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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, JEREMIAH P. JOHNSON,
a eitizen of the United States, residing at De-

-troit, in the county of Wayne and State of
Michigan, have invented a new and usefual |

Copying-Press, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in copying-presses; and
the invention consists in the peculiar construe-
tion and arrangement of toggle-levers for de-
pressing the platen, in the means for adjust-
ing the toggle-levers, in an automatic locking

device for holding the actuating-lever in its

depressed position, and in the peculiar con-
struction, arrangement, and combinations of
the various parts, all as more fally hereinafter
set forth.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved press ready for use. TFig. 2 is a simi-
lar view with the lever depressed.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this specification, A represents a
base to which is rigidly secured the arched
frame B. This frame is preferably made of 2
bar of flat steel, the broad faces of the two ends
of which are secured to the ends of the base,
and serve as guides for the platen C. The bar
is then twisted, as at @, upon the two sides of
the frame, in order that the strain may come
edgewise upon the bar in the operation of the
press. )

In the center of the arch is rigidly secured
a depending threaded stud, D, which engages
with theturn-buckle E, thelower end of which
receives the npper end of a threaded bolt, It
The lower end of this bolt is pivotally con-
nected to the npper ends of the toggle-levers
G @&, the lower end of the latter being like-
wise pivotally secured to the top of the
platen C.

At the central joint of the toggle-lever G is
pivotally secured the curved lever H, the bi-

furcated ends of which are pivoted to the in-
ner ends of the links I, the outer ends of the
latter being rigidly secured to the projecting
ends of the bolt b, which forms the pivot-pin
of the joint of the toggle-lever G'. Tooneend
of the bolt b is rigidly secured a spring, J, at

right angles to the links I, and in which is ¢

formed a suitable opening adapted to engage
with a stop, ¢, projeeting laterally from the
corresponding side of the lever when the parts
are in the position shown in Fig. 2.

In practice the platen is raised above the
bed sufficiently to admit of the letter-book be-
ing placed between them, and if adjustment
is required it is accomplished by turning the
turn-buckle E in the proper direction to raise
or lower the platen, as may be desired. By
now depressing the hand-lever H the toggle-
levers are straightened or drawn together, as
shown in Fig. 2, and firmly press the book.
As the lever H assumes the horizontal posi-
tion, the stop ¢ engages with the spring"J,
which locks the lever in such position.

What I claim as my invention is—

‘1. In a letter-press, the combination of the
frame B and platen C, having a vertical ad-
justment in said frame, with the toggle-levers
G @/, threaded bolts D I, the latter pivotally
connected directly to the upper ends of the
toggle-levers, bifurcated lever H, and links I,
theparts being constructed, arranged, and op-
erating substantially in the inanner and for the
purposes described.

2. In a letter-press, the combination of the
bed A, frame B, platen C, serew-bolts D I,
turn-buckle E, toggle-levers G (¥, bifurcated
lever H, links I, spring J, and stop ¢, all com-
bined and operating substantially in the man-
ner and for the purposes described.

; JEREMIAH P. JOHNSON.

‘Witnesses:

JAMES E. CUTLER,
GEO. W. LIBER.
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