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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that [, Joan J. LoUD, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Wey-
mouth, in the county of Norfolk and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in Can-
nons, of which the following is a full specifica-
tion.

My invention consists of an ‘improved
breech-loading eannon adapted for firing car-
tridges ignited by a fuse inseparably con-
nected therewith. I preferably use for my

. cartridge the ordinary fire-cracker, and the
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cannon being adapted for the purpose herein
set forth is so constructed as to be perfectly
safe for children and careless persons to whom
accidents frequently occur in usingfire arms.
The construction of my cannon is such thata
cartridge provided with a fuse may readily
be inserted at the breech and the fuse placed
in position for firing the same without
threading it- through any hole. Moreover,
the cannon is so constructed as to fold com-
pactly, thereby greatly reducing its bulk for
transportation.

Figure 1 is a side .view of my improved
cannon closed ready for firing. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal section through the axis of the
barrel, and Fig. 3 a perspective view of the
cannon open for loading.

I preferably make my improved cannon in
two main pieces, one of which, B, consists of
the barrel rigidly secured thereto or integral
with the cheeks or forward portion of the
carriage, while the other portion consists of
the breech-block A, rigidly secured to or in-

‘tegral with the stock A’, the breech-block

and stoek being hinged at C to the cheeks of
the carriage in such a manner that the breech
is closed automatically when the cannon is
placed on its base for firing; or, when desired,
the stock may befolded under the carriage, as
hereinafter explained.

The barrel of the cannon is thus divided
into two portions, A and B, by a plane which
passes through the vent or touch-hole g,
through which passes the fuse of the cracker.

I may employ for the vent a slot or semi-

. eircular hole in either the forward or the
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breech portion of the barrel only, or a semi-
circular slot in both portions of the barrel,

8o that when closed together an opening for
the fuse of the cartridge is formed; or the up-
per half of the forward portion of the barrel
may be beveled or cut away, preferably by a
perpendicular cut from the top of the barrel
down to a horizontal line through the center
of the bore, as shown in the drawings, there-
by allowing the fuse /" of the cracker F to
protrude either vertically or at an angle
when the cannonis closed. The use of an en-
larged vent of the peculiar form last deseribed,
and illustrated in the drawings, is twofold. In
the first place it provides an ample supply of
air for the burning of the fuse, which, were
the vent circular, might cease to burn as soon
as the hole is reached, and, sccondly, no care
is required in adjusting the-cartridge-fuse
along a groove, as would be neeessary in case
of a circular vent to prevent crushing of the
fuse when the breech closes; but with this
vent the fuse may protrude at any angle. In
any case the plane of division of the two parts
of the barrel is through the vent.

The breech-block of the barrel is prefer-
ably provided with the boss «', whieh, when
the parts are closed together, serves to push
the cartridge or cracker slightly forward and
partially close the bore of the barrel, thereby
guarding against the tendency of sparks, &e.,
to escape from the vent when the cartridge
explodes.

The under side of the carriage is beveled
at B/, as shown in Fig. 2, so as to allow the
stock A’ to fold clear back between the wheels
of the carriage. In this manner the bulk of
the cannon is reduced nearly half, so that it
may fit inte a box baut little more than half
the size necessary to contain it when in posi-
tion for firing, the folding being done without
takiong the cannon apart or in any way unfit-
ting it for instant use. These cannon may
thus be very compactly packed for transporta-
tion.

I claim—

1. In abreech-loading cannon, a barrel pro-
vided at the breech with a wide vent cuf across
the whole face of the end of the barrel or of
the breech-block above the center, substan-
tially as and for the purposes deseribed.

2. Inabreech-loading cannon, a barrel pro-
vided with the wide vent a,cut across the whole

55

6o

65

72

75

8o

g0

95

100



face of the end of the barrel, in combination
with a breech-block provided with a boss, «,
substantially as and for the purposes described.

3. A Dbreech-loading cannon provided with
a split vent and consisting of a barrel rigidly
secured to the carriage-cheeks, in combination
with a breech - block hinged to said cheeks
and a stock rigidly sccured to said breech-
block, whereby the stock may be folded be-
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substantially asand for the purposes described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

JOHN J. LOUD.
Witnesses:

Wwm. B. H. Dowsk,
ALBERT E. LEACH.

tween the wheels, thereby reducing the bulk, 1o



