I hinge a plate, 17,
which is equal in width to the inclined-rear

edges, 18, of the rear plates, 12, and to ‘the 6o

plate 17, I hinge a plate, 19, which in turn

carries a plate, 20, the plate 20 constituting

the forward outer flap of the cover, the under
forward flap of the cover being formed by a

plate, 21, that is hinged to the plate 10, this 65

plate 21 being arranoed to fold agalnst the
forward inclined edges of the forward plates,
12, when the pouch is closed. The edges of
the plates 14 and 15 are rounded off, as shown
at a.

The plates above deseribed constitute the
main frame or body of the pouch, which frame
or body is covered with leather or other proper
material, as shown at b, and, if desired, the

70

inside of the pouch may bealso covered. The 75

inner covering, however, is not shown in the

drawings forming part of this specification.
‘When the pouch is to be put in use, the

parts are adjusted, as represented in full lines

in the drawings; but when not in use the sec- 8o

tional end plates, 12, and the bottom plates, 14
and 15, may be turned upon themselves, and
the pouch may be folded to the position rep-
resented by dotted lines in Fig. 22,

In order that the pouch may be locked I 85

passan eyebolt, 23,through an aperture formed
in the plate 21, and also through a washer, 24,
that is placed outside of the covering 22,with
which the plate 21 is faced. ~This eyebolt is

formed with a slot, 2, through which. there gc ‘

is passed a pin, 3, which is held by upwardly-
extending bosses that are formed on the washer

24, as indicated in Fig. 4. The plate 20 is -

provided with an aperture through which the

bolt 23 is passed .in order that it may be en- g5

"gaged by the bolt of a padlock, 25, or-any

other properlocking device could be employed
in connection with the pouch.’
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To the plate 19,1 secure aloop, 26, that may "

be used in the handling of the pouch when it
is not secured tothe person; butfor additional
safety I prefer that the pouch be connected to
5 a metallie belt made of hoop-steel, as shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 2% or of chain-links, as rep-
resented in Figs. 5 and 8. )
The belt showp in the figures, made from
hoop-steel, consists of a spring-band, 30, bent
io to circular form and provided at one end with
an eyebolt, 31, and a turn-button,32, the turn-
button being mounted in a slot thatis formedin
the body of the hoop,the other end of the hoop
being formed with a number of apertures, 4,
15 adapted to receive the extending end of the
eyebolt 31. :
Upon the inner face of the rear plate, 11,1
mount a bolt, 33, which is held tothe plate by
. keepers 34, and in this boltI form a threaded
20 apertureinwhichthere is fitted a thumb-screw,
35, An aperture, 5, is formed in the rear
plate, 11, through which the eyebolt 31 is
passed to be engaged by the bolt 33, as repre-
sented in Fig. 2%, the bolt 33 being locked to
25 place after having DLeen passed through the
eyebolt 31 by turning the thumb-serew 35 for-
ward, so that the bolt will be forced outward
against its keepers, to be held in position by
frietional contact with said keepers.
30 In practice the belt 30 'is placed about the
body of the messenger and the eyebolt 31 is
-passed through such of the apertures 4 as will
bring the belt to position so that it will fit the
wearer. - The turn-button 32 is then passed
35 through one of the apertures near the end of
the hoop and turned so as to hold the end of
the hoop down against the body thereof. The
eyebolt 31 is then passed through the aper-
ture 5 and brought into engagement with the
40 bolt 33, as hereinbefore described.
In order that the weight of the pouch and
its contents may be conveniently supported, T
provide a shoulder strap or band, 40, to the
ends of which there are sécured apertured
45 metallic plates 41, the apertures in said plates
being arranged for engagement with studs 42,
that are carried by the belt 30, the strap 40in
practice being passed over the shoulders of the
wearer and brought into engagement with the
50 studs 42 of the belt 30, or one of the plates
may be brought into engagement with one of
the studs 42 while the other is brought into en-
gagement with the stud 43, that is carried by
the plate 20, this being the arrangement shown
55 in Fig. 1.
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In Fig. 5, Tillustrate a construction wherein
the chain is made up of links 50, that are con-
nected by hinge-joints 51, said links carrying
at-one end a slotted or apertured plate, 52,
and at the other a plate having an eyebolt
similar to the eyebolt 31. This chain belt is
more flexible than the belt made of hoop-steel,
and by properly constructing the hinge-joints
it-may be made just about as strong as the
hoop-belt. - In practice the plates forming the
body of the pouch should be made of steel.

Having thus fully described my invention, T
claim as new; and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Thecombination,witha pouch, of a metal
belt provided with apertures at one end, an
eyebolt carried at the other end of the belt
and arranged to pass through one of the aper-
tures of the belt, and a bolt carried by the
pouch, said bolt being mounted to cross an
aperture formed in the pouch and arranged to
engage the eyebolt when such eyebolt. is
passed through the pouch-aperture, substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. The combination, with a metal-lined
pouch, of a metal belt provided with apertures
at one end, an eyebolt carried at the other end
of the belt and arranged to passthrough one of
the apertures of the belt, and a bolt carried
by the pouch and arranged to engage with the
eyebolt, substantially as described.

3. The combination, with a metal-lined
pouch, of a metal belt provided with apertures
at one end, an eyebolt carried at the other end
of the belt and arranged to pass through one
of the apertures of the belt, a bolt carried by
the pouch-and arranged to engage with the
eyebolt and a thumb-screw arranged in con-
nection with the bolt, substantially as de-
scribed. 93

4. The combination, with a metal -lined
pouch, of a metal belt provided with apertures
at one end, an eyebolt and a turn-button car-
ried at the other end of the belt and arranged
to pass through the apertures of the belt, and a 100
bolt carried by the pouch and arranged to en-
gage with the eyebolt, substantially as de-
seribed.
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GEORGE J. BEDFORD.

Witnesses:
A, C. MERRILL,
D. G. McKAv.



