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UNITED STATES

PatenT OFFICE.

STEPHENF VOORHEES OF ADRIAN MICHIGAN

FOLDING PLATFORM. FOR HARVESTERS

SPHECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 365,637, dated J uly 3, 1888

Apblication filed October 17, 1887. Serial No. 252, 611

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, STEPHEN F. VOORMEES,

2 citizen of the United States, residing -ab
Adman in the county of Lenawee and State of
Mlchlgan haveinvented 2 newand useful [n-

provement in Folding Platforms for Harvest-

ers, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement in
folding platforms for harvesters; and it eon-
sists in the peculiar construction and combi-
‘nation of devices that will be more fully set
forth hereinafter, and particularly pombed oub

‘in the claims.
This invention i3 an improvement on the

folding platform for harvesters for which Let-
ters Patent of the United States, No. 370,430,

- were granted to me September-27, 1887,and

the object of ‘my present improvement is to
provide a‘harvester or binder platform witha

hinged joint, whereby that portion of the plat-

form carrying the cutting apparatus may be
moved to a vertical position and then swung
around to one side of that portion of the plat-
form carrying the usual gear-wheels and se-

‘eured thereto, thus reducing the -excessive

width of the binder or harvester,and enabling
the same to be readily transported along an

-.ordinary country road, over narrow bridges,
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and through gateways, thus greatly facilitat-
ing the transportation of the binder or har-
vester from one farm to another.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a harvester-platform em-
bodying my improvements, showing the same
extended to its full width, Fig..2 is a rear
elevation of the same, showing the platform
extended to its full position in solid lines and
showing in dotted lines the platform-frame

- earrying the cutting apparatus folded against

40,
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- sents the platqform -frame.

the gide of the main frame carrying the gear-
wheels. Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view ‘of the

-same in the position shown in Fig. 1. Tig. 4

is a similar view, the platform being shown in
the position as in dotted linesin Fig. 2. Fig.
is a détail view of the plate F. ‘
A represents the harvester or binder, the
minor poitions of the machine being omitted,
for the reagson that they are of the usual con-
straetion and form no part of my presenb im-
provement.
C represents the main fxame, and D repre-
The latter has the

(No model }

is journaled-the driving and supporting wheel.

The gear-wheels usvally employed to trans-:

mit the power: from the ‘driving-wheel to the

usuai eutting apparatus,and in the main frame -

55 -

various portions of the machine are also jour- =
naled in the main frame C, but are notshown '

in the accompanying drawings, for the reason
that they form no part of my invention. On
the rear side of the main frame C is secured

an arm, E, the outer end of which projects be-

yond the grain side of the said frame, the said
arm B being arranged in a horizontal position

| and secured to the undersideof the rear beam
of frame C. On the under side of the front:

grain corper of frame C is secured a flab plate,
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F, which is of the form shown, is provided at

-ifs front edge with a-vertieal flange,. (3. tha¢.
bears agunsb the front side of the front beam

of frame C, and has at its inner corner af its
rear side a vertical flange-plate; H, which is
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secured to the frontside of a short transverse B
bar, T, that forms a pa,rt of the frame C, the -

said flange-plate projecting a considerable dis-
tance beyond the grain-side end of the said
bar,
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K represénts a horizontal flat arm, whichis
formed with the plate ¥ and projects beyond -

the grain side of frame C. At the front grain

corner of the plate F'is formed a vertical plate,
L, which bears against the grain-side end of

the front beam of frame G, prOJecbs forward

80

beyond the said beam, and is provided. witha -

series of openings, M, for the attachment of a.

85.

whiffletree, the said vertlcal plate I: thereby -

forming a clevis.

On the rear side of the phtform frame B,
near the inner’ end thereof, is secured a pau'
of curved sbrap keepers, N.

