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To all whom it may concern:

Be ibknown that I, Wirriam M. CASTLIO, a
citizen ofthe United St‘ttes, residing at Mechau
icsville, in the county of St. Charles and State
of Missouri, haveinvented certain new and use-
fal Improvements in Egg-Case Fasteners; and T
do declare the following to bea full, elear, and
exact deseription of themventlon such as will
enable others skilled in the arb to which it
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to theaccompanying drawings,
and to the lefters and figures of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to box-fasteners, and
has forits object the provision of a simple and
convenient means for fastening the lids or
covers on boxes, crates, &e., in an efficient and
expeditious manner.

The improvement consists in having one end

of the lid or cover notehed in its end to re-
ceive the shank of nails or kindred devices at
one end of the box or crate, the heads of said
nails or devices overlapping the sides of the
notches to hold the cover or lid down, and in
having the other end of the 1id or cover pro-
vided Wlth a shank which is adapted to enter
an opening in a bottom on the corresponding
end of the boxor crate,and inhaving aspring-
cateh to engage with and lock the said shank.
The notched end of the cover or lid is de-
pressed around the edges of the notches suf-
ficiently far to receive the heads of the nails
or like devices, which will come about flush
with the top of the cover when fitted in the
said nofches, and is re-enforced by a metal
strip, to prevent the heads of the nails pulling
through the reduced portion of the cover.
) The improvement further consists in the pe-
culiar construction and arrangement and com-
bination of parts, which hereinafter will be
more fully deseribed and claimed, and shown
in the annexed drawings, in which—

TIigure 1 is a perspective view of a box or
crate 1)10v1ded with my improved fastener;
Fig. 2, an end view, the lower portion being
broken away, of the box; Fig. 3, a horizontal
section of one end of the box on the line X X
of Tig. 1, looking down; Fig. 4, a vertical

section of one end of the box on the line Y Y
of Fig. 1.

The box or crate A is of ordinary construc-
tion, and the cover orlid B is provided at one
end with the notchesd b and at the other end
with the depending shank C. The notches b
are adapted to receive the shanks d of nails ox
like devices secured to the box or erate, and
the heads D of these nails overlap the edges of
the notehes and hold the lid or cover down on
the box. The cover is reduced around the
edges of the notches sufficiently far to receive
the heads D, which will come about flush with
the cover. The notched end of the coveris
re-enforced by the metal strip B, whichis de-

_pressed opposite the notches to strengthen the

reduced portion of the cover and receive the
strain and preventthe nail-heads D from pull-
ing or tearing through the cover.

The shank O is fastened ab its upper end to
the cover or to a batten, F, secured thereto,and
its lowerend is beveled and provided with the
notch ¢,which isadapted to receive the spring-
actuabed catch G on the box or crate. This
catch is mortised in a batten, H, which is se-
cured to the end of the box or crate, and is
adapted to move in a horizontal plane, and is
pivoted at one end and has its other end flat-
tened to form the thumb-piece g. The inner
end of the catch is square, and the spring I is
adapted to bear thereon and hold the catch
open, as shownby dotted lines in Fig. 3. The
horizontal mortise J in the batten is widened
at one end, j, to receive the thumb-piece g,
which extends on each side of the mortise J
and limits the inward movement of the catch.
The vertical opening K receives the shank C.

To adjust the cover, slide the notched end
until the nails enterthe notches and the heads
D overlap the edges thereof. This will bring
the end of the shank opposite the opening K.
Now press down-on the free end of the cover
or lid and the shank will be forced down in
the opening and will be engaged by the catch,
which will ride over the beveled end of the
shank and enter the notch therein. Tounlock
the cover, insert the end of the finger or an in-
stroment in the enlarged end j of the mortise
J and pry the catch out., Now lift the end of
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the cover having the shank and slide the
notched end out of engagement with the heads
D.- The cover or lid is now free and can be
removed at will. '

Having thus deseribed my invention, what T
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. The¢ combination, with the box or crate
and the coverhaving notchesin its end, of the
nails having heads, which heads are adapted
to overlap the edges of the notches, substan-
tially as and for the purpose described.

2. The combination, with the box or crate
having nails extending therefrom, of the cover
having notches and having the portion sur-
rounding the notches reduced, and the metal
strip secured to the end of the cover and de-
pressed to fit the reduced portion of the cover
around the notches to re-enforce the same,
substantially as set forth.

2 : ' 385,593

3. The combination, with the box or crate,
the nails at one end of the box, the batten at
the other end thereof, having a vertical open-
ing and a horizontal mortise, the mortise be-
ing widened at one end, the catch pivoted at
one end and having its other end flattened,
and the spring, of the cover or lid having
notches at one end to receive the nails, the
batten at the other end of the cover, and the
shank having a beveled and notched end de-
pending from the said baften, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

WM. M. CASTLIO.

Witnesses:
R. 8. ZuMmwaALT,
C. F. STEWART.
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