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Zo all whoni it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY G. PIFFARD, a
‘citizen of the United States, and a resident of
New York,. in the county of~New York and
State of New York, have -invented a certain
new and useful Improved Photogenic Powder,

. of which the following is a specification,
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. The.objeet-of-my invention i to produce a
cheap, safe, and effective photogenic powder,
suitable for use in producing light for photo-
graphic and other purposes. R
My invention consists in a powder com-

" posed of an intimate mixture of magnesinm
: powder and- “‘ wood powder,” or any similar

nitro lignin equivalent, consisting of nitrated
wood fiber or nitro-cellulose compound, pre-
pared after the. manner deseribed in the reis-

- sue patent of Dittmar, No. 6,645, or in any

other snitable manner,
In carrying ont my invention I ordinarily

. prefer to use two parts, by weight, of magne-
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sjum powder with-one part of the easily-igniti--
"ble powder, as specified, the mixture of the

two powders being produced in any desired
way. . I do not confine myself to this propor-
tion, however,as the purposeof the invention

-¢an be earried out with the specified ingredi-
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ents mixed in relative proportions different
from those above mentioned. - It is essential,
bowever, that the wood powder or equivalent 3o

‘should be in sufficient” proportion to produce’

combustion of the magnesium,
My improved powder may be used by plac-
ing a small quantity loosely on an incombus-

“tiblesupport and applying a lighted mateh, 33

taper, fuse, or other source of heat sufficient

to inflamethe wood powder or specified equiv-
alent. The ignition of the wood powder or
equivalent excites rapid combustion of mag-
nesium with the production of a brilliant light (o
of momentary duration, . i

What I claini' ag my invention is—

As a new article of manufacture, an im-
proved photogenic powder consisting of niag-
nesium powder intimately mixed with wood
powder or anysimilar nitro-lignin equivalent,
substantially as and for the purpose specified. -

Signed at New York, in the county of New -
York and State of New York, this 18th da?'_ of
January, A. D. 1888. oy

o HENRY G. PIFFARD.

Witnesses: .

‘W H. CAPEL,
Hvuao KOELKER.
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