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To ull whom it may CORCErIL:

Be it known that I, WirLiam C. KIDNEY,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Strong Boxes or Coffers, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of light or

portable strong boxes or coffers which are’

provided with securing devices, acecessible
ounly from the inside of the box, by which the
boxes may be secured temporarily to some
heavy or non-portable object, such as the bot-
tom of a trunk or draweror the bottom or side
of a car. The purpose of this is, of course, to
prevent the box or safe from being carried
away and then forced open.

The object of my invention is to provide a

convenient, -staneh, and simple fastening de-.

vice for the box or coffer, whereby it may be

‘readily secured to and detached from the non-

portable base. e

My invention will be fully described here-
inafter, and itsnovel features carefully defined
in the claims.

In the drawings, which serve to illustrate
my invention—

Figure 1 is a vertical longitudinal section
of a strong ‘box provided with my improve-
ments, the section being taken in the broken
plane, indicated by line 11 in Fig. 2. TFig2
is a plan of said box with the lid or cover re-
moved, so0 as to expose theinterior. Fig. 3 is
a plan of the metal plate and the members of
the fastening that are mounted on the base.
This plate forms a convenient medium for at-
taching said members to the base. Fig. 4 is
an end view of the box seen in Fig. 1.

A is a rectangular box of some suitable ma-
terial, preferably sheet-steel, and B is the
cover of the same, preferably of malleable
iron, which is hinged to the box at @. The
box is provided with'a lock, O, of an approved
kind., The box may be of any form, size, or
proportion best suited to the purposes for
which it is designed. '

D is the baseor support to which the boxis
to be detachably secured. In Figs. 1and 41
have represented this base as forming a part
of the boitom of a drawer of a desk, dressing-
case, or other article of furniture. ~This base
is furnished with one member or one of the

two parts of the fastening device—that is to

say, thefastening device comprises, essentially,

two members or parts, one of which is secured
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in a permanent or rigid manner to the base D, -

and the other of which is carried by the box
A. Tor the purpose of effecting a more firm
and steady fastening, however, I prefer to se-
cure the box to the base bytwo or more fasten-
ings at as many different points.

In Fig. 8T have shown inplan a plate, E,
preferably of sheet-steel, secured permanently
to the base D, as by screws d . From this
plate are punched, so as: to stand above the

surface of same, four keepers, ¢¢, attachedin-’

tegrally to the plate at their bases. - These

form each one of the members of the fastening’

devices.

In the bottom of box A are four apertures,
d d, so shaped that when the tox is'set down
upon plate E the keepers.c ¢ will project up
into the box through said apertures.

Pivotally or roiatively mounted on the bot-
tom of the box at e is a plate, F, also of sheet-
steel by preference, which has four branches,

.¢' ¢, so spaced, arranged, and proportioned
as to length that they may be made to take

under the keepers ¢ ¢, respectively, by turn-
ing the plate F on its pivote.
2:the branches ¢’ ¢, each of which forms one

In Figs. 1 and
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of the members of thé fastening devices, are -

shown as taking under and engaging the keep-
ers. When the members. stand in-this posi-
tion, the box cannot be lifted from its base or
support; but when plate F' is' turned to' the
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position indicated by dotted lines in Fig. 2.

the fastenings will be disengaged and the box
may be readily removed from its base. 'Asa
means of conveniently turning plate F, I pre-
fer to provide it with some suitable form of
projections or thumb-pieces, ¢ g, and these
may be stamped up from the plate F.

In the construction-just described the box
A, when attached to its base, actually rests on
plate B, and only indirectly on the base; but
this plate E is only a matter of ‘eonvenience
for securing the keepers ¢ the more firmly to
the base. ISach of these members of the fasten-
ings might be secured independently to the
base. .

It will be seen that the fastening can be
manipulated only when access.can be had to
the interior of the box. If the box is to be
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shifted around from place to place at inter-
vals, two or more sets of the fixed members of
the fasteners may be provided with each box—
ag several plates, B, with keepers ¢ ¢, for ex-
ample. One of these may be secured in a
traveling-trunk, another in a drawer at home,
and another in a desk in the office or counting-
room. In ease a tray isneededin the box the
lattér may be provided with brackets z / (see
Fig. 1) to support it and keep it from resting
on the fastening device.

In Figs. 1 and 3 the plate I isshown as con-
forming in size and shape to the bottom of the
box; but this is not essential.  The bottom of
the box may be recessed in a well-known way,
and the plate E be made of the proper shape
and size to fit into this recess when the box is
in place. ~

The drawings show the cover of the box
hinged; but it may as well be constructed :to
be lifted off when unlocked, and it may as
well, also, be in the side or-end of the box as
in ‘the top thereof. ' If the base or part to
which the box is tobesecured stands upright—
as the side of a car.or vehicle, for example-~
the fastening device may be at theside instead
of at the bottom.

I do not wish to limit myself to the precise
construction herein shown and  deseribed, as

-

this construction may be varied to some ex-
tent without departing materially from my in-
vention.

Having  thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. The combination, with a strong box or
coffer provided with a cover or door and a
fock therefor, with apertures, as d, and a
pivoted plate, as F, having branches, as ¢, of
keepers, as ¢, mounted on a base and ar-
ranged to projeect through the apertures dinto
said box, said branches ¢ being adapted to
engage with said keepers, as set forth.

2. The combination, with ‘a strong box or
coffer provided with a cover or door and lock,
with apertures, as d, and a pivoted plate, as
I, having branehes, as¢’, of a plate; ‘as E, pro-
vided with keepers, as ¢, to project through
said apertures d into said box, said branches
¢ being adapted to engage with said keepers,
as:set forth.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

WM. C. KIDNEY.
Witnesses:

HrNRY CONNETT,
J. D. CAPLINGER.
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