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T all whom 6 may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD G. CUSHMAN,
of the city and State of New York, have in-
vented an Improvement in Cans for Oil, &e.,
of which the following is a specification.

Cubical sheet-metal cans have heretofore
been made and exteusively used in the trans-
portation of petroleum; but they are liable to
become injured upon the angles, especially
when transported in sea-going vessels,and the
petroleum runs out whenever the can is in-
jured to the slightest extent.

Heretoforecanshavebeeninclosedin wooden
cases or boxes occupying considerable space,
and the cans are liable to beinjured in nailing
the slats of the cases or boxes together.

My improvement is especially intended for
protecting the ends of the sheet-metal cans, so
that the cans can be handled separately, aud
they can be piled one upon another withoub
risk of injury either in handling or in the
movement to whieh they are subjected in sea-
going vessels or in railway-cars. 'With my
improved can no outside case or box is neces-
sary, thereby saving in cost of freight and
transportation.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical sec-
tion. Tig. 2is a plan view of the top of the
can, and Fig. 3 an inverted plan view of the
bottom of the can. ‘

The can is composed of the sides A, top B,

. and bottom C, the sheet metal being scamed at

the angles, and usually the seams arc at a

- slight outward or flaring inclination and may
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bedouble-seamed. . The handle D is connected
directly to the top of the can, and in the bot-
tom of the can there is an opening with a sheet-
metal cap, I, that is put on after the can has
beenfilled,and the sameis thensoldeted tightly
toits place. The can itself is of any ordinary
size, and cans have heretofore been madein the
manner described thus far.

I make use of a wooden head, F, and a
wooden bottom, @G, the size of the same being
such that the edgesof the wooden top and bot-
tom pieces will set within the double-seamed
edges, and hence will take an even Dbearing
upon the surface of the sheet metal at the top
and bottom of the can respectively., Each
head has a central opening, which issufficiently
large to allow for the handle D to be swung up
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and used in handling the can and for the cap
E to be soldered to its place after the can has
been filled. :
Bachwooden head is channeled from the cen-
tral opening outwardly, and preferably cross-
wise of the grain of wood, the depth of the chan-
nel being sufficient toreceivewithinitthestrips
or bands I of sheet metal, and these strips or
bands are soldered at the ends to the sheet
metal of the can, so that these bands firmly
hold the wooden heads in their proper posi-
tion; but the bands being recessed or within
the channels are not liable to be injured or
torn off in handling the can, and consequently
the surfaces of the wooden heads are smooth
and flat and the cans can be piled one upon

portation.

In orderto preventthe edges of the cans rub-
bing or wearing against one another in conse-
quence of any movements to which they are
subjected. in transportation, I surround the
can with a band, X. This band is preferably
of rawhide connected upin the form of a hoop
and slipped over the can while the rawhide is
in a moist condition, so that asit dries, shrinks,
and ‘hardens it becomes tightly held in its
proper position, and this band K may be ap-
plied both at the top as well as at the bottom
portions around the can; but such band may
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-another in packing them together for trans-
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be made of a heavy strip of woven material or -

cord, the ends-in both instances beingsuitably
connected. These bands prevent the direct
coutact of one can with another and prevent
abrasion, so that the cans are easily trans-
ported, and there is very little risk-of injury
or leakage.

I claim as my invention—-

The wooden heads for sheet-metal cans, each:

provided with acentral openingto give acecess
to the handle or to the cap of the can, and
channeled, in combination with the sheet-
metal bands introdneed within the channei
and soldered at their ends to the canfor hold-
ing such heads in place, substantially as set
forth. i -
Signed by me this 22d day of March, 1888.
EDWARD G. CUSHMAN.
Witnesses:
GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
HAROLD SERRELL.
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