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To all whom it mdy concern:

Be it known that I, Epwin R, FircH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Auburn,
in the county of Cayuga and State of New York,
have invented certain new and useful Improve-
mentsin Identifying Devices; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same.

My invention has for its object a means for
the identification of persons who may by acci-
dent, particularly from fire, becomeso far dis-
figured as to be unrecognizable; and it consists
of a small case, which is practically inde-
structible by fire, adapted to be carried upon

-the person, and containing a plate or equiva-

lent deviceupon which are formed identifying-
marks. .

Figure 1 i3 a perspective view of my inven-
tion when closed. Fig. 2 is a similar view
when open. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view.

In the drawings, A represents a case, pref-
erably in the form of a shallow circular box,
about the size in diameter of a silver dollar-
piece. Thiscaseis formed of metal—as brass,
nickel, or silver—and contains a packing, B,
of asbestus, mineral wool, or other similar re-
fractory material.

C is the cover, which may also have a lin-
ing, D, of asbestus or like material, adapted
to tightly close the case A, its flange passing
either outside or inside of the -flange of the
case, as may be found desirable. This cover

has engraved or otherwise formed thereon
words—such as ‘‘ Bearer’s address inside”’ —
which would indicate that upon opening such
case the address of the person upon whom it
might be found could be procured.
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B is a tablet, preferably of metal, though
any suitable refractory material may be used
capable of bearing identifying-marks, such as
the owner’s name, residence, place of busi-
ness, or any other matter which may be con-
sidered desirable.

This article is light and portable, may be
easily carried in the pocket of the owner, and
will be a cerfain means of identification, even
though the body be mangled or consnmed be-
yond all possibility of recognition.

‘While my invention is particularly intended
for use by travelers, it may also be carried by
young children who are liable to stray from
home, in which case it would ordinarily be
made in locket form.

The lining of asbestus might be omitted and
the invention still be valuable, though I pre-
fer the arrangement which T have described.

I claim—

1. An identifying device consisting of a re-
fractory case having a detachable cover and
adapted to be carried upon the person, and
containing a refractory tablet bearing marks
of identification, substantially as described.

2. An identifying device consisting of a me-
tailic case having a cover, both lined withre-
fractory material, and a metallic tablet con-
tained insaid case and bearing marksof identi-
fication, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

EDWIN R. FITCH.
Witnesses:

WILLIAM A. MARTIN,
A. 8. MARTIN.
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