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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, EpwARD BUNCOMEBE
GOBLET, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing ab Fort Worth, in the county of Tarrant
and State of Texas, haveinvented certain new
and useful Improvements in Carriage-Tops;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
fall, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same.

My invention relates to improvements in
carriage-tops, and more particularly to the
construction and arrangement of the braces for
supporting the bows thereof, and is fully de-
seribed and explained in this specification and
shown in the acecompanying drawings, in
which—

Tigure 1 is a side elevation of a carriage-
top embodying one form of my invention.
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a earriage-top
embodying a slightly-modified form thereof;
and IPigs. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 are detail views illus-
trating various means for securing the braces
in any desired position.

In Fig. 1, A is the carriage-top. and B the
bows of an ordinary earriage-top, the bows
being spaced above by the ordinary horizontal
braces, CC C,having the usual breaking joints.

D is an oblique brace whose lower end is
pivoted. at the rear edge of the seat, while
its upper end is pivoted near the top of one
of the bows B. This brace has the ordi-
nary form and eonstruction, being made in
two pieces, connected by a joint, d, adapted
to permit the brace to break backward near its
center, and the position of the brace and the
form of the jointare preferably sich that when
the top is fully raised the brace is rigid and
holds the top erect unless intentionally broken
backward. Instead of lying outside of the
bows, however, as is usual in stroetures of this
class, the braceillustrated in the drawings lies
inside the bows and is readily aeccessible from
the interior of the earriage, so that it may be
broken or straightened and the top lowered or
raised by the occupant of the carriage without
reaching outside the bows,as is necessary when
the brace lies ontside. In order more effectu-

ally to seeure the brace against accidental dis-
placement, and also in order to permit its be-
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ing seeured in any desired position, I have
pivoted to the lower member, D, of the brace
a secondary brace or operating-lever, T, pref-
erably having a hand-hold, e, and provided at
its lower end with means for engaging various
points of a suitable co-acting device attached
to the end of the carriage-seat.

In the device shown in side elevation in
Fig. 1 and in bottom plan in Fig. 3 the lower
end of the lever E is provided with a trans-
verse pin, ¢, projecting from both of its side
faces and adapted to engage with the teeth f
of two parallel ratchet-plates, between which
the end of theleverE lies. Thepoints of the
teeth f are downward, and the pin ¢ may be
detached from its engagement with any given
noteh of the ratchet-bar by a downward press-
ure, which forees it below the end of the con-
tiguous tooth, and when once out of engage-
ment may be moved to any desired point of
the ratchets. In order to prevent accidental
disengagement of the pine¢’ from the ratchet,
and at thesame time to permit intentional dis-
engagement thereof, I have placed a spring, G,
immediately below the space between the two
bars of the double ratchet and in contact with
the end of the operating-lever .  The ends of
this spring may be secured in any desired man-
ner and may have any such form and construc-
tion as will permit sufficient depression of the
body of the spring for the disengagement of
the pin ¢ from the ratchet.

Fig. 4 represents aslightly-modified form of
the ratchet-bar, in which £ are teeth set in a
spring-bar, G, and adapted to be operated
either by the depression of the entire bar or
by the depression of the separate teeth, as may
be desired.

Tigs. 5 and 6 illustrate a slightly-different
construetion, in which the ratchet-bars are re-
placed by a bar, F, formed with holes /7, and
the lower end of the lever I is provided with
a loop, ¢, adapted to encircle the bar F, and
with a pin, ¢”, adapted to enter the holes f/
and to be withdrawn therefrom by the opera-
tion of a hand-lever, ¢, attached to or con-
neeted with the pin.

Fig. 7 illustrates another construction, in
which the lower end of the lever E is pivoted
to an oscillating disk, H, provided with a
hand-lever, H', and the disk itself is provided
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‘with an internal or exfernal toothed surface,

R, each notch of which may be brounght into
engagement with a suitably-actuated pawl, i’

The object of all of the devices illustrated in
Tigs. 3,4, 5,6, and 7 is the same, and the forms
so illustrated are only shown assuggestions of
a few of the various constructions which may
be used to the same end. The purpose of all
of them is to provide some means by which the
lower end of the operating-lever Ii may be se-
cured at any desired distance from the lower
pivot of the brace D, in order to fasten the top
in any desired position, whether fully raised or
fully lowered, or in a position intermediate be-
tween these two extremes. Any of these de-
vices may easily be operated from the interior
of the carriage, so that by means of them the
top can be raised or lowered without reaching
outside the bows. Their use in connection
with the brace D, lying inside the bows of the
top, is an improvement and an added conven-
ienee; but they are not essential to the opera-
tion of the brace when so placed, and I do not
limit my invention, so far as it relates to the
position of the brace, to its usein combination
with any of these means for securing it in va-
rious positions.

Tig. 2illustrates a form of top in which the

‘main brace D cccupies a vertical position at

the rear edge of the carriage-seat and is con-
nected with the top of one of the bows by an
inclined brace, I, lying inside the bows and
accessible from the interior of the carriage.
The lower member of the vertical brace D is
provided with an operating-lever, Ii, having
the same form, construction, and operation as

- thesimilar bracealready deseribed. Thelower
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end of the lever, as shown, is provided with
the same means for regulating its position as
are illustrated in Fig. 1; but these may bere-
placed by any of those illustrated in the de-
tail views which have already been deseribed.

The construction shown in Fig. 2 is in all
respects the same as that shown in Fig. 1, ex-
cept that the single oblique brace D of Tig. 1
is replaced by the vertical brace D and the
oblique brace D’ of Fig. 2.

Having now described and explained my in-
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vention, what I claim as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with a vehicle-seat, a
series of top-supporting bows pivoted thereto,
and a jointed brace having its lower end piv-
oted to the seat and its upper end to one of
the bows, of a rigid operating-lever having its
upper end pivoted to said jointed brace and its
lower end adjustably connected with the seat,
whereby the position of the lower end of said
lever may be varied and the brace and top se-
cured in any desired position, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with a carriage-seat,
bows pivoted to the ecarriage, and a brace
having its lower end pivoted to the seab or an
attachment thereof and its upper end to one of
the bows, of a ratchet-bar secured to the end
of the seat, and an operating-lever having its
rear end pivoted to said brace and its front
end provided with means, substantially as
shown and described, for connecting it at any
desired point with said ratchet-bar, substan-
tially as and for the purpose set forth.

3. The combination of the bows B and hori-
zontal braces C, the oblique brace D, the
double ratchet-bar having teeth f, and the
hand-lever I, having its rear end pivoted to
the oblique brace and its front end provided

_with a transverse pin adapted to engage the

teeth of the ratchet-bars.

4. The combination of the bows B, the hori-
zontal braces (%, and oblique brace IJ, the
double ratchet-bar having teeth f, the operat-
ing-lever B, having its rear end pivoted tothe
brace D and its front end provided with the
pin ¢, adapted to engage the ratehet-bars, and
the spring G, lying beneath the end of the op-
erating lever and adapted to prevent the ac-
cidental displacement thercof from the ratchet,
substantially as shown and deseribed, and for
the purpose set forth.

Intestimony whereof Taflix my signature in
presence of two withesses.

EDWARD BUNCOMBE GOELET.

‘Witnesses:

H. TuLry,
J. E. MITCHELL.
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