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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANNA MATILDA Wo0OD-
HULL,of Freehold, in the eounty of Monmouth
and State of New Jersey, have invented new

5 and useful Improvements in Safety-Seals for
Checks, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription.

This invention relates to a safety-seal for
checks, bonds, notes, and other documents;
and it consists, essentially, of a centrally-ap-
ertured seal, which aperture is covered by a
semi-transparent material, the whole being
arranged for application to the face of the pa-
per in connection with which it is to be em-
ployed, in the manner and for the purpose to
be hereinafter described, and specifically
pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar figures of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a view of a portion of a check,
representing the same as being provided with
my improved form of safety-seal. Fig. 2is
an enlarged detail view of the seal, the view
being taken upon a line corresponding ap-
proximately with the line # « of Fig. 1. Fig.
3 is a central sectional view of the seal, repre-
senting the same as it appears prior.to its ap-
plication to the instrument in connection with
which it is to be employed; and Fig. 4 ‘s a
face view.of a bunch of seals construeted in
accordance with the terms of my invention.

In constructing such a seal as the one illus-
trated in the drawings above referred to I take
any proper form of heavy paper, preferably
that form of paper that is used in the manu-
facture of notarial and official seals, and I cut
such paper by meansof a properly-eonstructed
die to the form required for the outer edge of
the seal, which form it will of course be un-
derstood could be varied as oceasion de-
 manded; but in practice I prefer to havea die
which will eut circular seals—snch as those
shown at 10 in Fig. 1, said -seals having ser-
rated edges 2 and being delivered from the die
in sheets, the several seals of the sheets being
united by webs, as 3.

At the same time that the seals are cut out,
as abovedescribed, the central portion of each
seal is cut out, thus Jeaving a central aper-
ture, 4, and an auxiliary aperture, 5, is also
formed at one side of the main or central ap-
erture. The under faces of the seals are
55 coated with any proper viscid material, and
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to each seal there isattached a semi-transpar-
ent flap, 6, which flap covers the aperture 5
and the central aperture, 4; but in applying
these flaps 6 I leave them disconnected from
the main portion of the seal, as illustrated in 6o
Fig. 3.

%Vhen in use the number to be protected is
written upon the body of the instrument upon
which it is to appear—as, for instance, upon
the body of a check, as illustrated at A in ¢35
Fig. 1, and this seal is then applied so that the
number will be discernible through the semi-
transparent flap 6.

After the seal has been applied, it wonld be
extremely difficult to remove it from the face 7c
of the instrument without leaving some tell-
tale marks which would direct the attention
of parties to whom the instrument was pre-
sented to the fact that the amount might have
been tampered with; but it might be possi- 75
ble to remove most all of these tell-tale evi-
dences, and it is to guard against the possi-
bility of the clean removal of the seal that I
have provided the auxiliary apertures 5, thesé
apertures being formed in order that the body 8o
of the instrument and the semi-transparent
flap 6 may be pierced by a penknife or other
proper instrument after the seal has been ap-
plied, as represented in Fig. 1, so that no
matter how carefully the seal might be re- 85
moved the abrasion of the paper of the in-
strument above the amount would direct the
attention of the payee to the fact 1that the
amount called for might have been changed
9o

Having thus fully deseribed my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. Asamnew articleof manufacture, a safety-
seal consisting of a disk or plate having one 95
surface coated with a viscid material and pro-
vided with a central aperture and a semi-
transparent flap covering said aperture, the
whole being adapted to be applied over a
character to prevent it from being tampered 1 o
with, as set forth.

2. The eombination, with a check, of a cen-
trally-apertured disk and a semi-transparent
flap, a stratum of viseid material and the flap
being arranged between the check and the 103
disk, substantially as described.
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