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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, OscAR BOTSFORD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Bureka,
in the county of Clinton and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Cheek-Pieces for Bridles, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in metal cheeks for bridles; and
the invention consists in the peculiar consL1 uc-
tion of the sheet-metal blank and its combina-
tion with the blinders and billet, all as more
fully hereinafter described.

In thedrawings which accompany thisspeci-
fication, Figure 1 is an illustration of my de-
vice as in its general relation to the headstalls
of a harness. ' Fig. 2 is a perspective view of
my invention detached from the headstall.
Fig. 3is a view of the blank {rom which my
metal cheek-piece is formed. Tig. 4 is an
illustration of the device in its first stages of
construction. = Fig. 5 is an illustration of the
device in a subsequent stage of construction;
and Flg 6 is a cross-section on line # % in
Fig. 2 _

A is a blank of sheet metal cut out of sub-
stantially rectangular form, as shown in Fig.
3, and provided on top and bottom with the
ears ¢ and with the two rows of perforations
b V', of snitable size to receive the tacks used
in the completion of the device, as herein-
after described; and the dotted lines ¢ ¢ rep-
resent the lines upon which the blank is to be
bent in the various stages of its manufacture,
as hereinafter set forth. From these blanks
the cheek-pieces are formed in the following
manner: A billet, B, provided with or with-
out the blinder O is secured to that portion
of the blank™ in line with the ears by means
of the row of tacks d, driven through the
perforations b, as shown in Fig. 4, t_he tacks
being preferably driven with the head rest-
ing against the metal blank and clinched
over upon the billet. At the same time the
buckles ¢ are secured to the blank by doub-
ling over the ears @ and securing the free ends

thereof, as shown, or in any other suitable
manner.

The top and bottom edges of the blank are
turned over upon the dotted lines, as shown,
to re-enforce the upper and lower edges of the
cheek-piece, and then the whole blank is bent
up upon the vertical lines to form the hollow
rectangular tube consisting of the parts f, 9, 1
and 4, Which form the four sides, the remain-
ing portion of the blank j, k, and { being then
bent over the outside to cover the billet. A
row of tacks, m, is then driven through the
perforations I’ into the billet to secure the
wliole firmly together, after which the part Zis
bent back to hide the heads of the tacks, as
shown in Fig. 6.

By constr uctmg a cheek-piece in this man-
ner a very pleasing and ornamental appear-
ance is obtained and with less expense than
with the osoal construction. The device may
be suitably polished, japanned, or finished in
any other suitable manner. The device also
has the advantage of incredased rigidity and
lightness, while at the same time the hollow
part D receives the ends of the straps and
prevents theunsightly appearance which their
unsecured ends would present.

What I claim as my invention is—

1. The cheek-piece consisting of the sheet-
metal blank tubularly folded and provided
with bueckles secured to the ends thereof by
ears formed oun the blank, substantially as
specified.

2. The cheek-piece consisting of 'a sheet-
metal blank tubularly folded, in combination
with a billet secured within the fold of such
blank, sobstantially as described.

3. The cheek-piece consisting of the sheet-
metal blank A, tubularly folded and provided
with buckles secured to the ends thereof by
the ears ¢, formed on the Dblank, in combina-
tion with the billet B, sectured within the fold
of the blank and carrying the blinder, all ar-
ranged substantially as deseribed.

4. Thé cheek-piece consisting of the sheet-
metal blank A, tubularly folded and provided
with the re-enforced ends and the buckles se-
cured thereto by straps formed on the blank,
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and the billet secured thereto by tacks or rivets In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 10

between the tubular fold and an outer fold of | in presence of two witnesses, this 19th day of

said blank, substantially as described. April, 1888.

5. As an improved article of manufacture, ' :

5 the cheek-piece formed of sheet metal folded OSCAR BOTSFORD.

and provided with a billet inclosed within a :

fold of the sheet metal and secured thereto by Witnesses:

tacks or rivets concealed within folds of the Levy KIRrBY,

sheet metal, substantially as desecribed. HeNRY KIRBY.




