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To all whom it may conceri: -

Be it known that I, AucusTus H. JONES,
of Meriden, in the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented anew Im-
provement in Latches; and I dohereby declare
the following, when taken in connection with
accompanying drawings and the letters of ref-
erence marked thereon, to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the same, and which said
drawings constitute part of this specification,
and represent, in—

Figure 1, a front view of the latch as ap-
plied to the door; Fig. .2, a top view of the
same; Fig. 3, the blank for the bar before
transverse bending; Fig. 4, an edge view of
the bar after transverse bending; Fig. 5, a
modification in the bend; Fig. 6, a modifica-
tion in the guide. :

This invention relates to a lateh for small
doors—such as wash-stands, commodes, cup-
boards, &ec.—the object being to construct the
latch-bar in a single piece, which will form
both a spring and latch to automatically en-
gage the keeper upon the closing of the door,
and also as a handle by which the latch may
be raised and serve as a pull to open the door,
and also to make the latch of the cheapest
possible construection, yet durable and taste-
fulin appearance; and it consists in a lateh-
bar made from a strip of elastic metal, one
end termirating in the nose of the latch and
the other end adapted to be rigidly secured,
combined with a guide near the nosec end, the
said latch-bar being bent transversely of its
length between its point of attachment and
the guide, as hereinafter deseribed.

The latch-bar is best cut from a strip of
sheet metal, as seen in Fig. 3, terminating at
one end in a nose, @, and at the opposite end
pierced, as at b, for the introduction of serews.
Near the nose end a transverse slof, d, is
formed, through which a serew may be in-
troduced to serve.as a guide. The length of
the strip is considerably greater than the
length of latch required between its point of
attachment and the nose end. Then between

the attaching end and the nose end the strip
is bent transversely, may be into substantially
semicircular shape, as seen in Fig. 4.

The latch is applied as seen in Figs. 1 and
9. It is secured to the door by screws e
through the holes b & in the attaching end,
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and then through the slot d.a screw, f, is in- )

troduced, the head of which will simply bear
upon the surface of the latch, bub allow it -to
be raised, as indicated in Fig. 1.

Because of the bend in the latch-bar between
its points -of eonnection through the door,
which throws that portion of the bar out of
the plane of the points of attachment, the
latch-bar is made elastic transversely—that is,
vertically—so that it may be readily raised at
its nose end and the elasticity cause it to re-
turn when free; hence the latch forms an auto-
matic spring to ride over and fall into the
notch of the keeper when applied. The
keeper g may be simply an oval-headed screw,
asrepresented in Figs. 1 and 2, the oval shape
of the head presenting a sufficient incline to
permit the nose of the latch to ride upward
as the door is closed, and so that when the
door is closed the latch will drop baek of the
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head, as represented; or in place of the screw

any of the many known styles of keepers may
be employed.

Instead of the semicircular bend, as repre-
sented in TFig. 4, it will be evident that the
transverse bend may be made in any desirable
shape—say as seen in Fig. b—it only being es-
sential that there.shall be such' transverse
bends in the latch as will permit the vertical
elastic movement of the nose end of the latch
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when the other end is rigidly secured to the -

door.

The surface of the latch-bar may be made
highly ornamental, and so as to produce a
neat and tasteful appearance. The bend in
the bar serves as a handle by which to raise
the latch, and also as a pull by which to open

"the door.

Instead of the slot d and the screw f, intro-
duced therein as a guide, the guide may be a
loop set over the latch, as seen in Fig. 6, this
being a common device in lift-latches, itonly
being necessary that there shall be a vertical
guide at the nose end of the latch which will
retain that end in its proper position upon
the door, yet allow its vertical movement.
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I claim— tachment-and the guide and out of the plane
The herein-described latch, consisting ‘of a | of the nose of the lateh and the point of at:
bar made from elastic: metal adapted at one | tachment, substantially as deseribed.

end for rigid attachment, the other end con- AUGUSTUS H. JONES.
5 strueted to form the nose of the latch, com- Witnesses:
bined with a guide at the nose end, the latch- E. A. MERRIMAN,

bar bent transversely between its point of at- WiLris I. FENN.