0 repleqeuts a hinged sw1vel rod, which ig
journaled in thesaid strap keepers’ N is ar-
Tanged on the rear inner side of the platform-
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flame B, and has its inner end connected to

the outer end of the arm B by medns of a, piv-
otal bolt, P. Onthereay side of thesaid plat-
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form-frame B, near the outer or grainend there- -

of, is secured a loop or keeper, R, which is

'adapbed to receive the projecting end of the

arm K of plate F when the platform- frame is

arranged in a vertical position on the gram.
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side of the-frame C. - The said loop or keeper -

and the said arm X are provided each with an
opening, which openings are adapted to align
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with each other when the platform frame isin
position, before deseribed, and a bolt or pin,
B, i8 then inserted in the said aligned open-
ings and serves fo secure the platform-frame

firmly in place. . - . ]
From the outer side of the platform-frame
T, on which a sapport-

D projeets a spindle,

ing-wheel, U, is journaled when the platform--

frame is in its horizontal position- extended

to from the grain side of frame C. From the up-

per side of the platform-frame, at the center.

. of the rear edge thereof, projects a spindle; V,
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which'is similar to the spindle T, and which is
in’a horizontal position when the platforn-

frame. is' in the vertical position before de-

scribéd, on the grain side of the frame side C.
‘When ‘the platform-frame is thus arranged,
the wheel U is taken from the spindle T and
is journaled on the spindle V, as shown, thus
enabling the machineto be readily drawn along
a.narrow country road. ' o

‘When' the platform-frame is in its horizon-
tal position extended from the grain-side of
the frameé C,its front inner corner hears against
the grainside end of the short bur I, bears
against the rearside of the flange-plate H, and

. is snpported upon the upper side of the hori-
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_ frame very securely to- the
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zontal arm K. - The said inner corner of the
said platform-frame is provided; forther, with
‘openings W and X, which, when- the: platform-
frame is in this pegition, align or register with
correspording openings in the plate Hand in
the arm K, and bolts or pins Y are inserted in
the said registering-openings and serve to se-
cure the inner front corner of the platform-
plate at the front
grain-side corner of frame C, ‘

In order to still further strengthen the con-
nection between the platform-frame and the
frame C, I provide a bolt, Z, on.the rear side
of frame C, which bolt stides in suitable keep-
ers, D' I, and is adapted to engage a keeper,

B, on the rear cogner of the platform-frame,

‘as Shown in Pig. 2." ' .
* The operation of my invention will
readily
tion,
. -Havitg

be very
nnderstood from the foregoing descri p-

thus described my invention, I

1. The combination of the frame G, the arm

E on the under rear side thereof and project:

385,537

ing f};pm the grain side of said frame, the 1')]:15-1 ‘
form-frame D, having suitable keepers, N, on -

its rear side at the stubble corner of the plat- ..

form, and the hinged.swiveled rod O, jour-:

naled in the said keepers and pivoted at one
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end to the outer end of the arm B, whereby
the platform-frame mjay be turned up back- »

ward to a vertical position on the hinge-arm
Oand then have its grain end swung forward,
so that the bottow of the platform shall stand

up to the grain gide of the frame O, substan--

tially as described. .
2. The combination of the frame C, having

the projecting arm Eon its grain side and pro- 6

vided'at its front grain coruer with the plate
¥, having the flange-plate H and the horizon-
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tal arin I, and the platform-frame having the -

hinge swivel-rod O journaled to its rear side
and pivoted at oneend to the outer end of arm
B, whereby the platform-frame may be turned

upback ward toa vertical positicn on the hinge--

arm O #4d then bave its grain end swung for-

70

ward, so that the bottom of the platform shall

stand up to the grain side of the frame C, the
inner front corner-of the said platform:frame
being adapted to bear against the flange-plate
H and upon the arm X, and means, substay-

#5

ially as set forth, to secure the said innereir-

ner of the platform-frame to the said flajige-
plate and arm, substantially as deseribed. .

3. The combination of the frame C, having
the projecting arm E on its rear grain corner
and the projecting arm X at its front grain
corner, the platform-frame having the hinge-
rod G ou its rear side near its inner end, the
kespers N, securing said hinge-rod in place,
the pivotal
the said rod to the outer end of arm F, and the
loop R on the rear side of the platform frame,

near the outer end thereof, the said loop R he-
‘ing adapied o receive thie outer end of arm K

8o
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bolt conneeting the inuer ends.of -

go

when the platform-frame is swung to a verti-

cal position on the grain side of frame C, sub-
stantially as deseribed. L -

Intestimony that I claim the foregoing as my
own I have hereto affixed mysignaturein pres-
ence of two witnesses, R

: " STEPHEN: F. VOORHEES.

Witnesses: o ' .
IRVING H. FiNcH, :
WALTER, 8. WESTERMAN,

95



