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To all whom it may concer.:

Be it known that I, JOHN PRENTICE, of the
city and State of New York, have invented an
Improvement in Cocks for Gas-Fixtures, of
which the following is a specification.

The cocks upon gas-fixtures usually have a
stop-pin that limits the rotation of the plug,
so that the plag will be stopped when the gas
isturned off; but mexperlenced persons some-
times turn the cock back again sufficiently to
allow the gas to escape, and thereby life is
sometimes endangered.

In some instances the stop-pin has been
moved in one direction by aspring to hold the

plug and withdrawn by hand, and a spring-
stop has been applied on the handle of the
plug.

My invention relates to the combination,
with the barrel and tapering plug in a gas-
cock, of a spring-latch upon the barrel thab is
moved by the stop-pin of the plug and springs
in behind the same, so that the plug caunot be

- turned back after the gas has been shut off un-
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til the latch has been moved to separate it from
the gtop-pin of the plug, thereby rendering the
gas-cock less liable to be left open by inex-
perienced persons.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of

-the gas-cock and its spring-latch. TFig. 2isan

inverted sectional plan view of the cock at the
line # #, Fig. 3; and Fig. 3 is a sectional ele-

. vation at the line y y, Fig. 1.
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The gas-cock is made with the barrel A and
conical plug B, as usual, and the gas-pipes are
connected with the barrel. Thereis a stop or
pin, 2, thai projects from the plug at one end
of the barrel, and upon the barrel are the stops
3 and 4, that limit the movement of the plug to

(No model.)

a quarter of a revolution, so that in one posi-
tion the gas is turned on and in the ofher it is
shut off.

There is a spring- ]atch I<, plvoted to the
barrel, and its inclined end 5 5 is adjacent to the
pin 2, S0 that when the plug is turned to shut
off the gas the stop-pin 2 presses back the
latch, and then the latch springs back and
holds the stop-pin and the plug from Dbeing
moved until the lateh is liberated by pressing
on its projecting end.

. The pivot of the spring-latch preferably
passes through jaws 6 on the plate 7, that is at-
tached by serews 9 to the barrel of the cock;
but with new cocks the pivot:jaws will be casb
upon the barrels. Thespring 10 for the latch

_is between the barrel and the back of the lateh.

I do not claim a gas-cock with a spring to
turn the same off and a latch to hold the cock
when open. . In this case the spring holds the
gas-cock closed while in my improvement the
gas-cock is turned on or off by hand and the
spring-latch holds the plug of the cock when
the gas is turned out.

I claim as my invention—

The combination, with the barrel and plug
and the stops to limit the motion in turning
the plug, of a latch pivoted upon the barrel
and its end holding a stop on the plag of the
cock when the gas s turned off, substantially
as set forth.

Signed by me this 10th day of February,
1887.

JOHN PRENTICE.

Witnesses:
GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
WiLLiam G. MoTT.

1o

45

50

55

60

65

7Q



