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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EVERETT D. MOORE, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND, ASSIGNOR TO THOMAS
"C. CHAPPELL, OF SAME PLACE.
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To all whom it may cORCErR:

Be it known that I, EVERETT D. MOORE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Balti-
more, in the State of Maryland, have invented

5 certain new and useful Improvements in Life-
Saving Devices; and I do declare the follow-
ing to be a full, ¢lear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked therecon,
which form a part of this specification.

My ‘invention relates to improvements in
life-saving devices wherein are employed nets,
beds, or such like devices for receiving the
weight of a falling body and lessening the
shock thereto; and it consists in suspending
the said net or receiving device by a suitable
vibrating combination from stanchions or
poles, or it may be supported by hand and
readily and quickly placed in the desired pe-
sition and securely held thereat by manual
force, as hereinafter deseribed, whereby the
momentum of a body falling in the said net or
receiver will begradually overcomeand injury
thereto prevented, the construction of the de-
vice being such that it may be folded for con-
venient storage or transportation and conven-
ient for instant use.

In the further description of my invention
reference is had to the aceompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device
suspended from the stanchions. Fig. 2 isa
detailed view, looking down on the stanchions
and ropes which may be employed in the in-
vention., Tig. 3 is a detailed view of the vi-
brator. Fig. 4 is a detailed view of one cor-
ner of the net or receiver, showing the con-
struction thereof.

The same figures refer to the same orsimilar
parts throughout the several views.

The figure5 denotes the receiver, which may
be made of netting, canvas, rubber cloth, or
such like material, the drawings showing the
netting, which is considered the most suitable
for the purpose, and is made in the form of a
perfect square, preferably, that any corner
thereof may be secured to any one of the stan-
chions when they are employed,and thusavoid
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confusion in the adjustment of the device when
required for use.

In order that the receiver 5 might be em-
ployed without the stanchions10and the ropes
thereon, and that it may readily be moved
from one place to another to cateh the falling
hody, the vibrators 9 have the hooks 18 there-
on, [ig. 8, of conveunient size to be held in the
hand, thesprings or other vibrators, 30, like-
wise terminating in a convenient handle, 31,
Fig. 4, for the same purpose, whereby the de-
sired force to support the receiver 5 may be
applied by manualstrength. - In order to ren-
der sufficient strength to the receiver 5, it is
constructed with a lacing-line, 6, therearcund,
to which is secured in some subsbantial man-
ner the said receiver 5, each corner of the
said lacing-line forming an eye, 7, in which is
a thimble, 8, Fig. 4, for securing therein the
vibrator 9.

Thestanchions 10, which are employed wlhen
time will admit of their adjustment, are made
of either iron or wood, preferably of the lat-
ter, in which case thelower end thereof is pro-
videdwith the iron shoe 11, which has thereon
the feet 12, that are turned inward toward
the receiver when in position for use, whereby
additional leverage will be formed for the said
stanchions 10 by the toe 13 thereof becoming
a fulerumshould there be sofficient strain on
the receiver 5 to incline the said stanchions
inward. Ataproper height on the stanchions
10, and on the same side with the feet 12, is
secured an eyebolt or staple, 16, into which

is secured the end 18 of the vibrator 9, the.

other end of the said vibrator being secured
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to the eye 8 in the receiver 5, thesaid vibrator

being provided to lessen the shock of the per-
son falling and to ease the strain which will
be brought upon  the persons supporting the
receiver, and consists of the plate 19, which
has connected thereto the bottom plate, 20, by
means of the rods 21, an eye or hook, 17,
swiveled to the said plate 19, for attaching to
the stanchions or net, or for. supporting by
hand. Moving freely on these rods 21, which
serve as a guide therefor, is the movable plate
22, to which is attached the rod 23, that moves

freely through the bottom plate, 20, and ter-’

minates with an eye or hook, 18, for securing
to the receiver or stanchions, Placed under
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the movable plate 22 is a spring, 24, the bot-
tom plate, 20, forminga backing therefor when
a tensile strain is put on the vibrator,

In order that the stanchions 10 may Dbe

qmckly placed in position for use and the re-
ceiver b suspended therefrom and securely
held in the extended position,the lanyards 25
and 29 are secured to the stanchions in the
manner following, referring to Figs. 1 and 2.
A rope, 25, is passed through adjacent stan-
chions, holes being made therein for that pur-
pose,-and sufficient spare end 27 provided ab
each stanchion for holding on when the de-
viceis in use, a knotor stop, 28, Fig. 4, being
formed on the rope 25 oneach sule ot the stan-

chion 10 to prevent the said rope from being
pulled through the stanclhiion from either di-
rection and to insnre the said stanchions be-
ing placed at proper distances to receive the
receiver 5. Inlike manner the rope 29 passes
through the other adjacent stanchions 10, ter-
minating in the spare ends 27, and knotted
and stopped for the purpose described. In-
stead of securing these ropes 25 and 29 to the
stanchions 10 in the manner just described,

they may be secured thereto by staples or some
device of that description, which, however,
would not prevent the ropes from becoming
twisted, as in the case where the ropes and
spare ends are in one piece and knotted, asde-
scribed.

