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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, HTRAM PHILLIPS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Colum-
bia, in the county of Boone and State of Mis-
souri, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Envelope-Tablets, of which
the following is a specifieation, reference bei ng
had therein to the accompanying drawings.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of this pack-
age or tablet closed. TFig. 2 is a plan view of
the same open, looking down on the edge of
the envelopes. Fig. 3is an edge view of the
same as in position for use. I'ig. 4 isa per-
spective view of the package or tables pro-
vided simply with a blotter and its connecting
cover. Fig, b is a perspective view of the
same, showing how the entire pack of envel-
opes can be addressed without severing any
one from the pack. .

This invention has for its ohject to provide
for sale and use a package of envelopes suit-
ably secured together at its edges and having
combined therewith a cover and a blotter, -all
as will hereinafter be fully described, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, A denotes a pack of en-
velopes containing any desired number of en-
velopes, the envelopes being of any' desired
size or shape. About this package is placed
a wrapper, B, which is composed of a back-
ing, b V¥, and a stiff cover, ¥, and a blotter, 0.
The edges of the envelopes, preferably the
rear, are attached to the backing b by gum-
ming, like paper in the ordinary tablet. To
the extended edge of the backing b'is attached
the stiff cover ', which is of the size of the
envelopes, and adapted by its attachment to be
freely lifted up and swung back on the oppo-

site side, o asto come at one side of the pack.”

The backing b is extended at 2%, which is of
the same length as the envelope, so as to cover
the back and the front edge, and then upon
the upper front edges, where the blotter J® is
pasted or otherwise attached to it, and is thus
adapted to be neatly folded beneath the stiff
cover ', :

It will be noticed that by attaching the en-
velopes to the backing in the manner above
referred to the envelopes are brought into
quite a compact relation each with the other

upon the rear edge, but the front edges evi-
dently will flare apart more or less if not se-
cured together.. In order, therefore, to bring

the front edges into aboub as compact a rela- -

tion with each other as the rear, one corner of g5

that part of the wrapper (indicated by 3*)which
comes over the front edge of tlie envelopes is
gummed, wlereby the edges of the envelopes
are held compactly together. Thusthe entire
package is made of uniform bulk.

It desired, instead of having the connection
ab 0* made by gumming the wrapper to the
envelope,asmallstrip of paper can be gnmmed
at this point, which will answer precisely the
same purpose, and, when using the envelope,
when the stiffened part of the wrapper or cover

2}

i is turned down, as shown in Fig. 3, a very de-

sirable support or rest is afforded to the hand
when the envelope is beingaddressed. When
the envelope is addressed, it can be very
easily detached from the package by simply
placing one of the fingers of the hand under
the free corner of the package and lifting the
envelope, when it is easily freed from the gunm-

‘ming on the front and the rear edges.

In addressing a large number of envelopes
it is evidently undesirableto Le at the trouble
of detaching each envelope as it is addressed,
and in the present device this need not be
done, because it will only be necessary to turn
over each envelope, asshown in Fig. 5, as fast
as it has been addressed, and thus each envel-
ope can be addressed in its turn, and when
the entire pack has been addressed each and
all of the envelopes can be detached at almost
a single movement of the hand. = The blotter,
it will be observed, is in the most convenient
position for ready use. The cost of a package
of envelopes done up in this way is but very
little more than one done up in the ordinary
manner, to wit, by a decorated band, or in some
such way, requiring both time and expense,
while among the advantages of doing the pack
up in the manner which has been above de-
seribed arethatit makes the package very com-
pact and provides it with a wrapper, whereby
it is at all times protected from the dust, also
affordsa support forthe hand in addressing the
envelopes, and also provides ready means for
blotting the address as soon asit is made, It
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may not always be necessary, however, to
provide the blotter, and in that event the thin
part b* of the wrapper is extended so as to fold
neatly beneath the thick portion ?’. Again,
it may not be necessary to use the thick part
of the wrapper ¥, and in that event the pack-
age is merely provided with the blotter 0°, at-
tached, as has been above described, to the
thin part »* of the wrapper, and in either
event the package is entirely covered except
at the narrow edges on each side.

In some instances it may be desirable, as is
now shown at 0° in Fig. 4, to widen the blot-
ter a little, so as to have it extend down the
edge of the envelopes. This construction
would render it necessary to bend it at the
edge of the envelopes; but it would render
more certain the elevation of the blotter above
the table when it isturned back—that is, when
the blotter is turned back it would not fall
down upon the table, but would be so held up
as to be easily grasped by the fingers when it
was desired to use it upon the face of {he en-
velopes. Usually, by ordinary construction
heretofore shown, this result is accomplished,
but by extending the blotter, as now described,
the end will be more certainly accomplished.

T am well aware that it has for a long time
been a very common usage in the trade to pro-
vide letter and other writing tablets with a
blotter adapted for use as each sheet has been
written on. It is evident that in the mere de-
tails of constructing the present invention
many changes can be made which will not in
any way differ essentially from what I have
set forth. TFor instance, the thick cover may
be upon the under side of the package. The

blotter may be attached to the thick cover.
Instead of gumming the edges at the front and
rear they may be gummed upon their side
edges. Likewise the cover may extend around
the package, leaving the long edges exposed;

but any of these changes, as it is obvious, will
not depart from the nature or scope of the in-
vention which has been above explained.

Having thus described my invention, what
Iconsider new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. An envelope-package consisting of the
following elements, to wit: the envelopes pro-
vided at one edge with a gummed backing and
a stiff cover hinged thereto and freely moving

| thereon, and a thin cover hinged to the backing

on the opposite side of the stiff cover, passing
around the bottom and front edge, and hav-
ing a blotter attached to its edge, so as to be
freely moved thereon. _

2. A package of envelopes gummed and se-
cured at the rear edge to a backing, b, and
also at ifs front edge gnmmed and secared to
a retaining-piece, b', whereby the package is
held securely together in a very compact form.

3. In combination with a package of envel-
opes secured together at the front and rear,
but so that each envelope can be easily sepa-
rated from the pack, a hinged cover or piece
adapted to be turned down in front and afford
a hand-rest when addressing the envelope.

4. An envelope-package provided with a
wrapper to which it is attached at the front
and rear edges, and whereby it is completely
surrounded and protected from dust, &ec., at
all points except at the side edges, substan-
tially as described.

5. The envelope-package provided with a
hand-rest to aid in addressing the envelopes,
and also with a blotter, substantially as de-
scribed. .

In testimony whercof Iaffix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HIRAM PHILLIPS.

Witnesses:

HowARD DORSETLT,
SIMEON BEAUFORD KIRTLEY.
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