To aid in keeping the receiver 5 in the ex-
tended positionand assistinrelieving theshock
thereto, the additional springsorv Tbrators 30
are employed, which may be of the common
spiral form, and are secured at intervalsalong
the side of the net or receiver 5, terminating
in the hooks 31, by which they may be either
secured to the lanyards 25 and 29 or for a con-
venient handle for supporting by hand. For
convenience of holding on, the spare ends 27

can be provided with the handles 32, asshown

" in Fig. 2.
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The maunner of operating is as follows: The
receiver 5 and the stanchlons are rolled up
separately, in case it should be desired to use
the receiver alone, which, as described, may be
readily held in position from the vibrators
thereon and quickly moved from one position

> to another and receive the falling body, the

said vibrators relieving the shock of the fall
to the falling person and to those supporting
the receiver. When time will afford the em-
ployment of the stanchious, they are placed
in position and the lanyards 25 and 29 are
drawn taut by means of the spare ends 27, and
the receiver is suspeaded therefrom by the vi-
brators 9 and 30, in the manner described.
‘When sufficient namber of persons have hold
of thespareends 27 to exert the required force,
the device is ready to receive the falling per-

son, it having been placed in a convenient po-

smon for a person to jump in the receiver
thereof,when the vibrators 9 and 30 will yield
to the first strain brought upon the receiver 5
and gradually lessen the force of the fall, the
stanchions 9, with the vesistance applied

384,923

thereto through-the lanyards, being sufficient
to resist the strain brought to bear upon the
receiver by the momentum of the falling body,
the feet 12 affording additional leverage to the
said stanchions should the force of the fall be
sufficient to incline the stanchions toward the
center.

Havingdescribed myinvention and the man-
ner of operating, what I claim, and desire to
secure by United States Letters Patent, is—

1. In alife saving device, the combination
of a flexible landing-net provided at its outer
edge with flexible vibrators, said vibrators be-

" ing connected to handles snitable to be grasped

by the hands of persons supporting the net,
substantially as described.

2. In a lifesaving device, the combination
of a flexible Lmdm<r net provided at its outer
edge with flexible vibrators, said vibrators be-
ing connected to lanyards which are provided
with handles at their extremities suitable to
be grasped by the hands of persons support-
ing the net, and stanchions to which said lan-
yards are secured between the handles and the
vibrators, substantially as described.

3. In a life-saving device, the combination
of a receiver, 5, the stanchions 10, the lanyards
25 and 29, secured to the said stanchions, the
rope ends 27, secured to the said stanchions,
and vibrators supporting the said receiver and
secured to the said stanchlons for the purpose
set forth.

4. In a life saving device, the combination
of the receiver 5, the stanchions 10, the vi-
brators 9, connecting said receiver with the
stanchions 10, the lanyards 25 and 29, pro-
vided with the stops 28 thereon, the said lan-
yards terminating in thespare ends 27 and be-
ingsorove t.hrough the stanchions thai thereby
the said stanchions 10 will be mutually sup-
ported, and when placed in pogition for use
will insure the proper adjustment for attach-
ing thereto the receiver 5, and the vibrators
30, connecting the said receiver with the lan-
yards 25 and 29, for the purpose set forth.

5. In alife-saving device, the combination
of the receiver 5, the stanchions 10, the shoes
11, provided with the feet 12, attached to the
said stanchions, the vibrators9, connecting the
said receiver tothestanchions 10, the lanyards

25 and 29, provided with the stops 28 thereon, .

the said lanyards terminating in the spare ends
27 and being so rove through the stanchiong
10 that thereby the said stanchions will be mu-
tually supported, and when placed in position
for use will insure the proper adjustment for
securing thereto the receiver 5, and the vi-
brators 30, connecting the said receiver with
the lanyards 25 and 29, for the purpose set
forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in.

presence of two witnesses.

EVERETT D. MOORE.

Witnesses:
Wu. L. BAILIE,
Jdxo. T. MADDOX.,
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